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THE PRESIDENT 

Lad ies and Gentlemen, 
At my P r e s i d en t i a l AddresB I s t ressed 

a number of aims that we should s t r i v e to accomplish,and as 
t h i s page marks the end of our year , i t might be worth-whi le 
t o rev iew the progress of the Soc i e t y . 

In the f i rB t place I suggested that the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
Soc i e t y should be as wide-spread as poss ib l e , and our future 
programme has been based on th i s p o l i c y . We have had an 
e x c e l l e n t s e r i e s of l e c t u r e s , many of outstanding importance, 
and the l e c t u r e s f o r the coming year are va r i ed to su i t every 
member in the Soc i e t y . Our j o i n t e f f o r t with the Birmingham 
U n i v e r s i t y w i l l be of two s e r i e s , whith again form a con t ras t . 
The l e c t u r e s in the Autumn w i l l be on Archive Work, and I hope 
to have the pleasure of g i v i ng a short s e r i e s on the Welsh 
Border Country a f t e r Christmas. This w i l l be the prelude to a 
week-end school on the Border sometime in Ap r i l or May to 
examine at f i r s t hand the g lo r ious h e r i t a g e of th i s par t of 
our Country. 

Our venture with a Soc ia l Evening proved to be an outstand­
ing success and I am g ra t e fu l to my co l leagues Sydney Robinson, 
Harry Thorpe and Graham Webster f o r t h e i r work on the Panel 
that contr ibuted so much to the evening. Our two excursions 
again were a contrast and we l l attended, the f i r s t be ing a 
v i s i t to the Shrewsbury abbeys and the other a canal t r i p ; 
the l a t t e r b e i n g a j o i n t e f f o r t by Messrd. Gil son and Ashdown-
Sharp to vhom our thanks are due for a pleasant day. 

Secondly I s tressed the need f o r research, both c o l l e c t i v e 
and i nd i v i dua l . Here the main aim of the Soc i e ty has been Wall 
and t h i s i s in the capable hands of Messrs. Lyon and Gould 
with a few h e l p e r s . The r esu l t of t h e i r work i s o f outstanding 
importance and I hope that one outcome of the we l l attended 
school at Wall in July under Mr. Graham Webster w i l l be further 
o f f e r s of he lp to dig under the guidance of these gentlemen. I 
would a lso po int out the va luable work done by other members of 
our Soc i e t y , the two *nost outstanding of these being the work 
on timber bu i ld ings by Mr. Sheppard and that on. canals by Mr. 
G i l son . 

This br ings me to my f i n a l po in t , that of pub l i ca t i on , and 
t o the g r ea t es t achievement of the Soc i e ty so f a r , our f i r s t 
copy o f the Transact ions. I t i s f i t t i n g that two most important 
papers g iven by members of the Soc ie ty should be the f i r s t 
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cont r ibut ions and i t should he the ob jec t of the Soc i e t y to see 
that t h i s high standard i s maintained. The Soc ie ty must l eave 
t o p o s t e r i t y the record of so much that i s r ap id l y vanishing 
around us and our l e c tu r e programmes are being arranged with 
th i s in mind. 

May I conclude by thanking a l l the members o f the Committee 
f o r t h e i r he lp and hard work during the past session and a l so 
t o the members who have moved away from L i c h f i e l d , namely Mr. 
and Mrs Hart ley and Mr. And Mrs. Gi l son. We wish themwell in 
t h e i r new ventures'. 

Yours s ince re l y , 

S. A . JEAVONS. 



WINTER MEETINGS 

The f o l l ow ing papers were submitted to the Soc ie ty : 

1959 
Sept. 10th 

Oct. 1 s t . 

Nov. 6th 

Dec. 4th 

1960 
Jan l^ th 

Feb. 12th 

March 11th 

Mar«h 2^th 

May 14th 

July 9th 

CRUCK HOUSES 
P.R. Sheppard. 

HOW GEOGRAPHY H A S AFFECTED THE GROWTH OF LICHFIELD 
Dr. H. Thorpe F .S .A . 

THE WYRLEY AND ESSINGTON CANAL 
C.J.Gi lson B.Sc. 

DANES CAMP AND THE IRON AGE FORTS IN THE COTSWOLDS 
Nicholas Thomas M.A. F.S.A. 

THE INFLUENCE OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE ON CHRISTIAN 
ART FROM 700 AD TO THE PRESENT DAY 

S.A.Jeavons F.S.A. 

ROMAN ROADS 
J.Whiston. 

ALLRIDGE - THE RICH AND THE POOR 
J.T.Gould . 

In add i t ion the fo l l owing soc ia l evening was he ld : 

I l l u s t r a t e d l e c t u r e by S.A.Jeavons F.S.A. fo l lowed 
by a Buf fe t Supper and "Any Questions?" ansv/ered 
by a Panel of Exper t s . 

Two One-day-schools were a lso arranged together 
wi th the Extra-Mural Dept. of Birmingham 
U n i v e r s i t y . 

The Uses of L i c h f i e l d E c c l e s i a s t i c a l Records f o r 
the Loca l H i s to r i an - Lec turer : E .R.C .Brinkworth 
M.A., B . L i t t . 

The Archaeology of Wa l l . D i r ec to r : Graham Webster 
M.A., F .S .A . 



SUMMER EXCURSIONS I 9 6 O 

May 28th Day Excursion to the Shropshire Abbeys 

A par ty of t h i r t y -n ine members l e d by the Pres ident v i s i t e d 
the Shrewsbury area, the f i r s t c a l l being Lap ley . Here the 
par ty inspected the church; th i s was o r i g i n a l l y a cruci form 
Norman bu i ld ing with a centra l tower. The transepts have now 
gone, l e a v i n g the nave, tower crossing and chancel. The core 
of the bu i ld ing i s Norman, but the chancel was enlarged about 
1300, when the present i n t e r e s t i ng east window was added. La te r 
i n the mediaeval per iod tha upper part of the tower was added 
and the tquare-headed windows inser ted in the nave. The font 
its most unusual and appears to have come from the cont inent . 
This connection i s probably explained by the fact that Lapley 
was an a l i e n abbey of the Benedict ine order belonging to the 
Abbey o f S t . Remigus, Rheims, u n t i l i t was suppressed by Henry 
V in 1414 and sold to Tong Co l l e g e . 

In Shrewsbury the par ty v i s i t e d Drapers H a l l , where they 
were welcomed by the Bishop of Shrewsbury and Mrs. Parker . This 
E l i zabethan timber framed house i s the gu i ldha l l o f the power­
fu l Drapers Guild whose chapel was in the south chancel of S t . 
Mary 's Church. 

S t . Mary's i s Shrewsbury's l a r g e s t church, and was o r i g i n ­
a l l y a c o l l e g i a t e church and a Royal Free Chapel, b u i l t in the 
middle o f the 12th century. I t was enlarged during the 13th 
century and the main part of the present bui ld ing i s of that 
d a t e , but parts of the Norman bui ld ing s t i l l remain in the 
north and south transept , chancel and west tower. The south 
chapel was added in the 14th century and the c l e r e s t o r y and 
f i n e panel led roof i s l a t e r . The church i s very r i ch in s t a i n ­
ed g l a s s , l i t t l e of which was made for the church, much of i t 
be ing from Prance, Germany and the Netherlands. 

The remainder of the excursion was spent in examining four 
abbeys, each of d i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o u s orders and comparing the i r 
l a y o u t s . The f i r s t was the Church of the Holy Cross, Shrewsbury 
- a Benedic t ine abbey founded by Ear l Roger de Montgomery about 
1080. Only the church remains of the abbey, the domestic quart­
e r s were destroyed when the present road was bu i l t l e a v ing only 
the Re f ec to ry pu lp i t . The nave o f the church i s Norman, c i r ca 
1100, with the west f ront somewhat l a t e r and in to which has 
been inse r t ed a f ine perpendicular window. The e x t e r i o r was 
h e a v i l y r es to red by J.L.Pearson in 1886/7. He a lso r e b u i l t the 
eas tern part of the church. 

Haughmond Abbey was founded about 1135 f o r "toe Augustinian 
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June 25th T r i p along the Shropshire Union Canal from 
Auther ley Junction, Wolverhampton to Wheaton 
Aston v i a Brewood. 

Twenty-eight members of the Soc ie ty with three ch i ld ren 
t r a v e l l e d by car from L i c h f i e l d to Oxley Moor Br idge ,Wo lver ­
hampton, where they boarded the 'Ernest Thomas' - a boat owned 
by the Wolverhampton Boys Club. The boat , a f t e r r eve rs ing 
northwards, entered the Shropshire Union Canal from the 
S ta f f o rdsh i r e and Worcestershire Canal. At the junct ion there 
i s a stop lock to regu la te the l e v e l of water in each cana l . 
Here the boat stopped whi lBt Mr. Sam Lomas M.B.E., T r a f f i c 
Commissioner f o r the area , d i s t r i bu ted pamphlets and gu ides . 
A watercan g a i l y decorated with the t r a d i t i o n a l roses »nd 
c a s t l e s was shown to the par ty . I t had been painted by an 
i l l i t e r a t e boatman. 

The par ty then set o f f for Brewood where lunch was taken 
a t the Swan Hotel a f t e r a v i s i t to the parish church, where 
the l 6 th century tombs of the G i f f o rds were admired. The canal 
passes through Ch i l l i n g t on Park, the home of the G i f f a rd s , and 
an ornamental br idge marks the cross ing of the canal by one 
o f the d r i v e s to the house. The par ty continued to Wheaton 
Aston, passed the f e eder from the Be lv ide Rese rvo i r and 

canons, nothing of th i s per iod remains as an ambitious r ebu i l d ­
ing took p lace l a t e r in the 12th century. The Chapter House 
and C l o i s t e r date from that per iod . A l l of the church has gone 
except the foundations, but much remains of the 14th century 
and l a t e r domestic quar te rs , inc luding the kitchen and a f i ne 
Abbo t ' s l odg ing . The water and drainage system was except ion­
a l l y good as the v i s i b l e evidence shows. 

At Buildwas, a C i s t e r c i an abbey was founded in 1135 by 
Bishop Roger de Cl inton; the domestic quarters have su f f e r ed , 
on ly the Chapter House i s l e f t , but much of the church remainB 
I t has a length of 180 f e e t , being a cruciform bu i ld ing with a 
nave o f seven bays and no t r i f o r ium, with a t yp i c a l square 
C i s t e r c i an end. The c l o i s t e r was on the north s ide . 

