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Reflections of a medievalist: the past matters and is not readily forgotten. 

I doubt that it will have escaped anyone that 2015 is a year of commemoration and anniversary. 
Overwhelmingly, that commemoration has been focussed on the First World War, for obvious reasons. Not 
only was it the war to end wars, that didn’t, it was a war of immense sacrifice and loss, redefining much in 
twentieth century Britain, and which a hundred years on is an episode still felt keenly by many families; I recall 
conversations with my own grandfather regarding his service in the trenches, although he was, understandably, 
reluctant to discuss these years of his life. 

A century on, these years remain a part of many family’s sense of their own history as well as that of the nation. 
What is remarkable however is the ease with which we can still feel connections with the past – it is not such a 
distant land after all. My grandfather, through his childhood, could take me back to the Boer War while his 
father’s childhood looked back to the Crimea and the American Civil War, and his father’s to the years after 
Waterloo. While life has changed beyond recognition in modern Britain, it is not difficult to feel a connection, 
even in the early twenty-first century, with the events of the nineteenth century. 

Perhaps that is why commemorations and anniversaries matter, as they offer opportunities to take stock and re-
evaluate where we have come from and what has defined us as nation and community. In this exercise, there is 
no ‘sell by’ date; the question of ‘relevance’, that has so often misguided teachers of history, is one that should 
be viewed more broadly than is often the case.  

June 2015 marks two-hundred years since the Battle of Waterloo, and some remarkable and impressive 
reconstructions are promised. As the official website declares, this event continues to ‘speak to the collective 
imagination: . . . To commemorate the Bicentenary of this Battle that left Europe stunned and that was 
instrumental in determining the future of our regions, the ‘Bataille de Waterloo 1815’ is planning the most 
impressive reconstructions ever seen in Europe: 5000 re-enactors, 300 horses and 100 canons’. However, even 
these more distant defining moments can be painful ones from a national perspective. Plans for a 
commemorative coin have been dropped in Europe as the French government feared that it might be divisive 
and that Waterloo was still an episode of sensitivity for the French. Such is the power of history, especially when 
its telling is perceived as being in the hands of the victor!  

The medieval period enjoys an added ‘buffer’ in a greater elapse of time, but this need not imply any sense of 
‘remoteness’ or a lack of relevance. The Scots are as keen to recall the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314 as the 
English are to overlook it. So in 2015 we also look back to the Battle of Agincourt, which has come to mean 
much more than simply a battle fought in northern France on 25 October 1415 between the English and 
French. Over the centuries it has stimulated literary, artistic and musical outputs. It has also been used as a 
symbol of British identity as well as of family ancestral pride, even in cases where participation in the battle is 
dubious. Major wars stimulated new interest, especially the Napoleonic wars and the First World War; Agincourt 
has generated an impressive legacy in antiquarian traditions as well as in the popular psyche, nowhere better 
exemplified than in Laurence Olivier’s ‘Henry V’. Yet Agincourt seemingly does not prompt the same distress as 
does Waterloo, although the English and the Hundred Years War have much to answer for among the hundreds 
of tour guides showing visitors around their sites across the French countryside. 

And finally, this year also sees the anniversary of the signing of ‘Magna Carta’ in June 1215, one of the iconic 
documents in British History, and perhaps one of the most misunderstood, particularly by those who see in it 
the origins of democratic government. But it too has played a vital role in how the past has been imagined by 
subsequent generations, and like Domesday Book, was referred to by medieval governments in their later 
deliberations. These anniversaries can therefore be powerful opportunities for reshaping how we imagine our 
past. 

Celebration and commemoration of the past is not unique to Britain, and all European countries can look back 
to a deep, rich and fascinating history that often interplayed with each other. It is a great privilege and source of 
cultural richness to be able to do so, and to do so with sensitivity and a sense of enquiry. As I have suggested in 
previous newsletter pieces, the past still matters and it enriches the present at many different levels. This may not 
always be immediately obvious, but demonstrating such things is what historians and archaeologists must 
continually strive to do, and it is an agenda in which Societies such as ours has no small part to play; particularly 
to enthuse and encourage reflection on the past as a positive and engaging experience, if at times painful, rather 
than a negative and divisive one. 
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John Hunt President SAHS. 

New Venue for Lecture Evenings – The Guildhall Lichfield 

As many of you will be aware by now, on Friday 25th September 2015 the Society holds its first lecture at the 
new venue of the Guildhall, Bore Street, Lichfield.  With one or two variations, St Mary’s Centre has been our 
home for over three decades and it has to be said we have enjoyed great success there putting on our regular 
programmes of talks. 

The decision to move has been taken to enable SA&HS to move forward and provide an improved quality and 
comfort of surroundings and facilities, to enhance the enjoyment of the evenings and provide a venue which will 
ensure we can continue to see expansion of our audiences.  Capacity at the Guildhall at around about 150 is well 
in excess of the 90 or so available to us at St Mary’s. 

Lectures will continue to be on Friday evenings lasting for an hour commencing as now at 8.00 pm, the doors 
opening at 7.30 pm or a little before.  Diana Wilkes and Monica Gardner will as hitherto be on hand to serve tea, 
coffee and refreshments.  No change. 

 

Most of you will probably know the Guildhall.  It provides a magnificent auditorium with all its splendid detail 

and decoration.  The enhanced facilities in terms of sound and lighting will be available to us, together with our 
visual presentation to screen as now, the slightly raised stage at the front of the room providing improvement as 
a platform for the speaker to deliver their talk for the evening. 

The Guildhall auditorium is on the first floor of the building.  The smaller Guildroom on the ground floor is not 
the room which we are using.  In addition to the stairway to the Guildhall there is also a lift facility between the 
floors in case of need. 
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We are looking forward to taking this fairly significant step forward.  Details of the programme for the new 
lecture season commencing in September appear as the next item.  Once again an enjoyable and eclectic mix of 
twelve talks is expected, put together as ever with dexterity by your Lecture Meeting Secretary Brian Bull. 

Keith Billington           
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Staffordshire Archaeological and Historical Society, Lecture Season 2015-2016 

25th September 2015  Not confirmed as yet. To be announced   

Please check with the Website for up-to-date information on the Topic 
and Speaker. 

9th October 2015  Dr. Paul Garwood/Dr. Henry Chapman  

Trent Valley Causewayed Enclosures Project: 

Paul Garwood is Senior Lecturer in Prehistory at Birmingham University 
and Henry Chapman is Senior Lecturer in Archaeology and Visualisation 
again at Birmingham University. Both have appeared in television 
programmes Henry probably more so and he has been to the Society 
previously in 2008. 

The talk Paul and Henry will present this evening follows the programme 
of investigative works at the Neolithic Causewayed Enclosure at Mavesyn 
Ridware as part of the Trent Valley Project: Rethinking the Early 
Neolithic in Central England.  