Much Wenlock was o r i g i n a l l y a Saxon nunnery and became a 
p r i o r y when refounded in 1050 b y L e o f r i c , Earl of Merc ia , and 
a f t e r the ConqueBt by Ear l Roger de Montmorency who made i t 
into a Cluniac abbey. I t was r e b u i l t i n the ^ a r l y Engl ish 
pe r i od in to a l a r g e cruciform church, 350 f e e t l ong . The 
c l o i s t e r s and f i n e Chapter House are c i r ca 1150-80. The 
magni f i cent P r i o r s dwel l ing house dates from l5°0 and i s 
s t i l l inhab i ted . 
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crossed the aqueduct b u i l t by Te l f o rd in 1832 over the Holyhead 
road (now the A5) which he had engineered and completed in 1825 
JuBt be fore Wheaton Aston i s the only lock in th i s sec t ion with 
a f a l l o f seven f e e t . The boat then turned for the journey back 
t o Wolverhampton. 

The par ty observed the b r idges , stop locks (which enable the 
canal to be drained in sect ions fo r r e p a i r s ) , the carv ing by 
tow ropes of the p r o t e c t i v e i ron p la t es on the br idges and the 
maintenance work being undertaken. A dredger was passed en 
rou te though not at work. 

Thi s canal was the l a s t major p iece of canal engineer ing 
undertaken in B r i t a i n , being b u i l t between 1826 and 1835, to 
prov ide a shor ter journey between Birmingham and L i v e rpoo l that 
v i a . the S ta f f o rdsh i r e and Worcestershire and the Trent and 
Mersey Canals. The canal was taken over by the L.H.W.R. in 1856 
passing to the L .M.S.Rly . in 1923. I t was nat iona l i sed in 1947. 
Today i t c a r r i e s l i t t l e commercial t r a f f i c but pleasure c ra f t 
are using i t in ever increas ing numbers. 



OUR FUTURE PROGRAMME 

Winter Meet ings . 
I t i3 hoped that the fo l lowing papers w i l l be 

d e l i v e r ed to the soc i e t y : 

1960 
Oct . 7 t h AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF STAFFORDSHIRE. 

R.Sherlock B.A. 

Nov. 4th THE PRE BEND AL STALLS OF LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL . 
Rev. H. Bay l i s M . A . 

Dec. 2nd VICARS CLOSE. 
F .H.Lyon. 

1961 
Jan. 6th EXCAVATION OF THE ROMAN FORT AT WALL. 

J .T .Gould. 

Feb. 3rd CRUCK BUILDINGS IN THE LICHFIELD DISTRICT. 
P.R.Sheppard. 

March EXHIBITION OF LICHFIELD BYGONES. 
Arranged by S.A.Jeavons F . S . A . and E.Ashdown-Sharp. 

A p r i l 14th THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SETTLEMENT PATTERN AND FARMING 
IN THE SHENSTONE AREA PRIOR TO THE GENERAL 
ENCLOSURE MOVEMENT. 
R.Hebden B.A. 

F i e l d Work 
I t i s an t i c i pa t ed that excavations w i l l continue on 

the Roman s i t e at Wa l l , and that further t imber-
framed bu i ld ings w i l l be examined and recorded 
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Excurs ions . 

196l 
A p r i l 

May 

June 

I t i s hoped to arrange the fo l l ow ing excursions; 

A LONG WEEK-END IN THE WELSH BORDER. 
Leader - S.A.Jeavons F.S.A. 

LITTLE COMBERTON AND ELMLEY CASTLE. 
Leader - J.T.Gould. 

AN EXCURSION INTO DERBYSHIRE. 
Leader - S.A.Jeavons F.S.A. 

Soc i a l Evening. 
Steps are being taken to arrange the fo l lowing 

Soc ia l Evening: 
Nov.11th I l l u s t r a t e d l e c t u r e , Buffet Supper and "Any 

Quest ions?" answered by a panel of exper ts . 

One-Day-School. 
Pre l iminary arrangements are being made to 

ho ld at l e a s t one One-Day-School on a topic 
o f great i n t e r e s t to L i c h f i e l d people . 

Courses arranged in co-operat ion with the Extra-Mural Dept. 
o f Birmingham Un i v e r s i t y . 

A s e r i e s of l e c tu r e s on Arch ives , l e c tu r e r 
not yet appointed. 

A s e r i e s of l e c tu r es by S . A .Jeavons F.S.A. 
l ead ing up to the long week-end excursion 
in the V v elsh Border. 

1960 
Autumn 

196l 
Spring 



CRUCK-TRUSSED HOUSES IN LICHFIELD. 
By P.R.Sheppard. 

The type of dwe l l ing c a l l e d the cruck-trussed house belongs 
t o the medieval pe r i od , which extended from the Norman Conquest 
to the Reformation. The r oo f in these houses i s supported by 
t russes each cons i s t ing of a pa i r of heavy curved t imbers of 
oak known as " b l a d e s " . The upper ends of these b lades were o f t en 
j o i n t e d and pegged together , or tenoned in to " c o l l a r beams". The 
lower ends were tenoned in to a heavy hor i zonta l beam c a l l e d the 
" s i l l " . This res ted on a foundation of stonework of vary ing 
h e i g h t . 

The number of known examples of cruck-truseed houses in 
S ta f f o rdsh i r e i s small . In 1958, a cruck truss in d e r e l i c t 
proper ty at Greenh i l l , L i c h f i e l d , was photographed be fore 
demo l i t i on . In 196O, a b lock o f houses in Stowe S t . , L i c h f i e l d , 
was demolished to make way for bungalows for o ld peop le . The 
w r i t e r was able to photograph one t russ , and secure some i n t e r ­
e s t i n g specimens of wa t t l e and daub and o r i g ina l p l a s t e r from 
a hidden gab l e . Apparent ly , there were s i x cruck trusses in the 
house be fore they were swept away. 

I n t e r e s t in th i s type of t imber construct ion in L i c h f i e l d was 
aroused by an a r t i c l e in the l o c a l newspaper during 1958* 
f o l l o w i n g the d iscovery of cruck trusses in two cot tages numbered 
71 and 73 Stowe S t r e e t . I t was l a t e r es tab l i shed that an ad j o in ­
ing bu i ld ing a l so contains cruck t russes . 

By permission of the L i c h f i e l d C i ty Council members of the 
L i c h f i e l d Archaeo log ica l and H i s t o r i c a l Soc i e ty were able to 
make a thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the c o t t a g e s . The ob jec t of 
t h i s work was to expose the timber framing, which was hidden by 
wal lpaper and p l a s t e r . Furthermore, i t was necessary to inspect 
the roo f t imbers and c o l l e c t as much evidence as poss ib l e to 
b u i l d up a p i c ture of the o r i g i n a l s t ructure . I t was then 
decided to make a complete survey and record of the premises, 

I was i n v i t e d to undertake the d e t a i l ed inspect ion and 
measuring of the framing of the co t t ages . The p ro j e c t proved to 
be most i n t e r e s t i n g , and the r esu l t s are placed be fo re you, in 
the hope that others w i l l wish to know more about timbered 
houses and enjoy the f asc ina t i on of look ing "behind the scenes " . 

The survey began with the examination of the south s ide of 
the co t tages from the s t r e e t ( F i g . l ) . The t o t a l length of the 
bu i l d ing i s t h i r t y - t h r e e f e e t , and the he ight i s approximately 
twenty- four f e e t . The west end of N0.71 i s not j o ined to the 
adjacent house. The two dormer windows, and the ground f l o o r 
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windows and doorways were inser ted when the structure was 
converted in to two co t t ages . The roof has a l t e e p p i tch of 
f i f t y - f i v e degrees . 

The member of the frame at the top of the wal l i s c a l l e d the 
" w a l l - p l a t e " , and th i s stands l e s s than twelve f e e t above the 
pavement l e v e l . The other hor i zon ta l beams are ca l l ed " r a i l s " 
and the shorter v e r t i c a l members are c a l l ed " s tuds " . The long 
v e r t i c a l members are "pos ts " ( F i g . 2 ) . 

Peg -ho les can be seen s ing l y , in twos and in groups of four. 
The presence of one or two peg-holes ind ica tes one mort ise and 
tenon j o i n t . Pour peg-holes ind icate the presence of two j o i n t s 
( P i g . 3 ) . 

In P i g . 2 , i t w i l l be seen that seven pairs of peg-holes have 
no function to perform, and there fo re i t i s assumed that members 
have been removed from pos i t i ons opposite the empty peg -ho les . 
This was done to make way for doorways and windows, and such 
t imber i s ind ica ted with dotted l i n e s . 

As important as peg-ho les , are the ends of three tenons 
showing through the posts at po ints A, B, and C ( P i g . 2 ) . There 
i s one at D, but the mort ise has not been completely cut . Behind 
the tenons are members p lay ing an important part in the con­
s t ruc t i on of the framework of the bu i ld ing . Their funct ion w i l l 
be descr ibed l a t e r in th i s paper. There was, probably, a window 
space a t B with a s ing le mul l ion. 

O r i g i n a l l y the panels or spaces enclosed by members of the 
frame were f i l l e d with w a t t l e and daub. This was replaced with 
brickwork as necess i t y and fashion demanded. 

The funct ion o f the posts showing tenons at A, C and D w i l l 
be discussed in r e l a t i o n to the construct ion of the cruck 
t r u s s e s . At point P ( P i g . 2 ) , four peg-holes ind icate that a 
Becond r a i l was j o ined to the post , and i t can be assumed that 
the w a l l - p l a t e a l so formed part of the timber frame o f another 
bu i l d ing be fo re the l a t t e r was a l t e r e d . 

A view o f the northern e l e va t i on of the cot tages i s seen 
a f t e r walking -ch rough the passage shown on the plan ( P i g . 4 ) . 
Only the w a l l - p l a t e i s v i s i b l e , and that i s a l l that remains of 
the frame on the north side o f the house, the r e s t having been 
removed when i t decayed. There are two dormer windows of the 
same per iod as those a t the front of the bu i ld ing . 

The main framework i s contained in three cruck-trusses at A, 
B and C on the p lan. They form two bays of f i f t e e n f e e t and 
s i x t e en f e e t r e s p e c t i v e l y . The bay between trusses A and B i s 
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N o . 7 1 , and the other bay i s No . 7 3 . The i n t e r i o r width of the 
bu i l d ing i s seventeen f e e t . 

Despi te the inse r t i on o f f l o o r s , c e i l i n g and chimney stack, 
i t was poss ib l e to make a complete survey of the t russes . 

Cruck Truss A ( F i g . 5 ) . 
The b lades were o r i g i n a l l y e ighteen f e e t long before the 

lower ends decayed, l i k e the s i l l into which they were tenoned. 
They are s l i g h t l y curved, and symmetrical, having been sawn 
from the same t r e e trunk. Their maximum width i s one f o o t , and 
they are seven inches th i ck . 