23rd October 2015  Professor Colin Hazelgrove  

     Iron Age Stanwick North Yorkshire 

Colin Haselgrove studied Biochemistry at Sussex and Archaeology at 
Cambridge. He joined the School of Archaeology & Ancient History at 
the University of Leicester in 2005, having previously taught at Durham 
University, where he was a lecturer from 1977 and Professor from 1995. 
Colin’s research focuses on the British and European Iron Age; on early 
coinage and currencies; and on the Iron Age to Roman transition in 
north-west Europe. He is a Fellow of the British Academy and was Head 
of the School of Archaeology & Ancient History at Leicester from 2006 
to 2012. 

Colin’s talk this evening follows the recent further investigation carried 
out at Stanwick North Yorkshire and revisits the Iron Age site originally 
investigated in the 1950s by Sir Mortimer Wheeler updating that evidence 
and putting the site into the wider Iron Age context.  

6th November 2015  Dr. Tom Brindle 

     The Rural Settlement of Roman Britain 

Tom Brindle is Research Fellow on a Leverhulme Trust funded project 
investigating rural settlement in Roman Britain, led by Prof Mike Fulford 
(University of Reading) and Neil Holbrook (Cotswold Archaeology). The 
overall aim of this project is to use published and unpublished 'grey 
literature' reports to examine the intricacies of regional and chronological 
variation and distinctiveness within Roman rural settlement in Britain, 
south of Hadrian's Wall. This topic is the basis of the talk this evening 
and follows the request for permission from the project to use related 
data from The Society Transactions volumes. 

Tom is a specialist in archaeological 'small finds' and coinage and before 
coming to Reading worked as Finds Liaison Officer for the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme, first in Northamptonshire and then in Staffordshire 
and the West Midlands. Aside from artefacts and coinage, Tom's research 
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interests also include the study of Roman rural settlement in Britain, 
landscape archaeology, and methodological approaches to the study of 
amateur metal detector finds. Completed in 2011, Tom's doctoral 
research utilised Portable Antiquities Scheme data as a landscape resource 
for the study of rural settlement in Roman Britain. 

20th November 2015  Jonathan Goodwin 

     Tipping Street Stafford Investigation  

Jonathan Goodwin is Senior Planning Officer (Archaeology/HER) at 
City of Stoke on Trent. The recently published volume XLVII of the 
Society Transactions was the monograph of Tipping Street Investigation 
and is the background for the talk this evening. 

4th December 2015  The Annual General Meeting followed by 

Michael Bellamy 

     The Listing of Buildings 

Always unnaturally keen on architecture, he worked at the RIBA 
Drawings Collection, between school and university. After a degree at the 
Courtauld Institute and a spell in publishing, he joined the Department of 
the Environment and was involved in the national survey of listed 
buildings, firstly in Cheshire, and then in Suffolk in the 1980s. More 
recently 'his patch' has covered the northern Home Counties and the 
West Midlands. In addition to working for English Heritage and the new 
Historic England, he spent several years in the commercial art world and 
was a senior specialist in the Old Master Paintings Department at 
Christie's.   

What considerations does Historic England take into account when 
recommending if a building should be listed? How do they assess if a 
structure passes the test of 'special interest', and does this vary with 
different periods, regions and types of buildings? Highlighting some 
recently listed building decisions, Michael Bellamy will give some insight 
into the factors which have shaped his advice and their outcomes.  

19th February 2016  Professor Gary Sheffield   

The Morale of the British Army in the First World War'? 

Gary Sheffield is Professor of War Studies at Wolverhampton University 
previously at Birmingham University and his talk this evening is a 
different take on World War 1 in that it is looking at the evidence relating 
to the morale in the British Army and the ‘Lions led by Donkeys’ line that 
has been used a few times over the years. 

4th March 2016  Not confirmed as yet. To be announced    

18th March 2016  Deirdre O’Sullivan  

     The Knight of St Bees 

In 1981 an archaeological excavation at the priory revealed a vault with a 
lead coffin containing an astonishingly well preserved body - now known 
as the St Bees Man. He has been identified as Anthony de Lucy, a knight, 
who died in 1368 in the Teutonic Crusades in Lithuania. Although the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Bees_Man
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knight
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Crusades
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuania


Page 7 of 26 
 

body was over six hundred years old, his nails, skin and stomach contents 
were found to be in near-perfect condition.  After his death the vault was 
enlarged to take the body of his sister, Maud de Lucy, who died in 1398. 
The effigies which are probably of both Maud and Anthony can be seen 
in the extensive history display which includes the shroud in which he 
was wrapped. 

Although this is a fairly old excavation from 1981 it has been brought to 
light and aired again with the programme on Freeview TV’s Yesterday 
Channel back in March 2015 and the talk will hopefully bring us up to 
date.     

1st April 2016                 Not confirmed as yet. To be announced     

15th April 2016  Dr. George Nash  

     Walney Island Cumbria – A hidden Home Front 

Dr George Nash is an Associate Professor at the Instituto Politécnico de 
Tomar (IPT) in Portugal and Visiting Fellow at the University of 
Bristol. In the Mação facility of IPT, George is responsible for teaching 
prehistory, material culture and theory, and supervises within the post-
graduate school.  George, who completed his doctoral thesis in Norway is 
also employed part-time for environmental consultants SLR and writes 
for television and radio, focusing on such diverse subjects as industrial 
and military archaeology, prehistoric mortuary practices, prehistoric and 
contemporary art.   

During 2014 just off the coast of Cumbria on Walney Island, a system of 
World War 1 trenches were discovered and George’s talk will bring the 
investigation of this well kept secret to life. 

29th April 2016     Michael Guest 

     Vicars Choral of Lichfield Cathedral  

Michael hails originally from Gloucestershire and studied medieval and 
modern history at The University of Manchester and Queens' College 
Cambridge. He subsequently pursued a career in secondary education 
teaching English and focusing on the pastoral curriculum within which he 
held senior posts in Staffordshire High schools. He developed an early 
enthusiasm for choral music and trained as a tenor through part time 
studies at the Royal Northern College of Music and the Birmingham 
Conservatoire. Since 1977 he has lived in or near Lichfield and is 
currently senior Vicar Choral at the cathedral. Since retirement from full 
time teaching he has returned to his academic roots and is due to 
complete postgraduate research at Keele University this autumn, offering 
a thesis on the history of the choral foundation of Lichfield Cathedral in 
the eighteenth century.  

His talk will focus on the college and corporation of Vicars Choral as a 
study of eighteenth century musicians living and working within the Close 
and city during a colourful period in their long history. 
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Newsletter Editors Notes 

I’d just like to thanks all the Contributors to this Newsletter for once again exceeding my expectations and 
providing more copy than I could reasonably include! 

As you can see from the list of Lectures above, there are still some gaps to be confirmed. The up-to-date 
information will be added to the relevant pages of the Website (www.sahs.uk.net) as soon as it becomes 
available. If the next Newsletter is not out in time for the start of our new season at the Guildhall we will send 
out an email to those Members we can reach that way as well as putting it on the Website. 

 

Lost Property! - Gent’s Tweed Cloth Cap 

 

If any member of the audience at the last ever lecture at St Mary’s in the Market Square on Friday 1st May, left 
behind their tweed cloth cap, it is not actually lost as we have it in our possession.  If it belongs to you, please 
contact the Hon Treasurer through the usual channels and arrangements will be made for its return! 