The heavy t ie-beam i s dove ta i l ed and ha lved into the b lades , 
and i t s upper s ide i s s ix f e e t Bix inches above f l o o r l e v e l . 
I t i s e ight inches deep and seven inches th ick . The top o f 
each blade i s tenoned into the ends of a col lar-beam e ight f e e t 
l ong . Upon t h i s stands a k ing-post which ca r r i e s the r i d g e - p i e c e . 

The space between t ie-beam and col lar-beam contains a r a i l and 
three studs. The r a i l i s seven and a h a l f inches wide and s ix 
inches th ick ; the studs are the same width and three and a h a l f 
inches th i ck . The k ing-post i s seven inches wide and s ix inches 
t h i c k . Only three panels are f i l l e d with wa t t l e and daub. Inves t ­
i g a t i o n of the s o f f i t or underside of the tie-beam revea l ed three 
mor t i ses which once accommodated three studs, each e ight inches 
w id e . In add i t i on , there are twelve wa t t l e ho l e s , three to each 
pane l . A l l missing parts of the truss are ind icated by dot ted 
l i n e s in the drawing. This evidence proves that there was no 
entrance at t h i s end of the o r i g i n a l house. 

The method of incorporat ing the framing of the wa l l s with 
the cruck truss must now be studied. The post with tenon A i s 
a t tached to the lower end of the cruck blade as shown in F i g . 3 . 
The tenon A i s the end of a spur - t i e , a short member which i s 
dove t a i l ed and ha lved into the b lade . The w a l l - p i ate r e s t s on the 
top of the pos t , and th i s method i s seen to be qui te unl ike the 
system in which the w a l l - p l a t e s res t on extensions of the t i e -
beam which would be f i x ed h igher up the b lades . Substant ia l 
p u r l i n s , seven inches th i ck , to carry the r a f t e r s are pegged to 
the b lades , and add i t i ona l support i s provided by s t ru ts placed 
under the pur l ins and tenoned in to the spur t i e s . This method 
o f construct ion i s common to a l l three cruck trusses in t h i s 
house. The spaces l e f t between these par ts of the truss and post 
are f i l l e d with wa t t l e and daub, rubble , and an i r r e g u l a r l y 
shaped p iece of timber was also found. The use of t imber as a 
s p a c e - f i l l e r in such circumstances i s regarded as unusual. I t 
was impossible to ascer ta in the condi t ion and extent of the 
post on the north side o f the house as i t i s masked by brickwork. 
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There i s no trace of a s i l l under th i s t russ . 

Cruck TrusB 33 ( F i g . 6 ) . 
This truss forms the d i v i s i on between Nos. 7 1 and 7 3 , and w i l l 

be r e f e r r e d to as the centre t russ . The blades are twenty- three 
f e e t l o n g , and are g r a c e fu l l y curved. Their maximum width i s four­
teen inches , and they are seven inches th i ck . The tops are tenon­
ed in to a co l lar -beam three f e e t s ix inches long. The k ing-post 
i s only Bix inches h i gh . The heavy t i e beam i s chamfered, and 1B 
d o v e t a i l e d and ha lved in to the b lades . I t i s between nine and 
ten inches deep and s ix inches th i ck . The top side i s s l i g h t l y 
more than s ix f e e t above f l o o r l e v e l ; there may have been a 
p a r t i a l s e t t l i n g of the centre truss owing to the d e f e c t i v e 
cond i t i on of the f e e t of the b lades . An intermediate curved 
r a i l and three studs completed the o r i g i n a l frame of th i s t russ . 
One stud was removed when f i r ep l a c e s were i n s t a l l e d in the upper 
rooms, and a f lue ac tua l l y passes through the truss to j o i n a 
cen t ra l b r i ck stack. Four panels contain wat t l e and daub, and 
s im i l a r i n f i l l i n g i s used in smaller spaces between other members 
of the truBS. The tenon o f the spur - t i e can be seen at point C 
( F i g . 2 ) . Both b lades are chamfered below the tie-beam. This was 
done where the occupants of the house were in danger of in jury 
caused by hard and sharp edges on the members of the framing. 
There i s no regu lar s e r i e s of mort ises in the s o f f i t of the t i e -
beam, and th i s part of the truss was not c l osed . 

The upper surface of the centre truss was found to be coated 
with soot on that s ide now included in No.73 ( F i g . 8 ) . 

Cruck Truss C ( F i g . 7 ) . 
This truss i s the most complete and he lp fu l in determining 

the type and extent of the o r i g ina l cruck house. The blades are 
s l i g h t l y curved, are seventeen f e e t l ong , and th e i r maximum 
width i s one f o o t . The tops are tenoned into a col lar-beam ten 
f e e t l ong , and the k ing-poet i s f i v e f e e t s ix incheB h i g h . The 
top of the t ie-beam i s s i x f ee t s i x inches above f l o o r l e v e l . 
Happi ly , the s i l l r ema ins almost i n - t a c t , and so i t was poss ib l e 
to determine the f l o o r l e v e l of the vhole bu i l d ing . Exposure 
to adverse weather condi t ions r esu l t ed in the decay of the s i l l 
on the other s ides of the bu i l d ing , because i t was l a i d down at 
ground l e v e l . Excavat ion ca r r i ed out beneath the B i l l of th i s 
truBS r evea l ed i r r e gu l a r p ieces of sandstone which in no way 
resembled a p l i n t h . There are three studs between the t ie-beam 
and the s i l l , but the panels are br ick f i l l e d . 

D e t a i l e d inspec t ion of the s o f f i t of the tie-beam was necess­
ary to e s t ab l i sh the presence or otherwise of wat t l e h o l e s . As 
each panel has i t s quota of such h o l e s , i t i s now known that 
there was no communicating door in the end of the o r i g i n a l 
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s t ruc ture . A l l the main j o i n t s are dove ta i l ed and ha lved as in 
the other t russes . A l l panels and spaces above the t ie-beam are 
f i l l e d with wa t t l e and daub, and the whole framework i s i n 
e x c e l l e n t cond i t i on . 

Inspect ion o f the truss above the inser ted c e i l i n g of No.73 
brought to l i g h t more deposits of soot ( F i g . 8 ) . The ends of 
pur l ins be longing to the ad jo in ing bu i ld ing No.75» o ve r l ap the 
pur l i n s supporting the r a f t e r s of No.73 ( F i g . 8 ) . 

A s c a r f - j o i n t e d r idge p iece runs the f u l l l ength o f Nos . 7 1 
and 7 3 , and r es t s on the three k ing-posts a l ready mentioned. 
There were s ix windbraces in the o r i g i na l frame to p rov ide 
extra s t a b i l i t y to the s t ructure , but only three remain i n t a c t . 
They were pegged to the outside edges of the cruck b l ades , and 
notched in to the pur l ins ( F i g . 8 ) . 

F i n a l l y we have to discuss the importance of the tenon showing 
at B ( F i g . 2 ) . This i s the end of a heavy chamfered beam which 
reaches to the other side of the bu i ld ing , where i t r e s t s on a 
br i ck p i l l a r . O r i g i n a l l y i t was supported by a bracket pegged 
to the frame be fo re th is was rep laced by brickwork. F loor j o i s t s 
of l a r g e dimensions r es t on th is beam, and the tie-beams of 
trusses A and B ( F i g . 9 ) . The s o f f i t of t h i s beam has two mort ises 
and s i x small ho l e s , each one and a h a l f inches in d iameter , se t 
at i n t e r v a l s of one f o o t . I t i s considered that the mort ises 
he ld studs, and that the ho l e s he ld the l i gh twe igh t framework of 
a p a r t i t i o n or screen made of wa t t l e ( F i g . 9 ) . Tne beam i s part 
of the o r i g ina l frame of the house, and supported the f l o o r of a 
room c a l l e d the So la r , a p r i va t e apartment used by the fami ly . 
Underneath there would have been the usual domestic s torage 
p laces f o r food, and some accommodation f o r l i v e s t o c k . Access to 
the So lar was probably by some kind of ladder ( F i g . 8 ) . 

The presence o f soot on the upper surfaces of trusses B and C 
g i v e s a clue as to the type of house th is was. Before the i n ­
s e r t i on of f l o o r and c e i l i n g , th i s bay, now occupied by No. 73» 
was open to the r a f t e r s and the f i r e burned on the cent ra l 
hear th , the smoke escaping through a hole in the r oo f . This 
par t of the dwe l l ing was known as the Hal l ( F i g . 8 ) . 

Our p i c tu re of the cruck house i s almost complete, and we 
have only to decide the pos i t i on of the entrance. I t was not 
poss ib l e to remove brickwork from beneath the s o f f i t of the 
r a i l in the f ron t of the co t tages to es tab l i sh the p o s i t i o n 
of w a t t l e h o l e s . However the study of cruck houses of a s im i l a r 
type shows that the o r i g i n a l entrance must have been in the 
dame p o s i t i o n as the present entrance, at the end of the passage 
a l r eady mentioned. 
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I t i s not d i f f i c u l t to imagine what l i f e was l i k e in a 
dwel l ing which was i l l - l i t , damp, draughty and lacking a l l 
the amenit ies to which we are so accustomed. 

This ciruck house, now un f i t for hab i ta t i on and becoming 
d e r e l i c t , i s a very good example of the two-bay type with i t s 
Hall and So lar . I t has been scheduled Grade I I , as being of 
h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t . 

The dat ing of o ld bui ld ings of th i s type always presents 
a problem, but i t probably belongs to the per iod 1 4 5 0 - 1 5 5 ° . 

I constructed a scale model of the conjectured framework of 
th i s cruck house, and i t i s on v iew in L i c h f i e l d Museum f o r the 
benef i t of a l l those enthusiasts who l i k e to know what l i e s 
"behind the scenes " . 

Thanks are due to Mr. Oglesby, C i t y Engineer and Surveyor , 
who f a c i l i t a t e d the examination and recording of the bu i ld ing . 
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THE WYRLEY AtfD ESSIl'GTON CANAL . 
By C.J.Gi lson B.Sc. 

The Wyrley and Essington Canal, which now forms par to f the 
Birmingham Canal Nav i ga t i ons , has a h i s t o r y which i l l u s t r a t e s 
the course of the h i s t o r y of water transport in Great B r i t a i n . 
I t i s to he r e g r e t t ed that so many h i s t o r i ans have in the past 
devoted themselves to the study of Roman and Mediaeval B r i t a i n 
on ly , wh i l e neg l e c t ing the canals and other evidence of more 
recent h i s t o r y of the country. Fortunate ly there i s a con­
s ide rab l e r e v i v a l of i n t e r e s t in canals , which, though i t comes 
too l a t e to prevent the c losure of some waterways, may y e t save 
many canals for ho l iday t r a f f i c and research, and qui te a 
number as commercial t ransport routes . 

Erom ear l y times r i v e r s have been important f o r transport of 
coal and people , and the ea r l y sett lement of most countr ies 
f o l l ows c l o s e l y the main l i n e s of nav igable r i v e r s , but i t seems 
probable that the f i r s t man-made canals were constructed more 
with a view to drainage than f o r nav i ga t i on . Thus the Eossdyke 
was dredged by the Romans pr imar i l y f o r drainage and was doubt­
l e s s used secondar i l y for t ranspor t . An ear l y canal was the 
Exe ter Canal, b u i l t in 1 5 6 3 - 6 , but the main impetus of canal 
bu i l d i ng , sometimes c a l l e d the Canal Era, was in the Eighteenth 
Century, and s tar ted with the construct ion of the Br idgewater 
Canal, 1 7 5 9 - 6 1 . This was authorised under:-

"An Act to enable the Most Noble Eranc is , Duke of 
Br idgewater to make a nav igable Cut or Canal from a 
c e r t a i n P lace in the Township of Sa l f o rd , to or near 
Worsley M i l l and Middlewood, in the Manor of Woraiey, 
and to or near a P lace ca l l ed H o l l i n Eerry , in the 
County Pa l a t ine of Lancas te r . " 

and i t r ece i ved the Royal Assent on March 23rd 1 7 5 9 • 

This; canal , completed in 1 7 & 1 , was designed and b u i l t under 
the d i r e c t i on of James Br ind l ey , who, although not a t ra ined 
c i v i l engineer in the modern sense of the word, was a remarkable 
canal bu i l de r and one of the great men connected with canal 
h i s t o r y . The Bridgewater Canal, which caused a d ras t i c reduct ion 
in the cost of coal in Manchester, was notable for i t s aqueduct 
across the R i ve r I r w e l l , considered by contemporaries to be one 
o f the wonders of England. 

The poor s ta te of roads in England, f r equent ly impassable to 
heavy t r a f f i c in bad weather, coupled with the d i f f i c u l t y and 
expense of nav i ga t ing the winding and undredged r i v e r s wi th 
currents making upstream t r a f f i c d i f f i c u l t , made the d e s i r a b i l i t y 
, f canals a t once apparent, and the success of the Br idgewater 
Canal ushered in the Canal Era. Many of the canals b u i l t at th i s 
time surv ive to the present day, but many f e l l by the wayside 
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through lack o f sound technica l and f inanc ia l p o l i c y . 

While many l o c a l speculators were concerned only with cheap 
t ransport of t h e i r own products, Br ind ley had the f o r e s i g h t to 
see the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of an in tegra ted nat ional canal system. 
He envisaged a Canal Cross, with Birmingham at the c en t r e . This 
would l i n k L i v e rpoo l to London, and the Trent to the Severn. 
This would g i v e the Black Country an importance as thecrossroade 
which would immensely he lp i t s development .Birmingham i s twenty 
mi l es from the Severn, f i f t y - t w o from the Weaver, and twenty-
e i g h t from the Trent . As road transport was lengthy and expens­
i v e - i t cost three pounds to take three tons of goods from 
Birmingham to Burton and took three days - canal transport was 
the so lu t i on and in the e a r l y days of canals , f r e i g h t charges 
were cut to about one th i r d of the road p r i c e s . 

The e a r l i e s t Black Country canal was the Birmingham Canal 
begun in 1 7 6 6 , which reached Wolverhampton in 1 7 7 2 v i a Wednes-
bury and B i l s t o n . The success of the ear l y canals, inc luding 
those forming the Canal Cross: - The Trent and Mersey Canal 
( 1 7 6 6 - 1 7 7 7 ) , The S ta f f o rdsh i r e and Worcestershire Canal ( 1 7 6 6 -
1 7 7 2 ) , The Coventry Canal ( 1 7 6 8 - 1 7 8 9 ) , The Thames and Severn 
Canal ( 1 7 8 3 - 1 7 8 9 ) : l e d to a Canal Mania in the ea r l y 1 7 9 0 s . 
The number of Canal Acts passed to authorise canal works was as 
f o l l o w s : -

Years No. of A c t s . 
1 7 6 0 - 1 7 7 0 14 
1 7 7 1 - 1 7 8 0 14 
1 7 8 1 - 1 7 9 0 9 
1 7 9 1 - 1 8 0 0 54 
1 8 0 1 - 1 8 1 0 8 

This Mania l e d to many unnecessary canals , some o f which were 
never even completed, o thers of which l a s t e d only a few yea rs . 

The Wyrley and Essington Canal was o r i g i n a l l y p ro j e c t ed as 
a l o c a l goods carry ing canal l i nk ing the mining centres of 
Wyrley and Essington with the towns they suppl ies , Wolverhampton 
and W a l s a l l . I t was not o r i g i n a l l y intended to come to L i c h f i e l d 
and t h i s sec t ion was a l a t e r add i t i on . The f i r s t canal planned 
f o r L i c h f i e l d was a proposed extension from the Trent and Mersey 
Canal in to Stowe Poo l . The suggestion was put forward by 
Br ind ley in about 176O and the proposed plans can be seen in 
the Burton Museum, but th i s was never put into p r a c t i c e , and 
once the Wyrley and Essington Canal was b u i l t , the advantages 
of extending i t v i a L i c h f i e l d to the Coventry Canal were 
r e a l i s e d . 

The normal pa t te rn f o r the construct ion of a canal was as 
f o l l o w s . A group of men would have the idea and would adve r t -
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i s e a meeting to discuss the p r o j e c t . A committee would be 
se t up and an engineer commissioned to survey the route and 
g i v e an est imate o f the probable cos t . This repor t » i f 
approved, would be fo l lowed by a p e t i t i o n to Parl iament for 
l eave to present a B i l l . This was necessary as the Company 
would have to be a Jo int Stock Company, and under the-Bubblo 
Act of 1 7 2 0 , f o l l ow ing the South Sea Bubble, a l l j o i n t stock 
companies requi red Parl iamentary sanct ion. I t a lso gave them 
power to impose bye- laws. 

The shares would then be so ld , normally only a par t of the 
face, va lue would be c a l l e d i n , more being demanded as the con­
s t ruc t i on got under way. The f i r s t expenses of the company 
might w e l l be the l awyers ' f e es f o r f i gh t ing or buying o f f 
oppos i t i on to the B i l l be fore Par l iament . A canal might be 
opposed on many grounds - perhaps f o r destroy ing the peace and 
qu ie t of a town. L i c h f i e l d was against a canal coming in to the 
c i t y - hence i t s path on the south s ide of the c i t y and some 
d istance from i t . A canal might also be opposed because i t cut 
an es ta t e i n two, was l i a b l e to cause f l ood ing of mines, might 
compete with another canal or in jure road transport by reducing 
the t o l l s on the turnpikes. 

I f a l l went we l l the b i l l would eventual ly r e c e i v e the Royal 
Assent and construct ion could b e g i n . I f the engineer had se r ­
i o u s l y underestimated costs however, a further act might be 
r equ i red to permit further borrowing. The f i r s t General Meeting 
would appoint a Secretary and Committee to supervise the b u i l d ­
ing of the canal . 

The work was car r i ed out by unsk i l l ed workmen who were pa r t ­
l y drawn from the l o c a l countrys ide , and pa r t l y from a wander­
ing group known as " n a v v i e s " , not always welcome v i s i t o r s to 
the countrys ide . There were a lso s k i l l e d craftsmen such as 
carpenters , b r i ck laye rs e t « A l l these men were under the 
d i r e c t i o n of the engineer . I t can t ru l y be sa id that the canal 
era gave r i s e to the pro f ess ion of C i v i l Engineer ing . The men 
who undertook th i s work had no experience of t h e i r own or 
anyone e l s e s to go on and they undertook engineer ing works 
on a sca le unprecedented s ince Roman times.. There were the re ­
f o r e many blunders due to inexper ienced and sometimes even 
dishonest eng ineers . Since l i t t l e was known of the geo logy of 
the countrys ide ( t h i s was before the pub l i ca t i on of the 
Ordnance Survey maps) a canal might be eas i e r or harder to 
construct than had been an t i c i pa t ed . At f i r s t , , f o l l ow ing 
B r i n d l e y 1 s l e ad , canals tended to f o l l ow the contours, but 
t h i s produced winding and unnecessar i ly long canals and when 
i t wa§ r e a l i s e d that s o i l from a cutt ing in one p lace could 
be used to make an embankment in another, s t r a i gh t e r canals 
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were b u i l t and many of the o lder canals were reconst ructed and 
improved as new techniques of bu i ld ing were developed. 

The land requi red fo r a canal was purchased with d i f f i c u l t y in 
many cases - when the company and landowners d isagreed , the canal 
a c t would prov ide f o r a body of commissioners to s e t t l e the d i s ­
pute, and the commissioners usual ly favoured t h e i r f e l l o w land­
owners. Appeal could be made from the commissioners to a jury 
but -this was r a r e l y done. Most land was bought f o r t h i r t y y e a r ' s 
purchase, 

The h i s t o r y of the Wyrley and Essington Canal can be t raced 
by re ference to the Minute Books in the B r i t i sh Transport 
Commission's museum, which include those of the Wyrley and 
Essington Canal, and to the f i l e s of the Wolverhampton Chronic le 
and other papers, and the Hansard Reports of the debates of the 
House of Commons and the House of Lords . 

The f i r s t d e f i n i t e mention of the Wyrley and Essington Canal 
seems to be in August 1 7 9 1 * when an advertisement was inse r t ed 
in the Wolverhampton Chronicle f o r August 10th, 1 7 t h , 24th and 
3 1 s t . This was required by the standing orders of the House of 
Commons which necess i ta t ed not ico being given of the app l i ca t i on 
to Parl iament f o r a canal b i l l at Quarter Sessions in every 
county through which the canal passes, with a paper g i v i n g de­
t a i l s to be posted outside the courtroom, and an advert isement 
p r in t ed in at l e a s t one county paper three times in theAugust 
or September be fo re the session of Parliament in which the 
app l i c a t i on i s to be made. 

The advert isement reads as f o l l ows : 
"No t i c e i s hereby g iven that app l i ca t i on i s intended 
to be made to Parl iament the next sess ion, for l e a v e to 
b r i n g in a b i l l , f o r making a navigable canal from or near 
Wyr ley , i n the County o f S ta f f o rd , through the Beveral 
par ishes or townships of Wyrley, Bushbury, Bent ley , Walsa l l 
and Wolverhampton, in the same county, to communicate with 
the present Birmingham Canal at or near the town of Wolver­
hampton. 