 

Keith Billington  

 

Historic Town Walks 

 

The Midlands Region of the Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) is continuing its programme of historic 
town walks with visits to Kenilworth and Evesham.  You are very welcome to join us! 

To book, contact Martin Haslett, 16 Beverley Road, Leamington Spa, CV32 6PJ.  Tel: 01926 429254. 

Sunday 2 August, 11 am 

 
The Geographical Context of the Battle of Evesham 
David and Joya Snowden lead our investigation of the great battle precisely 750 years after these momentous 
events.  They also give us a fascinating insight into the history of the town and its abbey. 
Tickets: £5.  Book by 30 July. 

Susan Lupton 
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A visit to Cuba; the revolution and today 

When I was a student in the 1960s many bedrooms had posters of Che Guevara – very much a hero of the time. 
He is not much thought about here now I guess, but in Cuba his image is everywhere. It is especially prominent 
on posters exhorting the Cubans to celebrate the continuation of the revolution. In a country where there are 
few public posters – no advertisements of any sort disfigure the landscape – this is quite striking.  Cuba was 
forever in the news in the 1960s and it is again for the opposite reason; the thawing of relations with the USA 
after over 50 years. 

In Santa Clara , where Che Guevara and his comrades overthrew the previous regime there is his memorial; a 
giant Soviet style statue above a small and delicate museum dedicated to him and housing an eternal flame in his 
memory. The few surviving artefacts from his life are a meagre display but there are many fascinating 
photographs of the armed struggle – whatever else the revolutionaries took with them to Cuba they did not 
forget to take a good quality camera so the images offer a clear and precise showing of Che’s enchanting smile to 
good effect. So this is one revolution that is well recorded and the display here in Santa Clara is much better 
than that in the larger but scruffier Museum of the Revolution in Havana. 

 

 

Che Guevara Mausoleum, Santa Clara Cuba 

I’m sure that once the thaw has taken place there will be much reassessment of what was achieved. For the 
outsider Cuba is a long way from being a Socialist Workers Paradise. Cubans are well shielded from the modern 
world with no newspapers or magazines and hardly any internet connection but they seem content with what 
they do have; enough to eat, low crime, few drugs, basic healthcare, free education. But the economy runs at a 
subsistence level; little manufacturing industry and a depressed agriculture with much good quality land 
uncultivated. As one Cuban lady said to us “little has actually changed since the revolution”.  

Music – that is Cuban music – is everywhere. In restaurants and bars there are usually groups playing and some 
of them are very good indeed and there are subsidised performances of ballet and opera, although in the theatres 



Page 10 of 26 
 

we visited there didn’t seem to be that many of them. (In contrast to the music, modern painting and 
handicrafts, much thought of locally, are not on the same level.) There is lots of rum and tobacco available and 
plenty of bars in which to drink, smoke and enjoy the music. But there is little enterprise anywhere and there is a 
layer of management missing in most places; things usually work effectively if a little slowly but if anything goes 
wrong no one takes responsibility for fixing it. It’s an odd society, quite out of tune with the rest of the world 
and it will be interesting to see how it changes, as the US embargo weakens and the country is allowed more 
trade with the outside world and Cuban leaders lose their fears of external influences. 

In a few more decades it will be possible to make a judgement on how much of a long term impact the Cuban 
revolution made; I suspect the verdict will be that there was very little. Che died on 9 October 1967 – nearly 50 
years ago; but what if he had lived? 

 

Richard Totty   April 2015 

 

Exhibition: Making Monuments on Rapa Nui: the Statues from Easter Island 

Manchester Museum, free. Closes 6 September 2015. 

This exhibition takes a fresh look at these impressive statues or ‘moai’.  Based on research by Professor Colin 
Richards, an archaeologist at The University of Manchester, the exhibition features one of the statues Moai 
Hava, which is on loan from the British Museum.  Other lenders include the Natural History Museum, World 
Museum Liverpool, the Horniman Museum, the Pitt Rivers Museum and Oxford Natural History Museum. 

Moai Hava is one of only 14 moai made from basalt, the others being carved from softer volcanic tuff.  It 
weighs 3.3 tons and is 1.56 metres tall. 

Professor Richards said “Undoubtedly the massive statues of Rapa Nui have captured the popular imagination 
since Heyerdahl’s expedition in the 1950s.  This exhibition attempts to view the monuments in a new way, 
exploring the qualities and significance of their composition, and in particular, an exploration of the quarry 
which produced the distinctive top-knots or pukao which once adorned the sacred heads of the moai”. 

http://www.museum.manchester.ac.uk/whatson/exhibitions/rapanui/ 

Susan Lupton 

 

Minton Archives Saved 

A world-class collection of ceramic related material from Stoke-on-Trent – the Minton Archive – has been 

secured through a private fundraising campaign led by the Art Fund, including a £1.16m grant from the 

National Heritage Memorial Fund (NHMF). 

Minton's Ltd was founded in 1793 by Thomas Minton and operated until the 1990s. The Archive includes 

hundreds of thousands of items – including original designs, drawings and pattern books – covering more 

than two centuries of groundbreaking pottery design, manufacture and production. Many celebrated artists 

and designers feature in the Archive, including Augustus Pugin, Christopher Dresser, Thomas Allen, John 

Bell and Marc-Louis Solon. It also includes the comprehensive records of Minton, Royal Doulton (the two 

companies merged in 1968) and a number of other firms taken over by Royal Doulton in the 20th century.  

In 2007, Waterford Wedgwood appointed Bonhams to sell the Minton Archive at auction; since then the Art 

Fund has been campaigning to save it and on Tuesday 31 March 2015, purchased it for £1.56m and 

immediately gifted ownership to Stoke City Archives.  

http://www.museum.manchester.ac.uk/whatson/exhibitions/rapanui/
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The Archive will now be owned, managed and made publicly accessible by Staffordshire County Council 

and Stoke-on-Trent City Council Joint Archives Service, who will also loan objects to the Wedgwood 

Museum and the Potteries Museum and Art Gallery for display and exhibition. 

 

 

Design by Christopher Dresser from the Minton Archives (photo; Bonhams) 

 

The Archive is currently stored at Bonhams in London – which has played a crucial role in protecting it – 

and at the Wedgwood Museum at Barlaston. A process to begin cataloguing the Archive in full for the first-

time will now be undertaken by the Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Archive Service, making it available 

for research purposes at Stoke City Archives. It is an exciting development as these records have never 

before been available to the public. 

This is a significant acquisition for Stoke on Trent Archives ensuring that the history of this county 

continues to be represented by high quality material preserved for public access. Cataloguing the collection 

will begin shortly and some items should be available for display this autumn. This is the second world class 

historical collection saved for Staffordshire by the Art Fund, the first being the contents of the Wedgwood 

Museum similarly purchased last year. 