A subscr ip t ion f o r de f ray ing the expenses of the above 
undertaking i s opened and l e f t at the o f f i c e s of Messrs. 
Chrees and Wightwick, A t to rneys , where a plan and es t im­
a te of the expenses of the intended canal may be seen . " 

The purpose of the canal was to open up the ex tens ive c oa l ­
f i e l d s of the area around Wyrley and Ess ington. P r i e s t l e y in 
1831 comments of the value o f the canal and i t s extension to 
L i c h f i e l d , as prov id ing a nat ional market for ChaBe coal since 
one could go from i t to the Trent and Mersey, Oxford and other 
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cana ls . Canals had taken so much coal away from Wolverhampton 
and area that new suppl ies were needed to keep p r i c es down. In 
the e a r l y stages o f the completed canal i t must have "been hoped 
that that i t would capture Borne through t r a f f i c between the 
Midlands and Hu l l , and even p lay a part in a Hul l -Mid lands-Br i s -
t o l l i n k but t h i s does not seem to have ma t e r i a l i s ed . The 
Worcester and Birmingham canal l i n k was not completed u n t i l 1 8 1 5 , 
and p r i o r to that the route from the Severn to the Trent was 
e i t h e r from Stourport to Dudley and Birmingham and down the 
Eaze ley Canal, or to Wolverhampton and down the Wyrley and 
Essington to Eradley . 

The extension to the Daw End Branch opened up the l ime works 
at Rushall and Daw End, a trade which continued on and o f f un t i l 
a f t e r the 1939 -4 -5 War. This l ime was of great value both as a 
f lux in iron-making, and f o r ag r i cu l tu ra l purposes as the s o i l s 
of Cannock Chase are ac id and unsuitable for farming unless l ime 
i s added. 

E f f o r t s to develop the canal f o r more general usage than 
coal or l ime t r a f f i c were o f ten made a f t e r the canal was bu i l t 
but were unsuccessful . The H 0 U s e of °ommons Journal r e co rds , on 
the 10th Eebruary 1792 a p e t i t i o n f o r l eave to introduce the 
B i l l i n to the Commons. This read as f o l l ows : 

" A p e t i t i o n of severa l gentlemen and others , ( imply ing a 
n i c e soc ia l d i s t i n c t i o n , but no names are ment ioned) , 
presented and read, s e t t i n g forth that i t appears by l e v e l s 
and surveys l a t e l y made that a canal for the nav igat ion of 
boa t s , barges and other v e s se l s may be convenient ly made 
from or near a place c a l l e d Wyrley Bank to or near a place 
c a l l e d Green Lanes in the Parish of Wa l sa l l , and to and into 
a farm c a l l e d Stone Heath in the parish of Wolverhampton and 
two c o l l a t e r a l cuts from Pool Hayes to Ashmore Earm , and 
from Lap ley Hayes to another part of Ashmore Hayes - the 
canal w i l l open a communication with several va luable mines 
of c o a l , l imestone and other minera ls , and w i l l be of great 
pub l i c u t i l i t y . " 

There was no oppos i t ion to the B i l l although the Conduit 
Lands Trust had to be bought o f f p r i o r to the presenta t ion of 
the B i l l to Par l iament . The B i l l passed quickly through P a r l i a ­
ment - as did many other canal b i l l s - i t s readings in the 
House of C o m m o n s were on 14th Eebruary, 20th Eebruary, and 28th 
March, viien i t was sent to the LordB, where i t rece ived i t s f i r s t 
reading on the same day, and i t s second reading on the 29th March 
and the Royal Assent was s i g n i f i e d by a Commission on 30th A p r i l 
1 7 9 2 - the passage of the ac t took from 10th Eebruary to 30th 
A p r i l , under three months. 



The L i c h f i e l d Archaeo log ica l and H i s t o r i c a l Soc i e t y . 25 

The f i r s t General Meeting of the Company was now c a l l e d to 
meet in Wolverhampton at the Red Lion Inn, and the Act e n t i t l e d 
"The Company o f P ropr i e t o r s of the Wyrley and ^ssington Naviga­
t i o n " , empowered the propr i e to rs to ra i se £25,000 in two hundred 
shares of £125 each, with power to r a i s e a further £20,000 
e i t h e r among themselves or by mortgages on the t o l l s or r a t e s . 
A c a l l of £10 per share was made immediately on the shareholders 
who came from qu i te a wide area. 

The f o r t y - seven o r i g i n a l shareholders can be div ided as 
f o l l o w s : 

24 res idents of Wolverhampton 
4 res idents of London and 
1 of nearby Windsor. 
4 r es idents of Birmingham 
2 res idents of L i c h f i e l d 

1 2 res idents of S ta f f o rdsh i r e . 
This r e i n f o r c e s the b e l i e f that most j o in t s tock companies were 
f inanced l o c a l l y , i t i s not yet that i t becomes normal f o r 
i n v e s t o r s to hazard th e i r money in ventures far a- ay from home. 
The number of shares ranged from e ight for James Harden, Banker, 
o f Wolverhampton, and prime mover in the p r o j e c t , e ight f o r 
Thomas v " ightwick, S o l i c i t o r , of Wolverhampton, and s ix f o r h i s 
partnes Wi l l i am Chrees - the three men most concerned with the 
canal p r o j e c t and members of the committee for many yea rs , to 
the ones and twos of small l oca l businessmen. The Vernons of 
H i l t o n Park, Henry and h i s son Charles, had six each, and the 
Honourable Caro l ine Vernon o f London had six a l s o . The sharehold­
e rs occupations va r i ed wide ly ; Bankers, Merchants, Clerks in 
Holy Orders (Revs . Lawson, Clare and Tindale of Wolverhampton), 
Ironmongers, Shoemakers, Brassfounder, Stee l Toy Maker (remind­
ing us of the o ld use of the word, meaning any small e t e e l goods) 
G l a z i e r , I ronho lder , e t c . 

The Company then e l ec t ed a secre tary , Mr. Wightwick, and a 
Committee was a lso e l e c t e d . An advertisement in the Wolverhampton 
Chronic le of May l 6 t h 1792 i n v i t ed app l i ca t ions from a person 
des i rous of c u t t l i n g a l l or part of the canal , and on July 4th 
1 7 9 2 an advert isement repor ts the appointment of f i v e commission­
e rs to meet at the New Angel Inn to s e t t l e and ascer ta in damages 
a l r eady sustained or l i k e l y to be sustained in the making of the 
c ana l . 

On January 30th 1 7 9 3 , the f o l l ow ing advertisement appeared 
in the Wolverhampton Chronic le : -

"Nav iga tors Wanted a number of cut te rs on the Wyrley and 
Ess ington Canal. Good encouragement w i l l be given.The 
whole of the canal i s l e v e l cut t ing . Also a brick-maker 
want ing, that can make 500,000 or a m i l l i o n of b r i cks . 
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A good p r i c e w i l l be g i ven . Apply to John Brown, Wolverhamp­
ton, or ^ohn Hampson on the l i n e of the cana l . " 

The construct ion of the canal had s tar ted some time in the 
l a t e summer of 1 7 9 2 . I t i s not ce r ta in who was the eng ineer in 
charge, but i t appears from P r i e s t l e y ' s book, " H i s t o r i c a l account 
o f Navigable R i v e r s , Canals and Railways of Great B r i t a i n , 1 8 3 1 " 
that W. P i t t was the man who was the engineer of the cana l . He 
i s a lso r e f e r r ed to in the House of Commons HansarcjL f o r February 
1 7 9 4 . He seems to have been the W.P i t t noted as a b t a f f or dsn i r e 
County H i s t o r i a n , who was born in 1 7 4 9 , died in 1823 and was 
buried in T e t t e n h a l l . However the Minute Books r e f e r to a Mr. 
John Brown, appointed engineer in 1799 - h i s sa lary was reduced 
from £100 to £70 in l 8 0 l . He died soon afterwards and was 
rep laced by h i s son, who was dismissed in l 8 0 2 . 

As bu i ld ing o f the canal got under way, . the committee decided 
that i t would be a good thing to extend the canal , and at the 
t h i r d General Meeting ( these were he ld twice a year ) he ld on the 
1 0 t h May 1 7 9 3 , the committee was inst ructed to proceed to procure 
an Act of Parl iament to extend the canal to Huddlesford, with a 
branch to Hayhead. The plans for the proposed canal were depos­
i t e d with the Clerk of the Peace on the 9th November 1 7 9 3 » and 
may now be seen in the Wi l l i am Sal t L i b ra ry , S ta f f o rd . 

Hansard records a p e t i t i o n f o r l eave to introduce the b i l l 
on 3 1 s t January 1 7 9 4 . I t was reported that the f i r s t canal was 
near ly completed, and the b i l l was given i t s second reading on 
6th February 1 7 9 4 . 

A p e t i t i o n was rece ived by the House of Commons request ing 
that permission be granted to add to the b i l l the C a t s h i l l -
Rushall branch which was omitted by mistake, and t h i s was granted 
Two p e t i t i o n s aga inst the canal were presented - one from 
Phineas Hussey of L i t t l e Wyrley, f ea r ing in jury to h i s mines on 
the route of the proposed canal , and one from Joseph Bradley and 
Franc is Edwards of Goscote, f ea r ing a d ivers ion of the water 
intended to d r i v e the i r b l as t furnaces. These p e t i t i o n s were not 
success fu l , and the b i l l was passed to the Lords on the 1 7 t h 
March 1794 and r ece i v ed the Royal Assent , s i g n i f i e d again in 
Commission (by the Lord Chancel lor , the Archbishop o f Canterbury, 
and the Marquess of S t a f f o rd ) on the 28th March 1 7 9 4 . 

At the h a l f - y e a r l y meeting o f May l 6 t h , 1 7 9 4 . s i x hundred new 
shares were issued to f inance the extens ion. Two hundred of these 
were to be given to the P r op r i e t o r s of the o r i g i na l canal in 
propor t ion to the i r ho ld ings . The 1794- Act authorised the ra i s ing 
o f £75,000 and a further £40,000 i f necessary. Four hundred 
shares were a va i l ab l e f o r the general pub l i c . They were to be 
so ld at £125 face va lue , with an immediate c a l l o f £10 per share.. 
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The ownership o f the shares was wider. Three Londoners bought 
shares; the Hon. Carol ine Vernon bought ten, and some nineteen 
L i c h f i e l d people bought some a l s o . Other shareholders were more 
w ide l y sca t te red , including some in Coventry, since the canal 
l inked up with the Coventry Canal and so should increase the 
trade along i t . Others were from Stone, Handsworth, Br idgnorth, 
Buckingham, Uxbridge and Kenilworth. 