Richard Totty       April 2015 

 

Upper Longdon Windmill 

In the last edition of the newsletter I reported on the plans to restore Upper Longdon Windmill to full working 
order. Since then nothing has happened; despite a precise project timetable the promised cap and sails have still 
to appear and the tower remains clad in scaffolding. I will provide a further update in the next edition. 

Richard Totty    April 2015 

  

http://www.artfund.org/what-to-see/museums-and-galleries/wedgwood-museum
http://www.artfund.org/what-to-see/museums-and-galleries/wedgwood-museum
http://www.artfund.org/what-to-see/museums-and-galleries/the-potteries-museum-and-art-gallery
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SHENSTONE SURVEY – FURTHER WORK  

You thought the dust had settled out with the Shenstone Parish Survey – well I have kicked up another dust 
cloud!!  

Equality?  In the Victorian Era? 

This piece is really a work in progress but I did consider what I had found thus far was worth spreading across a 
wider audience. 

The article is about the Ladies of Shenstone Parish and follows the short piece written by Alex Keller for the 
Lichfield Mercury of March 2013. That article was about Victorian Ladies particularly those in Lichfield who got 
the vote some seventy-five years before the franchise became more universal. Additionally Sarah Richardson 
from Warwick University, following her research on the same subject, has spoken to the Civic Society and in 
addition presented a programme on Radio 4, which was aired again very recently. However the core of the 
Keller and Richardson pieces revolved around the Ladies of Lichfield particularly those in the St Chad Parish 
and although this article is allied to that, the data has been extracted from the Shenstone Tithe Apportionment, 
this being part of the Shenstone Parish Survey research conducted by the Society a few years ago. 

It transpires that certainly in the Victorian period and certainly in Lichfield St Chad Parish, all heads of 
households who paid rates were entitled to vote. This privileges you may expect included the male heads of 
households but in addition, it included single women and widows who were heads of households. In Lichfield 
(St Chad) in 1843, thirty women at various levels of the social scale were entitled to vote. Moreover, the amount 
of rates paid determined how many votes a particular person had – for example Grace Brown, a butcher in 
Sandford Street, had four votes and records show that she used them. 

Anyway getting back to the ‘Ladies of Shenstone’ then... 

I was examining the Tithe Award dataset following another line of enquiry, which will become another 
Newsletter article in due course. I did previously say that there was more to be had out of our Tithe Award 
dataset and I shall continue to chuff along the track as time permits. The dataset itself has been sorted by ‘data 
sort’ into Owners and Occupiers in separate sets, so now it is really getting useful in aiding the research but 
also thrown up all sorts of new and interesting ideas to look at. 

On examining the dataset, it became obvious there were quite a number of Ladies registered in the Tithe as 
owners. A schedule of these is appended below. Some of these lady owners only possessed a house and garden 
in title but there were several who had some serious property ownership. On the opposite side of the fence, as it 
were there are those few that in the nicest possible way we would describe as ‘absentee landlords’ with a small 
number of these, who according to the Trades Directories and Census Data, reside in Lichfield. Additionally the 
dataset also pulls together all those ladies who are recorded as tenants and therefore by inference heads of 
households. Similarly, there is a schedule of these ladies appended below.   

 Therefore, my question revolved around whether these heads of households did have a vote in parallel with the 
Lichfield (St Chad) heads of households. However, whether the lady ratepayers of Shenstone did have the vote 
in the various elections is not entirely clear. Initial enquiries at the Joint Records Office in Lichfield have not 
proved one way or the other since suitable records have yet to be unearthed. This is another line of enquiry, 
which I am following up and will report on, in a later issue of the newsletter. 

From the data gathered together thus far, several lady owners and indeed several lady tenants have been singled 
out for further and more extensive in depth research through Trades Directories, Census Data and other 
available archive material such as wills etc. The individuals so selected are marked on the schedules appended 
below with an asterisk (*). There will be an attempt to discover from whence they came from and to where they 
went. For the lady owners how they acquired their property whether it be through inheritance, widowhood or 
their own diligence. For example, Susan Dandridge owns The Ivy house (C0054) in Shenstone village where she 
runs a boarding academy for young ladies. A further example is Sarah Swan who is recorded in the Tithe Award 
as a farmer. Therefore, we shall see where these further avenues take us, reporting in due course through the 
newsletter. If voting rights are discovered for the lady heads of households of Shenstone Parish then so much 
the better and it will add to the Lichfield St Chad Parish records already unearthed. 
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All we can glean thus far is there are thirty-five heads of households either as tenants occupiers or owner-
occupiers. A further twelve are our landlords/property owners who are residing outside Shenstone Parish. These 
‘absentee landlords’ are being researched and a piece will appear as we discover when and where they reside.  
Watch this space! 

Shenstone Tithe – Lady Owners 

(a=acres, r=roods, p=perches) 

Elizabeth Biddle*  Total 17a 2r 3p including 6 houses with gardens (Woodend/Little Hay) 

Ann Brown*   Total 18a 2r 39p Let as one small holding (Over Stonnall) 

Susan Dandridge*  Owns Ivy House in Shenstone Village (C0054) (Shenstone) 

Mary Day*   Total 14a 3r 29p Let to Samuel Day (Shenstone) 

Ellen Hathaway  House and garden (Over Stonnall) 

Theodosia Henry  House and garden (Shenstone) 

Mary Hobby   House and garden (Shenstone) 

Mary Jackson* Total 94a 0r 23p of which 35a 3r 7p is rented out to others 
(Chesterfield/Shenstone) 

Ellen Lunn*   Total 14a 1r 18p Let in two small holdings (Lower Stonnall/Woodend) 

Sarah Myring* House and garden with two crofts – total 1a 0r 1p including 6 houses 5 of 
which are tenanted. (Woodend) 

Elizabeth Oldershaw  Owns a total of 22a 2r 2p rented to two tenants. (Shenstone) 

Mary Palmer   Total 20a 3r 18p (Shenstone) 

Maria Simpson*  Owns a total of 211a 1r 3p let to four tenants (Woodend/Lower Stonnall) 

Jane Smith Smallwood  House and garden with outbuildings (Shenstone) 

Sarah Swan*   Total 39a 3r 1p (Lower Stonnall) 

Hannah Taylor   5 houses (Woodend) 

Nancy Todd   4 houses (Over Stonnall) 

Mary Wadams *  Total 41a 1r 13p (Over Stonnall/Lower Stonnall) 

Ann and Sarah Wilding   3 houses (Woodend) 

Shenstone Tithe – Lady Occupiers 

(a=acres, r=roods, p=perches) 

Mary Adcock*   Rents a total 143a 2r 21p (Over Stonnall/Shenstone) 

Lucy James*   Rents a total of 16a 0r 14p including a house (Over Stonnall) 

Dorothy Myring  Rents a house and garden (Woodend) 

Sarah Wilding   Rents a house, garden and croft (Woodend) 

Elizabeth Case***  Total 74a 0r 2p of which 15a 3r 22p is woodland (Shenstone) *** 
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Sarah Sidgwick   Rents a garden (Woodend) 

Jane Waters   Rents a house and garden (Over Stonnall) 

Ann Yates   Rents a house and garden (Over Stonnall) 