The canal i s described in " Inland Naigat ion - or Se l ec t Plans 
o f the s eve ra l Navigable Canals throughout Great B r i t a i n , 
accompanied by abstracts of the d i f f e r en t Acts of Parl iament 
r e l a t i n g to them " by John Cary, published in November, 1 7 9 5 . 
This t e l l s that the canal was twenty-e ight f ee t wide at top 
water and s ix teen f e e t wide at the bottom and four and a ha l f 
f e e t deep - the s lop ing sides being intended to prevent e ros ion . 
The Act permitted the Canal Company to buy land up to twenty-
s i x yards wide on which to construct the canal, a l lowing for 
towpaths, embankments, s ides of cutt ings e t c . 

Cary s ta t es that the p r inc ipa l a r t i c l e s of carr iage on the 
c anal we re ; 

"Coals - the whole country being fu l l of that a r t i c l e of a 
very good qua l i t y and abounding on the banks of the canal 
nea r l y the whole ex t en t . Lime - the limeworks at Rushall 
and Hayhead are on a very extens ive plan, inexhaust ib le as 
quant i ty and o f a very superior qua l i t y . Ironstone and iron 
- the former abounding in the v i c i n i t y and many ironworks 
w i th in a small distance of the cana l . " 

The intent of the canal - to convey the coal (now mostly 
unproduct ive ) at a cheap rate to the manufact>"ries of Wolver­
hampton, and a lso by i t s junct ion at Huddlesford, open an 
immediate communication with Oxfordshire and the Metropo l i s -
was to make poss ib l e the exchange of l a r ge quant i t i es of coal 
and other a r t i c l e s f o r gra in . The Returns of Bar e es and the i r 
Owners o f 1 7 9 5 . now in the V i l l i a m Sal t L ib ra ry , shows one barge 
owner running barges from Norton C o l l i e r y to Oxford - 1 6 2 mi les 
and carry ing 24 tons . The other recorded journeys are shor t , 
Wolverhampton to -Essington. John Cary also pra ises the p o s s i b i l ­
i t i e s o f ca r r i age o f o ther commodities on the canal and adds: 

"The a g r i c u l t u r a l i n t e r e s t of th i s country i s l i k e l y to 
be v e r y much bene f i t ed by the introduct ion of l ime to a 
v a r i e t y of lands he re t o f o r e inaccess ib l e from the bad s ta te 
o f the roads. The canal opens an immediate communication 
wi th the p o r t s o f London, B r i s t o l , L i v e rpoo l and H u l l . " 

However the idea of the canal p laying an important part i n the 
" C r o s s " , Hul l - B r i s t o l , which seems to have been one o f the 
Ideas behind the 1 7 9 4 Ac t , did not ma t e r i a l i s e , as goods went by 
the Coventry and Paze ley Canals to Birmingham, and trade on the 
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"Cross " did not anyway develop as expected, though even today 
were i t open, the canal would l ink Walsa l l with Hu l l . 

At the meeting o f 1 1 t h May, 1 7 9 5 . the Company ru les were 
drawn up and they read as f o l l ows : 

Byelaws o f the wyrley and Essington Canal 
X . A l l boats going to Wolverhampton are to keep to the towpath 

s ide o f the canal , and "boats going to L i c h f i e l d , loaded or 
unloaded, are to g ive way to boats going to Wolverhampton. 
Penal ty 5/-

2.Speed, 2 - 3 m.p.h. , no more, no l e s s and no overtaking 
Pena l t y 20/-

3 . A f t e r loading a boat must move o f f wi th in the hour. 
Pena l t y 20/-

4.Horse-drawn boats must be s teered . Penal ty 1 0 / - . 
5.Towrope must be 4 f e e t above the side of the boat - on a 

mast. Pena l ty 5/-
6.Unless used fo r towing no horse or ass to be on the towpath. 

Pena l ty 5/-
7.For breaking f ences , penal ty 1 0 / - to 40/-
o.Por boatment l e a v i n g open gates on the towpath. Penal ty 1 0 / -
9.Anyone bathing themselves, or shimming a dog in the canal 

Pena l t y 5/-
1 0 . A l l moored boats to be moored at both ends. Penal ty 1 0 / - to 

3 0 / - . 
1 1 .No one to search the canal f o r coal except the owner o f coal 

c a r r i e d on the canal . Penal ty 20/- to 40/-. 
12 .No one to nav iga te two boats t i ed together without a 

s t e e r e r in each. Penal ty 20/- to 40/-. 
1 3 . I n locks a boatman shal l examine paddles and water l e v e l s 

be f o r e opening the gates and shal l guide a boat gent ly into 
the l o ck , and be prepared to stop the boat ramming the end 
o f the l o ck . He sha l l not use an i ron- t ipped s ta f f to force 
the boat out of the l o ck , nor attempt to flush i t out with 
the paddles nor l e t the boat out unt i l the lower va l ves are 
lowered, and he must shut the lower gates when out of the 
l o c k . Penal ty 40/- to £5 . 

14,No one to draw more water than necessary to f i l l a l ock fo r 
the convenient car r iage of h i s boat, nor drain water from one 
l o ck in to another to improve nav igat ion without consent, 
nor l eave paddles and va lves up and waste water . Pena l ty 
40/- to £5. 

15.No boatman to bang in to a swivel br idge v i o l e n t l y , nor 
l e a v e them open on the s ide of the canal. Penal ty 2 0 / - . 

l6 .No boat to be drawn by more than one horse, mare or g e l d ing . 
Horses not to eat the hedges planted along the s ide of the 
cana l . Pena l ty 20/-. 

1 7 . Boa t s not to be unloaded or loaded on aqueducts or in a lock 
Pena l t y 1 0 / - to 40/-. 
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l 8 .Un load ing to be at wharfs as wharf ingers d i r e c t .Penal ty 40/i 
1 9 .Any boat with no cargo, or l e s s than 20 tons to pay rate 

as i f carry ing 20 tons ( unless returning a f t e r emptying 
cargo . 

20 .Ho timber to be f l o a t e d on the canal, or cargo dropped i n , 
nor anything to be thrown into the canal. Penalty not ex­
ceeding £ 5 . 

21.Any mal ic ious damage to canal banks, works, e t c . - a f e lony 
to be t r i e d by the Courts. 

22.Moo r ing ropes and chains not to obstruct the towpath. 
Pena l ty 1 0 / - to 3 0 / - . 

These were to be pr inted and posted up along the l i n e of the c 
cana l . 

The company proceeded over the next few years to draw in the 
payments on the shares, with much d i f f i c u l t y in some cases, in 
1796 the committee decided that the shares in arrears should pay 
i n t e r e s t on the arrears and that re fusal to pay should l e a d the 
company to s e l l the shares, and a l so that the company should 
borrow £ 5 , 0 0 0 . 

The opening of the canal i s adver t i sed in E e l i x P a r l e y ' s 
B r i s t o l Journal o f May 20th 1 7 9 7 1 s t r ess ing the l i n k provided 
between Hull and B r i s t o l , Wolverhampton, Walsall 1 , L i c h f i e l d , 
Coventry and Oxford. The Hul l A d v e r t i s e r a lso repor ts that the 
canal i s now f u l l y nav igable in June 1 5 t h 1799 • No record i s 
a v a i l a b l e in Coventry papers, destroyed in the war, nor in the 
Wolverhampton Chron ic le . 

The f i r s t recorded dividend was paid to the two hundred share­
ho lde rs on May 10th 1798 - £7 a share. However the canal company 
was s t i l l short of money and the committee was empowered to 
borrow £ 5 , 0 0 0 , to f i n i sh the Hayhead and Lord Hayes Branch. 

The company soon encountered another and more ser ious d i f f i c u l t y . 
Henry H i l ton of H i l t on Park, owner of the coalmines on the canal 
branch to Essington seems to have quarre l l ed with the canal 
company, f o r unspec i f i ed reasons, and in December 1798 he 
p e t i t i o n e d Parl iament for l e a v e to bu i ld a ra i lway from h i s 
mines to the S ta f f o rdsh i re and Worcestershire Canal and thus 
depr i ve the Wyrley and Essington of much revenue. His p e t i t i o n 
was answered by counter p e t i t i o n s . The S ta f f o rdsh i r e and Worces­
t e r s h i r e Canal Company opposed the idea, as did landowners on the 
route of the proposed ra i lway . The p ropr i e t o r s of the Wyrley and 
Essington Canal opposed i t s t a t ing that Mr. Vernon was bankrupt 
in 1789 and had handed h i s lands over to Mr. Hordern, the company 
chairman and a banker, and the canal was b u i l t on Mr. Vernon's 
assurance that h i s coal chould be ca r r i ed on the canal . The 
B a i l i f f s and C i t i z e n s of the C i ty of L i c h f i e l d p e t i t i o n e d against 



The L i c h f i e l d Archaeological and H i s t o r i c a l Soc i e t y . 3° 

the h i l l in 1 7 9 9 » po in t ing out that they had prov ided a f r e e 
wharf to enable cheap coal to be a va i l ab l e in L i c h f i e l d , and i f 
Mr. Vernon sold h i s coal away from the canal , coal p r i c es in 
L i c h f i e l d would r i s e . 

The b i l l was ordered to be put o f f for s i x months, on 1 2 t h 
February 1799 » and nothing more was heard of i t . However the 
Wyrley and Essington Canal had spent a considerable amount of 
money on opposing the b i l l ; up to £3,000 had been voted by the 
committee. Trouble with Mr. Vernon continued, as l a t e as l 8 l 2 
the committee was to take him to a rb i t r a t i on to s e t t l e out ­
standing debts . He seems to have been a headstrong man - when 
a barge sank in the branch to h i s c o l l i e r i e s in 1 7 9 9 , he asked 
permission to drain the canal in order to ra ise the boat, and 
when th i s was refused, had h i s servants cut a breach in the 
bank o f the canal - a f e l ony ! Par t of the problem may have been 
over the d i f f i c u l t y of f i l l i n g hiB part of the canal with water, 
i t had no supply except presumably what came out of h i s p i t s . 
The secre tary reported in 1 7 9 9 , the d i f f i c u l t y of making Mr. 
Vernon pay f o r the cost of bui ld ing th i s branch whose opening 
was to be adve r t i s ed by handb i l l s in July 1 7 9 8 , to c;..rry boats 
o f f i f t e e n tons, and which^was there fore presumably a p r i v a t e 
branch. I t was c losed by 1^29, and traces of i t have now almost 
complete ly disappeared under a coal t i p . 

The f inances o f the company seem always to have been shaky. 
The May 1 7 9 9 committee meeting reported conf i scat ion of four 
shares, which v/ere reso ld at £85 each - cheap for £125 shareB. 
In May l800 a shareholder refused to take up shares bought 
e a r l i e r , presumably doubting the i r worth and was re leased from 
any ob l i ga t i on to do so. In July 1800 a spec ia l meeting was 
c a l l e d by some of the l ead ing shareholders to enquire in to the 
f a c t that the p rop r i e t o r s owed the company over £3,000 and they 
asked for a balance sheet but were outvoted. The minute book 
i s always recording the borrowing of money. Many canal companies 
s e r i o u s l y underestimated the costs of construct ion, and over ­
est imated poss ib l e revenues - the tremendous success of some 
canal companies paying 7 5 ^ or more on t h e i r shares, being 
p a r t l y responsib le for t h i s . 