Mary Humphreys  Rents a house and garden (Shenstone) 

Susan Dandridge*  Owns Ivy House in Shenstone Village (C0054) 

Ellen Banks   Rents a house and garden (Over Stonnall) 

Sarah Eld   Rents a house and garden (Over Stonnall) 

Ellen Hathaway  Owns a house and garden (Over Stonnall) 

Theodosia Henry  Owns a house and garden (Shenstone) 

Catherine Badkin  Rents a house and garden (Shenstone) 

Mary Stringer   Rents a house and garden (Chesterfield) 

Mary Corbett   Footherly Hall rented from Henry Case executors. (Woodend) 

Elizabeth Marler*  Rents a total of 53a 3r 18p (Shenstone/Little Hay) 

Mary Hobby   Owns a house and garden (Shenstone) 

Sarah Hodgkins*  26a 2r 13p including 0a 0r 32p woodland (Over Stonnall) 

Mary Stringer   Rents a house and garden (Chesterfield) 

Sarah Nicholls   Rents a house and garden (Shenstone) 

Sarah Jackson   Rents a house and garden (Over Stonnall) 

Ann Goodwin   Rents a house and garden (Shenstone) 

Mary Marshall   Rents a house and garden (Shenstone) 

Sarah Slater   Rents a house and garden (Shenstone) 

Elizabeth Massey  Rents a house and garden (Chesterfield) 

Susan Neville   Rents a house and garden (Woodend) 

Sarah Cooper*   Rents a total of 171a 3r 17p from Maria Simpson (Woodend) 

May Edwards   Rents a house and garden (Chesterfield) 

Ruth White   Rents a house and garden (Shenstone) 

Mary Wilding   Rents a house and garden (Woodend) 

Sarah Swan*   Owns a total of 39a 3r 1p (Lower Stonnall) 

Sarah Myring*   Owns a house and garden with croft – total of 1a 0r 1p (Woodend) 

Mary Jackson*   59a 2r 37p (Chesterfield) 

*** Elizabeth Case – This lady is included as a tenant for the moment as according to the Tithe Award that is 
how she is recorded. Henry Case, her husband at the time of the Tithe was deceased (October 1824) and the 
property ownership was still being administered by the Executors. If we presume she will inherit all then 430a 0r 
2p will eventually be in her ownership which we may be able to establish and confirm with later archive material.  
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The names in bold type above are those ladies who appear in both listings. 

Brian Bull 

All In a Day’s Work! 

This piece starts out life in the Shenstone Parish Tithe Apportionment. 

It started with a name in the Apportionment. The name is Mary Day. She is one of the ‘Ladies of Shenstone’ in 
the previous piece concerning ‘Equality in The Victorian Period’. 

It is a follow on from that particular article and similarly follows on from the ‘Shenstone Survey – Further Work’ 
referred to in a previous newsletter and particularly the ‘Come ‘ere - There’s More!’ piece. 

Mary does well in life. By the time the Tithe Survey comes along, she is a woman of property, married for a 
second time and has a daughter by each of her husband’s. 

The story goes like this... 

Mary Hilton (born 1788) gets married in 1819 at St Chad’s Lichfield to a William Marshall (born 1770). Marshall 
is the miller and owner of Shenstone Mill plus a small assemblage of fields and other property in Shenstone. A 
child, Elizabeth is born to the couple in August 1820 and as far as we know all goes well; that is until February 
1822 when the death of William was recorded. 

We assume that now our lady has become the legatee of Shenstone Mill, the house and barns on the then named 
Lynn Lane (now Pinfold Hill), the associated fields together with other property. The total area of the property 
as recorded in the Tithe is 14acres 3roods and 29perches and is shown on the map appended below. 
Interestingly the house on Lynn Lane has disappears from the Society’s map of the parish. It is not clear whether 
Mary and her daughter moved out of the Mill, enabling her to be offer it to a new tenant, so providing some 
income or whether she stayed and continued to operate the Mill, providing the very necessary income, whilst 
renting out the remainder of the portfolio. The jury is still out on this matter. 

In November 1823, Mary Marshall marries Shenstone resident William Day (born 1792 in Great Barr) and 
recorded in the register as Mary Marshall Day. William is recorded in the contemporary Trades Directories as a 
‘gent’ and is listed in the section ‘nobility, gentry and clergy’. He lived on Birmingham Road Shenstone (C0022). 
The house is next door to the Bull’s Head public house, which on some maps known as ‘The Hollies’. Whether 
the house standing there today is contemporary with William Day is difficult to ascertain. William is an annuitant 
with income derived from property situated outside the Shenstone Parish. A child, Mary Ann, is born in 1826. 

Leaping forward again to the 1841 census and the Tithe Apportionment we find that Samuel Day and his family 
have taken the tenancy of Shenstone Mill and the remainder of the Mary Day portfolio. The tenancy according 
to the birth years of the children would appear to have commenced sometime during 1833 or 1834 and the data 
suggests they may have moved from Droitwich in Worcestershire. 

There are some anomalies with the data contained in the census records where there is some confusion with 
regard to the place of birth for the children of Samuel although it does gain some constancy with later census 
records. We can only put the anomalies down to the quality of recording at the time and could move the tenancy 
forward by five years but that is immaterial for this exercise.  

On first looking at the particular records you could be forgiven into believing that Mary Day was renting the Mill 
etc, it might be assumed, to what you might believe is her husband Samuel Day but it is only when you drill 
down you discover they are related only by marriage. Samuel Day it transpires is the brother to William Day and 
they were born in Great Barr to Joseph Day. Samuel however is married to another Mary (Taylor) which led to 
the initial confusion. 

Sometime during the period between the 1841 and the 1851 census Samuel and his family leave Shenstone and 
move to Great Barr (Cox’s Fold Farm) where Samuel is recorded as a ‘freeholder farmer’. This move may have 
been precipitated by the death of William in 1850 and may be because of inheritance of the farm owned by 
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William. Samuel is also a widower now with his wife having died in 1842 in Shenstone. Samuel’s death is 
recorded in Great Barr in 1860 

Mary Marshall Day, as she is latterly recorded, died in 1878 in Shenstone. The 1851 and 1861 census saw her still 
in Shenstone but in 1871, certainly at the time of the census recording, Mary with her other daughter Mary Ann 
were staying at Tan House Farm, West Bromwich with the now married Elizabeth and her husband Thomas 
Osborne. This marriage took place in Lichfield late 1860. However, it did not last long as Thomas’s death, is 
recorded in November 1862. Elizabeth is later in the 1871 census recorded as a ‘farmer’ with 130 acres, having 
inherited the farm.  

Right moving on again another ten years to the 1881 census we discover Elizabeth is living in Swan’s Cottage, 
Upper St John Street, Lichfield as an annuitant. Her death is recorded in 1885 at the age of 65 and we presume 
quite wealthy given the property and land she has inherited on the way through. 

Elizabeth’s sister/half sister Mary Ann Day has it seems  fallen under the radar somewhere as she does not 
appear in the records interrogated thus far for 1881 census onwards or marriage and death records post 1871. 
The jury is still out!  