The secre tary noted, in rough notes of A p r i l 1 7 9 8 , that i t 
would be impossible to complete the Hayhead branch, unt i l there 
was s u f f i c i e n t money in the Treasurer ' s hands, also the money 
had to be given f o r compensation f o r land taken by the canal 
and f o r damages done by the canal . In l800 £24 was paid to 
Messrs . Landfords f o r damage done to t h e i r limeworks by f l oods 
i n August of the previous year , and in the same year £100 was 
sent to the County Treasurer f o r damage done to a b r idge , and 
there were many other expenditures that kept up cos t s . 
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The cost of a s ix foo t lock near Sney ' Junction in 1 7 9 8 
was recorded at £ 1 3 6 .1s .Od. The canal had t h i r t y locks in the 
Ogley f l i g h t , and ten on the Sneyd branch. The t o t a l cost then 
i f they were a l l the same p r i c e was £ 5 ,442 . 

By l800 the main part of the canal was complete, but not the 
branches. The Lord Hayes branch was ordered to be begun in 
September 1 7 9 9 , and the branch to B i r c h i l l s ordered to be com­
p l e t e d in June l 8 0 0 . j n November the committee ordered that the 
Hayhead branch be completed as soon as poss i b l e , though there 
seems to be some doubt whether Brown or P i t t was then the 
Engineer- in-Charge . There i s a re ference to a survey made by 
Thomas T e l f o r d , to be asked for in January 1 7 9 9 , and noted in 
May 1799 • Messrs Boulton and Watt were consulted in 1799 as to 
the cost o f a pumping engine to ra ise water into the canal at 
Goscote, where the canal cut through a c o l l i e r y . 

The p r i c e of barges i s quoted in 1800, "new boat compleat 
with high cabins, elm bottom and oak sides - 3" plank £ 7 6 . The 
same with low cabin - £ 7 3 . lOs .Od. with one month's d e l i v e r y . " 

The canal company i t s e l f did not provide barges to be used 
on the canal - t h i s was not made l e g a l un t i l 1845, when i t was 
too l a t e . They obtained t h e i r income s o l e l y from t o l l s on other 
peoples barges, which made the canal companies l e s s i n t e r e s t ed 
in p rov id ing through long-d is tance f a c i l i t i e s than i f they had 
had th e i r own f l e e t s of barges . In 1800, the canal was not the 
canal we see today, capable of carry ing 25 tons of cargo per 
barge, and i t would car ry more i f dredged. I t was narrower 
without such neat br i ck edges, and remains o f that ea r l y canal 
can be seen today in the cut o f f sect ion at Pipe H i l l . In July 
l 80 l i t was repor ted that barges carry ing only e ighteen tons 
could nav iga te only with d i f f i c u l t y , and owing to lack of water 
two boats took two days to go from L i c h f i e l d to W a l s a l l . This 
may have been due to a dry summer. 

A l i s t of r a t e s chargeable was included in the o r i g i n a l a c t . 
These were supposed to be maximum r a t e s , but by 1800 they had 
been ra ised considerably . Br icks now were charged 2d, per ton 
per m i l e , p i g i ron l / - per ton f o r the whole length of the canal 
and cast i ron 1-g-d per ton per m i l e , or 2/6 f o r the whole length 
o f the canal . 

The l i s t of t o l l s charged by the company was always being 
changed - the Acts for construct ing the t o l l s gave maximum t o l l s 
and as the s ta te of trade f luc tuated , so did the t o l l s . The 1 7 9 2 
Act authorised : f o r corn, g r a in , t imbe r , e t c . 2d per ton per mi le 

f o r c oa l , c oke , e t c . 9d per ton per m i l e . 
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The 1 7 9 4 Act authorised: f o r a l l coal ( except slack or coal used 
f o r burning l imestone or b r i c k s ) , I ron 
9d. per ton per m i l e . 

f o r a l l goods hat ing paid the 9^. and 
going down Ogley l o cks , l / 3 per ton. 

f o r a l l goods o r i g ina t ing between Cats-
h i l l and Huddlesford, 2/- per ton. 

f o r i n f e r i o r coal not passing a l o ck , 6d 
f o r i n f e r i o r coal passing a l o c k , 9&, 

Th is i l l u s t r a t e s the preoccupation with water which must 
cha rac t e r i s e a canal . A l ock fu l o f water must be rep lacced , at 
expense, by bu i ld ing a r e s e r v o i r or pumping engine and mainta in­
ing i t . 

The company a lso had t o l l rates for other commodities, and 
reduced t o l l s on wheat and f l our to nothing in November 18OO 
because of the high p r i c e o f p r ov i s i ons . In 1803 the committee 
was thanked f o r i t s work in at tending to the p rosper i t y o f the 
canal - then cons iderab le . However th i s happy s ta te did not l a s t . 
A l i s t of debts revea led at at meeting at the Swan Inn, L i c h f i e l d 
on 1 0 t h November, 1803, showed the company as owing £5,500, and 
in November, 1804, a dividend was to be paid only i f the company 
could a f f o rd i t . In 1807 the ra t es of carr iage went up to 1/9 per 
ton per mi le on coal and l imestone . 

Soon the company ran in to the problem of ind iv idua l t raders 
Beeking spec ia l terms, and had to decide how far they could be 
granted without detriment to the revenue. In 1799 the committee 
agreed to 3d per ton t o l l on l ime taken from L in l ey Works to 
A ld r i dge Wharf. In l 8 0 0 , Mr. Wilkinson wanted an abatement to 
be made to enable him to navigate the canal , and the secre tary 
commented in h i s rough notes "? would i t be prudent to make him 
any, and what abatement i f any can be made, and should i t not 
be genera l? " 

The t o l l s f luctuated with the s t s t e of t rade , and the depress­
ion of the post war years did not he lp the canal company. By the 
l 8 2 0 s they were a l ready thinking of amalgamation with the Birm­
ingham Canal Nav iga t i ons . 

The few f i gu res o f r e c e ip t s on the canal f i l e s show that 
from A p r i l 1 s t to November 1 1 t h , 1 7 9 9 , revenue was £1 , 3 4 4 . 14s . 7 i d . 
which must imply a tonnage of over 20,000 tons in the seven 
months. The records o f the h a l f - y e a r l y committee meetings from 
1808 to 1824 are very b r i e f , recording only the r e - e l e c t i o n of 
the committee. Many of these members served fo r a very l ong 
t ime. 
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Add i t i ona l "bye-laws were drawn up in l 8 l l and l 8 l 2 . 
Bye-laws 11th November l 8 l l 
23.No one to nav igate a boat on the canal loaded with l imestone 

h i ghe r than the gunnel or sides of the boat . Penal ty 40/- to 
£ 5 . 

24.No lock to be opened be fore 6am or a f t e r 8pm from 1st March 
to 10th October, nor be fore 6am or a f t e r 6pm from 10th October 
to 1st March, I f so done without permission, penalty £J>» 

2 5 . Unless owners o f sunken vesse ls ra i se them immediately the 
company can do so and keep them unt i l payment be made for the 
work 

Ordered that to prevent the great i n ju r i e s which the t r ad ­
e r s upon th i s canal r e ce i v e from persons f raudulent ly purchas­
ing from boatmen the property entrusted to the i r care , £5 
reward f o r anyone r epor t ing the s e l l i n g or buying of such 
proper ty . 

Bye-laws UMay l 8 l 2 
26.That watchmen keep an account of load ing or discharging coa l , 

mar l , dung or merchandise where i t i s not done at the wharf. 
1 0 / - f i ne i f such ac t ions be not repor ted . 

27.£5 reward fo r anyone informing on fishermen using n e t s . 
28.Every boatman coming from the Birmingham Ganal to have a 

s t rap 10 yards long f i x ed to the stem of the boat and round 
a strap post to be provided to prevent the boat s t r i k ing lock 
g a t e s . 

29* Eive guineas and expenses for information about persons 
damaging the brio.ges, l o cks , banks, posts , r a i l s , qu ickse ts , 
and other works o f the Company. 

In 1 8 1 8 a request for reduced t o l l s was refused, and in 1822 
a sub-committee was appointed to enquire into "the causes of the 
present dec l ine i n tonnage, and enquire what new avenues of 
trade may be opened, and what are the best ways of using our 
surplus wa te r " . The company sold some water to Dudley Canal and 
some to the Shropshire Union Canal- in 1834 they purchased 
4,000 l ocks f u l l of water . Cannock Reservo i r i s s t i l l one of 
the main r e s e r v o i r s f o r the whole Birmingham Canal Nav igat ion 
system. The sub-committee was also to discuss the p o s s i b i l i t y 
o f l i n k s with other canals . Since there was no connection in 
Wa lsa l l between the Birmingham Canal Nav igat ions and the Wyrley 
and Ess ing ton , there was a poss ib le l i n k here to be considered. 

In 1824 a l e t t e r was rece ived from the chairman of the B.C.N, 
conta in ing the information that a p e t i t i o n was to be presented 
to Parl iament to seek a b i l l to l i n k Birmingham to L i v e rpoo l by 
r a i l . The Wyrley and Essington was asked to j o i n in opposing the 
b i l l , to which the committee agreed. This stimulated the company 
„o w r i t e to an engineer , a Mr. Rennie, who was asked but unable 
t o survey the l i n e of the canal and recommend improvements and 
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ex tens ions . This shows that ra i lway competit ion was to be f eared . 
The f i r s t suggest ion of a l i n k with the B.C.N, at Wa lsa l l was 
made in 1 8 2 5 , but the p e t i t i o n e r s to the committee were t o l d to 
await the r e su l t s of the survey, and the p e t i t i o n was introduced 
again in 1 8 2 9 . In the same year there were some p e t i t i o n s fo r 
the reduct ion of t o l l s , but these were r e j e c t ed , and the l ime -
masters o f Daw End were t o l d that the t o l l s on l ime were a lready 
so low " tha t the committee cannot f e e l j u s t i f i e d in making any 
reduc t i on . " 

The l a s t ten years of the independent l i f e of the canal were 
f u l l of ta lk of union with the B.C.N, and of a junct ion canal 
in W a l s a l l . The B.N.C. minute book f o r 4th June 183O records 
that a l e t t e r had been r ece i ved from the Wyrley and Essington 
suggest ing union, and that the B.C.N, were agreeable ; but as 
they had suggested such a union in 182O which had been turned 
down, they wanted the Wyrley and Essington to draw up proposa ls . 
R e l a t i o n s between the companies were not good. One ground for 
disagreement was the care lessness of the Wyrley and Essington 
about supplying water to the B.C.N, at Wolverhampton, as they 
were requ i red to do by the 1792 a c t . 