One thing that was apparent with the Day family at all times there was at least one if not more than one servant 
for the house in addition to those employed for the farm duties. Having said that of course there would be 
occasions when ‘house’ servants might be put to work in the dairy or similar. But the underlying thing is that the 
family are doing quite well indeed. 

 This map extract is from the Shenstone Parish map assembled by the SAHS for the project. 

Well that is it for this piece. It has been an interesting exercise following the Day family around and similar 
pieces will be rolled out with other folk taken from the Tithe Apportionment and researched. 

Brian Bull  



Page 17 of 26 
 

Exhibition: Aquileia, the Great Lost City 

The Pavilion of the Royal Geographical Society (with IBG), 1 Kensington Gore, London. 
Free; open to the public; use Exhibition Road entrance, closes Friday 29 May 2015. 
Monday to Friday, 10 am – 5 pm, Saturday 10 am – 4 pm. 

This photographic exhibition is curated by Peter W Marshall who has worked on this project for three years.  
This little known city in north-east Italy is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and is one of the world’s most 
important Roman archaeological sites. 

Aquileia, called ‘La Secunda Roma’ in the Republican period, was the most cosmopolitan city in the Roman 
world.  It was a wealthy trading centre of great strategic and military importance.  It was also a manufacturing 
centre for glass, jewellery, mosaics and clothing.  Aquileia’s population grew rapidly to over 100,000, making it 
one of the largest, and wealthiest, cities in the Early Roman Empire. St Mark was sent to Aquileia by St Peter.  
The Basilica of Aquileia, from which Christianity spread to much of central Europe, is home to the largest 
Roman floor mosaic in the world, measuring some 800 m2.  The mosaics date back to the early part of the 3rd 
century AD and many of the panels depict scenes of the Old Testament. The remarkable mosaics and glassware 
are highlighted in this exhibition. 

Aquileia was destroyed by Attila the Hun in 452 AD as he advanced towards Rome.  Although there is much to 
see, most of the city lies buried beneath the fields, forming one of the greatest archaeological reserves of its kind. 

Peter Marshall is a retired British diplomat who is now living with his family in Udine, Italy.  He is happy to 
provide more information about Aquileia and can be contacted as follows: 
email: peterwmarshall@hotmail.com or telephone (0039) 347 333 6267. 

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/825 

 
Susan Lupton 

The Wall Roman Museum 

The Wall Roman Museum is manned by volunteers and is open on the following dates: 
 
The last weekend of each month March to October inclusive, Bank Holiday weekends March to October and 
Sundays during the main school holiday period, 19th July, 25th July, 2nd August, 9th August, 16th August, and 
23rd August. 
 
The Volunteers work in conjunction with the National Trust, as Friends of Letocetum. 
 
John Crowe 
 
Chair 
Friends of Letocetum. 
 

A Bit of a Dig in Lichfield 

It may have escaped the notice of most folk hereabouts but there has been another, albeit smallish, developer 
funded archaeological investigation in Lichfield. The site works may by now be complete and the report is in the 
process of being written up for publication. The developer is presumably awaiting the project to be signed off 
enabling him to start the development work in earnest. 

The dig itself is actually at the rear of the Library situated on The Friary and is not really in full public view 
unless of course some of you use the car parks or go to classes at the University. The site, to be known as 
“Chapter House”, will be developed into thirty-eight flats (oops sorry) apartments.  

The Bishop’s Lodging is also part of this development and is to be converted into further apartments. 

mailto:peterwmarshall@hotmail.com
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/825
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Back to the dig then – Apparently, some medieval wall foundations have been discovered but then you might 
expect that on the site of a Franciscan Friary complex. In addition, the Archaeologists, whether they wanted to 

or not, discovered in all its reinforced 
concrete splendour the remains of the 
swimming pool, originally constructed 
for the Friary School. The buildings of 
the Friary School currently house the 
Library and the Joint Records Office. 

 

The photographs below show the general 
views across the dig site and a couple of 
shots of the Bishop’s Lodging. The 
remains swimming pool are visible in the 
middle distance but you do have to 
wonder whether an archaeological 
investigation took place prior to its 
construction in the knowledge of the 
previous history of the overall site!  

 

 

The photograph above is the front view of the Bishop’s 
Lodging   

 

 

 

 

 

The general view of the dig area. The swimming pool is 
approximately half way along. The rear corner of the 
Bishop’s Lodging is in the background. 
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A third view of the dig area. It looks like a modern service trench rather than medieval wall foundations.  

At this stage, no further information is available but in the fullness of time perhaps, a piece in the Transactions 
will be possible. 

 

Brian Bull 

 

Herefordshire Archaeology   Presents 

A Seventeenth Annual Symposium 

Rising to the Challenge Archaeology, Heritage and Conservation in Herefordshire 2015 
Saturday 30th May 2015 
From 9.30am to 12.30pm 

And 
From 1.30pm to 4.30pm 

At 
Herefordshire Archives & Record Centre 

Fir Tree Lane, Rotherwas, HR2 6LA 
Ticket Price - £5  

Please be aware that tickets have to be pre-booked. 
There will be no ticket sales on the door. 

Free Parking 
Disabled access available 

Please contact Tim Hoverd on 01432 383 352 
or thoverd@herefordshire.gov.uk 
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Why you should read the Transactions: No. 1 of an occasional series  

Production of Transactions is one of the Society’s most important activities. The high quality publication 
contains reports on archaeological investigations and historical research in the county, including work of 
national significance. Subscribers include individuals and institutions such as libraries throughout the UK and 
beyond, as well as within the region. Because they are a long-term record of research for future consultation as 
well as for immediate reading, the reports in Transactions, particularly the archaeological reports, inevitably 
contain technical detail which might deter you from reading them if your interest is general rather than specialist. 
But don’t be put off! This article, about the recently-published volume, is the first of a series to demystify the 
Transactions and encourage you to delve into it, whether as hard copy or on-screen, but is certainly not intended 
to be a substitute for reading Transactions. Please let the General Secretary or any other committee member 
know how useful you find this.  

Stafford long before Ethelfleda, Staffordshire pottery long before Wedgwood, and the rise and fall of a 
medieval town (Transactions Vol XLVII, Excavations at Tipping Street, Stafford, 2009-10) 

The county town enters documented history in 913 with the foundation of a burh (fortification) by King Alfred’s 
daughter Aethelflaed. Previous excavations, including those by Martin Carver in the 1970s and 1980s, revealed 
remains of crop processing and bread ovens, and kilns producing a distinctive type of late Anglo-Saxon pottery 
which has been found in places like Lichfield (Transactions Vol XXII, 1982) and further afield in Chester, north 
Wales and Dublin. Some Iron Age structures were also found in the earlier excavations, together with evidence 
for the town’s varying fortunes during the Middle Ages. 

The oldest features found in the excavations, undertaken before the construction of Staffordshire County 
Council’s new offices in the centre of Stafford, and reported in the current volume of Transactions, were 
shallow gullies forming ground-level gutters under the eaves of circular houses about 8m in diameter, whose 
walls may have been constructed of turf or cob. These certainly predate Anglo-Saxon remains on the site, and 
they are likely to be Iron Age in date, possibly the same date as the square timber structures (which may have 
been raised granaries) which found in earlier excavations in Stafford and dated to between 500BC and 200BC. 
Remains of this date are more usually found in excavations in current rural areas such as those on the M6 Toll 
motorway, so these discoveries are important not only in showing that there was a settlement on the Stafford 
peninsula at this date but also that such remains survive under the town.  

The highlight of the excavations is the discovery of three Anglo-Saxon pottery kilns and their debris, and 
particularly their close dating. The circular kilns were about 2m across and their walls and roofs were 
constructed of stone blocks set in clay. Firebars set between a central pedestal and the kiln wall supported the 
pots, and heat came from a flue on one side. The kilns produced mainly jars, and some bowls. A few vessels 
were decorated with rouletting. Charcoal shows that oak was the main fuel used in the kilns. It came from 
mature trees and probably consisted of offcuts from an adjoining timber works. There were also charred cereal 
grains – wheat, with oat, rye and some barley- and weeds, which was probably crop processing waste used as 
fuel, but the kilns may also have been used for drying cereal grains.  

Radiocarbon dates on seeds and charcoal from the kilns suggest that late Saxon activity, which included pottery 
making, took place over a period of time, beginning between AD 750 and 850 and ending before 1000. 
Radiocarbon dating is a statistical measure, so each date is a probable date range rather than single date, but 
mathematical analysis (Bayesian analysis) combining the dates and the stratigraphic sequence, can narrow down 
the date ranges. This analysis shows that it is 98.8% probable that the kilns were in use before 913, when the 
burh was established. Radiocarbon dates from archaeological deposits reliably associated with other kilns 
previously excavated in Stafford are consistent with this: Stafford was already established as a collecting and 
processing centre which was secured as a burh. The beginning of this activity, as dated by radiocarbon, coincides 
with the mid 9th century dates from documentary and archaeological sources for activity at Tamworth, also one 
of the burhs of 913.  

After the late Saxon activity the excavated site seems to have been derelict until the late 12th century. 12th or 13th 
century timber structures, pits and a ditch were found. There was then a further period of reduced activity 
between the late 14th and 16th centuries, when the site may have been used for market gardening, but new 
construction took place in the 17th and 18th centuries.  
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Michael Hodder 

 

 

A Tale of Three Towns: Medieval Wolverhampton, Walsall and Willenhall  
 
WOLVERHAMPTON ART GALLERY, 19 JUNE 2015, 2PM-3PM 

http://www.wolverhamptonart.org.uk/events/tale-three-towns/ 
 
WOLVERHAMPTON CITY ARCHIVES, 8 JULY 2015, 5PM-6PM 

http://www.wolverhamptonart.org.uk/events/tale-three-towns-2/ 

A talk by former Wolverhampton City Archaeologist Mike Shaw on the medieval development of three 
Staffordshire towns. 

Mike is now researching the topography of medieval towns at Birmingham University. He will present his 
current findings on the way in which the towns of Wolverhampton, Walsall and Willenhall grew in the medieval 
period, and the legacy of this in their modern layout. 

 

Fisherwick – Capability Brown’s landscape in South East Staffordshire 

Recently the Staffordshire Gardens and Parks Trust visited part of the Fisherwick Estate a few miles to the east 
of Lichfield. Once a splendid mansion and park, both designed by Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, the mansion was 
demolished in 1818 and the park was divided into fields. Thus we lost what might have been a splendid asset on 
Lichfield’s doorstep.  We visited Woodhouse Farm which is based around the very large walled garden and the 
original gardener’s cottage later converted into a farm house. The walled garden is impressive because of its size 
and is now fully cultivated with fruit trees on the walls and fruit and vegetables in the middle with a large hen 
run and a couple of poly tunnels. Some of the apple varieties are unusual and include a local Staffordshire variety 
grown for historical reasons – it doesn’t actually taste very nice. The wall is not in good condition and although 
original features are still there, such as the furnaces which were used to heat part of it, there is water penetration 
which is damaging. Still it is good to see the walled garden doing what it was designed to do two centuries ago, 
that is to provide a sheltered environment where delicate fruits can thrive. Outside the wall we could still see 
what was once the back lawn – now a very flat, square, cow pasture. The farm includes what was the cherry 
orchard but there are no cherry trees there at present. There is not much left to see of the rest of estate either;  
the lake is  overgrown by  almost impenetrable woodland and although we were told that there were specimens 
of unusual trees still there in the 1950s  none are  now obvious and a full survey to find out what has survived is 

Wolverhampton Market Place 

http://www.wolverhamptonart.org.uk/events/tale-three-towns/
http://www.wolverhamptonart.org.uk/events/tale-three-towns-2/
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needed. A bridge over the pool apparently remains but the undergrowth was such that we could not walk down 
to it. The Orangery is still there; used for a century as a cowshed it is now in a very ruinous state. It is almost 
impossible now to tell that this was once a fine landscape, a combination of disregard, large scale tree felling, use 
for agriculture and general neglect means that it looks very little different from the surrounding area.  There are 
surviving in the archives a few views of the mansion and some maps showing the estate, which give a glimpse of 
what was once there. Woodhouse Farm and Garden is a Community Supported Agriculture project and is open 
on Tuesday and Saturday afternoons for the sale of produce; there is a small tea room on site.   

 

The Orangery Fisherwick Hall 

Richard Totty   April 2015  

 

Sutton Park: A walk led by Dr Mike Hodder  

Saturday 3 October, Starting at 2pm at the Town Gate entrance to Sutton Park, off Park Road B73 6BU. 
The walk will finish at about 4pm. 

Car parks are just inside the Town Gate (there may be a charge). The Town Gate is a short walk from Sutton Coldfield railway 
station and Sutton Coldfield town centre, so it is also easily accessible by public transport.      

Sutton Park originated as a deer park in the 12th century. Successive recreational and other uses have resulted in 
extremely good preservation of archaeological remains of various periods, as earthworks. This walk will explore 
the boundaries of the medieval deer park, fishponds and millpools, ancient woodland and a 19th century 
racecourse.  

Please wear suitable footwear for rough paths (strong shoes or trainers are ideal) and weatherproof clothing because there is no shelter 
on the walk route. Also, please note that there are refreshment facilities and toilets near Town Gate but there are no toilets on the 
walk route.  

Background reading: M Hodder, The Archaeology of Sutton Park (The History Press, 2013) 
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The Story of RAF Hednesford    

 A flat area of Brindley Heath on Cannock Chase was selected as the site for an RAF training school in 1938.  It 
was opened in 1939 by the Secretary of State for Air, Sir Kingsley Wood. Its official title was No 6 School of 
Technical Training, but it became better known as RAF Hednesford.  During World War II many thousands of 
men and a smaller number of women received their basic training at the camp before being posted to all parts of 
the country.  The training focused on the maintenance of the airframes and engines of RAF planes.  At its height 
the camp was the size of a small town with its own facilities including a cinema, NAAFI, YMCA and three 
churches.  Later it was unique in having a Jewish synagogue.  A railway halt was built down in the valley at 
Moors Gorse close to Hednesford town centre and recruits had to trudge with their long sausage-shaped kitbags 
up Marquis Drive, when returning to the camp from leave.  This soon became known as ‘Kitbag Hill’.    At the 
end of the war RAF Hednesford became a personnel dispatch centre and service personnel were demobilised 
from here, receiving a plain demob suit and some money to help get them started on ‘Civvie Street’. 

                 In October 1950 this camp was re-opened as the RAF’s No.11 Recruit Training Centre, the unit 
taking in both Regular and National Service recruits. For many thousands of mainly retired men now living 
throughout the UK and abroad this means just one thing - Square-bashing!   Over the next six years some 
81,500 men received their basic 8-week training at Hednesford, following a well-known routine of medical 
inspections, inoculations, physical training, unmemorable lectures, shouting NCOs, remote officers, too frequent 
inspections, NAAFI tea and wads, drill and yet more drill, fears, hopes and longing for release, all the more 
traumatic for most because of it being their first time away from home and family. The Issue of Kit was very 
much as shown in the ‘Carry On’ films without too much emphasis on everything fitting properly.  Most 
problems were sorted out in a day or two, but any extremes of size meant that some recruits were without full 
uniforms for some time.   

                 During the existence of No.11 School many recruits were accepted for commissions: those with 
school certificate and matriculation were gladly put forward to become officers, especially if they had military 
experience in the ATC or Army Cadet Force. This was a period when the armed forces numbered millions of 
men. With the Korean War beginning in 1950, many National Servicemen were accepted for aircrew training. 
1650 men became marksmen during their time there and nearly 10,000 gained the coveted swimming badges.  
The voluntary band at the camp undertook 1100 outside engagements in addition to functions within the camp 
and was present at the Coronation in London on 2nd June 1953.  During the life of the unit some 6000 airmen 
had at some time been members of the band.  The station had been due to close in 1953 with the end of the 
Korean War, reducing the need for military training, but the RAF fought to retain the place. Its eventual closure 
in 1956 was due to Government spending cuts (yes, even then). 

               Hednesford was just one of a chain of RAF Recruit Training Schools, others  were at Padgate near 
Warrington; Cosford;  Melksham in Wiltshire ; Kirkham, Lancs; Wilmslow near Manchester ; Credenhill, near 
Hereford ; Bridgnorth ; Innsworth near Gloucester ; Weeton near Blackpool and Compton Bassett, Wilts. About 
13,000 recruits a year passed through the gates of RAF Hednesford. It was a place that turned them from boys 
into men.  It made them fit and able to look after themselves, a hard, cold and bleak experience for many but a 
good preparation for life in the real world.        

               The final passing-out parade for 130 recruits was held on 3rd December 1956, the salute being taken by 
the Air Officer Commanding 22 Group.  Then on 22nd December the camp was handed over to the Ministry of 
Works.  This was not the last of RAF Hednesford, however.  In November 1957 it was returned to the RAF and 
a detachment of airmen of all ranks was sent from RAF Cosford to open up all parts of the camp and prepare to 
receive Hungarian refugees driven from their country in the uprising in Budapest and subsequent Soviet 
invasion of their country. The reception teams did their best to feed and house these dispossessed people until 
they could find jobs and integrate with the local communities.  When the need to house the refugees ended, the 
site was disposed of by the Ministry of Works.   The remains of the camp were demolished in the 1960s and 70s 
and the whole camp area became part of the new Cannock Chase Country Park. 

Alan V. J. Eley  
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Medieval Graffiti 

One of the more interesting church recording projects in recent years has been the investigation of medieval 
graffiti in the churches of Norfolk and Suffolk.  These churches would originally have had the walls plastered 
and then painted and it is thought that the graffiti would have been scratched in the paint leading to a very 
visible mark. Much of the original plaster has now been removed from the churches and the graffiti with the 
scratching has in many cases left very shallow indentations in the stone surface which can be seen by very careful 
examination using an oblique light source. The method was pioneered a few years ago in Norfolk and more 
recently extended to Suffolk and a very large number of such marks have been found and photographed. This 
requires quite painstaking work and must be difficult but very rewarding.  To my knowledge such surveys have 
yet to be carried out outside East Anglia. But then these two counties have between them about 1100 medieval 
churches ; I’m not sure how many there are in Staffordshire let alone the number that were not in some way 
rebuilt in the post medieval period.  

 

Medieval graffiti from Suffolk churches 

There is a very wide range of graffiti to be found; text, pictures of objects, for example windmills and ships, 
mason’s marks, drawings of faces, and just simple symbols and designs.  Sometimes the graffiti can be difficult 
to interpret; texts written in abbreviated Medieval Latin can be daunting, but pictures are much easier and many 
symbols have known meanings.  The point is made that the most obvious items to be found in most churches 
came from the wealthiest members of the parish ; the common people have left very few traces behind and  it is 
this group who are the most likely to have made the graffiti. The hope is that this survey will add to our 
understanding of the interaction between the common people of the time and the churches that they used.  

For more detail of the project and many more images of graffiti see www.medieval-graffiti-suffolk.co.uk (for 
Suffolk) and www.medieval-graffiti.co.uk (for Norfolk) 

Richard Totty 

http://www.medieval-graffiti-suffolk.co.uk/
http://www.medieval-graffiti.co.uk/
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STAFFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 2015-16 

Membership fees: Individual £20, Joint £30, Student/Unemployed £15 

Title…………….. 
Names(s)………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………….………………………………………………………………………… 
Postcode ………………………………... 
Email …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Phone…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

I agree to allow the Society to contact me/us by email and telephone. 

I/we enclose £…………… for my/our subscription for the year 2015/16 for Individual / Joint / Student / 
Unemployed. 

Signed ………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

Date …………………………………….. 

Please send to Ms S Lupton, 71 Birchwood Road, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS14 9UN 

Note: Direct Payments can be made using PayPal™ option on the Web site. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----- 

                      GIFT AID DECLARATION 

TO: STAFFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Choosing to Gift Aid the Subscription or donations you make to the SAHS will allow the Society, which enjoys 
Charitable status, to reclaim from  Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs the basic rate of Income Tax paid on the 
amount of those subscriptions or donations without any cost to you, the Member. It is only necessary to fill the 
form in once. 

To do this you must be a UK Income Tax/Capital Gains Tax payer and have paid an amount at least equal to 
the tax the Society reclaims in the Tax Year concerned. 

Declaration: 

Members Full Name  .................................................................................................................................................... 

Address  ....................................................................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................  Post Code............................. 

I would like the Staffordshire Archaeological & Historical Society (SAHS) to treat as Gift Aid all Subscriptions 
and Donations I make from the Date of this Declaration. 

 

Signature  .......................................................................................................................Date ................................... 

Please return to the Honorary Treasurer, Keith Billington, 4 Gainsbrook Crescent, Norton Canes, Cannock. 
WS11 9TN or by hand to me at a Meeting. 
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