In 1835 "the B.C.N, was seeking Parl iamentary approval for 
new works and i t was suggested that the Walsal l Junction be 
inc luded. This the B.C.N, would not do, but in 1 8 3 7 , when a 
deputat ion fiom Walsa l l Borough u ounc i l attended a B.C.N, 
committee meet ing, they agreed to support the idea , on the 
assurance that the Wyrley and Essington would supply the water . 
Since there are e i gh t locks in the Junction canal , that would 
be an important i tem. 

While the two committees were discussing the idea, a group 
o f Wa l sa l l businessmen set about appeal ing for permission to 
bu i l d an independent junct ion so that they would then be able 
to ho ld the two canal companies to ransome. This hastened the 
agreement between the two companies and the Junction Canal was 
b u i l t in 1840-41, but i t was obscured by the amalgamation of the 
c ompan i e s in 1840. 

The amalgamation of the two companies was suggested in 1838 
by the Wyrley and Ess ington, and the B.C.N, was a t t r a c t ed to 
the idea, but unable to agree to the Wyrley and EBsington 's 
terms. Discussions were b e d e v i l l e d by quarrels over the supply 
o f water from the Wyrley and Essington to the B.C.N. The terms 
proposed by the Wyrley and Essington were as f o l l o w s : 

Wyrley and Essington shares to be guaranteed div idends 
of 1 8 3 8 , £ 6 ; 1839,£7; l840 ,£8; 1841.£9; and then p r o f i t s 
to be d iv ided equal ly among the shareholders, one Wyrley 
and Ess ington share to be equal to one B.C.N, share. 
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These terms were not acceptable to the B.C.N. . 

In January 1 8 3 9 , the B.C.N, o f f e r ed £70 per share for Wyrley 
and Essington shares, and l a t e r a £60 a l l o c a t i o n to be made 
on each Wyrley and Essington share, and one Wyrley and Essington 
share to be equal to one B.C.N, share. The Wyrley and Essington 
proposed a payment of £44 on each share, dec l ined by the B.C.N, 
which did however agree to make the Walsa l l Junction Canal. 

Terms of union were drawn up on 1 5 t h Eebruary l839» a*1^ 
submitted to the Wyrley and Essington shareholders on 2nd March 
1839. The terms were: 

The companies to be conso l idated from 9th Eebruary 1839* 
Each Wyrley and Essington share to pay £49 in the same 

way as the B.C.N, had paid £71 per share (pa id u p ) . 
The i n t e r e s t on th i s money, i f unpaid by the shareholder 
was to be A-% deducted out of d iv idends. 

A l l p r o p e r t i e s , debts , e t c . of each company to become thoBe 
o f the new company. 

The B.C.N, at i t s next dividend to pay no more than 5$ and 
the Wyrley and Essington to dec lare a 5% d iv idend on the 
same day. 

The Wyrley and Essington committee reported 0 n 10th May 1839 
that the b i l l had not been presented to Par l iament, due to the 
n o t i c e g iven being too short , and the Standing Orders of the 
House were there fo re not complied w i th . The p e t i t i o n was presented 
again on 24th January, 184O and the f i r s t reading was on 7 t h 
Eebruary. In committee the b i l l faced oppos i t ion from the Trent 
and Mersey Canal, the Coventry Canal, and the Warwick and Birming­
ham Canal, due to the proposal f o r the Walsa l l l i nk which might 
reduce the i r t rade , and a lso to proposals concerning the reduct ion 
o f t o l l s , which might l ead t o demands fo r t h e i r t o l l s to be r e ­
duced, A counter p e t i t i o n in favour of the b i l l was presented 
from Wolverhampton and Walsa l l CoalmasterB and Limemasters and 
o thers in the neighbourhood of the Wyrley and Essington Nav ig ­
a t i o n , praying that the b i l l might pass. 

The b i l l went on to the Lords and r e ce i v ed the Royal Assent 
on the 14th A p r i l , l 840 . The Wyrley and E B S i n g t o n was now merged 
in to the B.C.N, a f t e r an independent l i f e o f f o r t y - s i x yyears 
although the name i s s t i l l used for the canal as a sect ion of the 
B.C.N. I t i s s t i l l used f o r the same reasons as in 1840, f o r i t s 
supply o f water from Chasewater into the midland canal system, 
and as a means of t ransport ing coal which y i e l d s t o l l s a l l over 
the canal network. 

The Wyrley and Essington s t i l l continued to grow a f t e r I84O, 
although not independent, and we can continue the s tory down to 
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the present day. At th i s time a new set of tollB was drawn up: 
Lime and l imestone , i d per ton per m i l e . 
Timber, s tone, b r i c k s , t i l e s , c l a y , sand, s l a t e s , l e a d , 

sugar, r i c e , co- ' foe , r a i s i n s , r ags , i v o r y , b rass , a n v i l s , 
n a i l s , p o t s , pan 3, spades, swords, scythes , curry combs, 
h inges e t c . (an i n t e r e s t i n g l i s t ) , I d per ton . 

A l l e l s e , l i d per t en . 
A l l commodities peseing Ogley l o cks , I d per ton l ock dues. 
For any i ron passi'n,; any part of the Wednesf ie ld Canal 

( i . e . the Wyrl;:y and Ess ing t on ) , t o Huddlooford, id per 
t on . 

Th is i s a considerab? e reduct ion on e a r l i e r f i gu r es - i ron 
from 9d in 1 7 9 2 t o i d in 184O, and o ther f i gures are s im i l a r , 
ra i lway compet i t ion b e i i g mainly respons ib le f o r t h i s . 

The B.C.N, committee repor ted in October, l 8 4 1 " tha t trade 
on the Wyrley l i n e s i s proceeding favourably , and the advantages 
o f the Wa l sa l l communication are deve loping d a i l y . " The canal 
i s r epo r t ed t o have be<n we l l c leaned, and trade on the canal 
p icked up, indeed some t r a f f i c was going down the n g l e y l o cks 
t o the Thames and the '••''rent, thus avo id ing the congest ion on the 
Birmingham and Faze ley Canal.Development of b l as t furnaces at 
P e l s a l l i s a lso recordad. They were put in to b las t in October , 
1 8 4 1 . 

The B.C.N, proceeded to r ebu i ld most, i f not a l l o f the locks 
i n the Ogley f l i g h t - the dates may be seen on the l o cks , and 
a l s o on the map. In 1 8 4 1 the committee reported that the canal 
had been scoured from Wolverhampton to the locks at Ogley , 
widened and deepened, and was probably in a b e t t e r s t a t e than 
eve r b e f o r e . In December, 1 8 4 1 , the committee a lso repor ted 
ra ther s u r p r i s i n g l y , that e f f o r t s were being made to supply 
Wa lsa l l and L i c h f i e l d with canal borne c o a l . The d i scovery of 
more l imestone at Daw End i s a lso r epor ted . Drawbacks, or 
fur ther reduct ions in t o l l s , were a lso reported at t h i s meet ing. 

In March 1842 the report reads, " E f f o r t s are being made to 
supply L i c h f i e l d and Wa l sa l l with c oa l , f o r some years both 
p laces ahve been almost e n t i r e l y supplied by land - but from 
steps now being taken, i t i s hoped that canal w i l l supersede 
road t r anspo r t . " 

The dredging of the canal seems to have helped in t h i s , as 
a l a t e r r epor t of j u l y , l 8 4 2 , records improvement of the coal 
t rade to L i c h f i e l d , and an improvement in the l ime trade of the 
Daw End branch, p a r t l y due to the enclosureand there fo re the 
farming of Cannock Chase. 
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Meanwhile the B.C.N, amalgamated with the Dudley Canal ( e s t ­
ab l i sh ed in 1 7 7 6 ) in 1846, and in the same year came to terms 
with a proposed rai lway to l i nk Birmingham and Wolverhampton, 
whereby the canal put up one quarter of the cost of the ra i lway 
and was to r e ce i v e in return A-% on the c a p i t a l . This was a 
good arrangement since the ra i lway was stimulated to work with 
the canal and not against i t as was usual ly the case . Indeed, 
there i s a ra i lway and canal wharf at Brownhil ls and another 
a t Wolverhampton, both are now disused, but are symbols of a 
co -opera t i on now lack ing between the two forms of t ranspor t . 

The canal company re ta ined i t s own committee and the ra i lway 
t r e a t e d i t aB a separate f inanc ia l un i t . The rai lways in the 
area were a c tua l l y the means of f inancing further canal d e v e l ­
opment, as they had to pay to cross canals, and use wayleaves 
and canal land e t c . , and the committee reported in 1 8 4 7 , that 
i t had some £ 5 1 , 8 0 0 coming to i t from the ra i lways , which i t 
was intended to use in extending the canal , to Norton and 
Wyrley Bank, not ye t on a ra i lway , yet both with p i t s . 

In 1848 the rai lway between L i c h f i e l d and Wa lsa l l , opened in 
1849, was asking i f the canal could be closed to permit cut t ing 
o f f a corner of the canal at P ipe H i l l and a br idge at Brownhil l 
- the c losure at Brownhi l ls was to cost the rai lway £25 per day. 

1 1 1 1 ^ 5 3 , S i r George N i c h o l l s , the chairman of the Midland 
Rai lway, wrote to the chairman of the B.C.N, asking him to 
extend the canal branches, and he recommended an extension from 
Pe l s a i l to Cannock, cost ing £30,000 and one to Wyrley Bank for 
£20,000. These works could not be undertaken without the consent 
of the ra i lway company - no work cost ing more than £500 could be 

The plans f o r these extensions are to be seen in the Wi l l iam 
Sa l t L i b r a r y , and they show the new concept of l e v e l canals -
by cut t ings and embankments - qu i te high near Norton Canes, 
s t r a i g h t and wide canals . The extension of the canal to Hednes-
f o rd was o r i g i n a l l y intended to go r i g h t across the Chase 
towards Brere ton , but did not get beyond Hednesford. 

The ac t of 1854 authorised these extensions to the canal , and 
the one to Hednesford reached i t s d e s t i n a t i o n about 186O, and 
that to Wyrley Bank by 1 8 5 9 . At the same time the feeder l i nk ing 
Cannock r e s e r v o i r to the canal was cut out into a canal , en te r ­
ing at the top of the Ogley l o c k s , and the Anglesey Wharf tapped 
new coalmines being sunk by the Marquess o f Anglesey, who had 
been asking f o r th i s since 1 8 4 9 . Tbe Preeth Bridge on the A . 5 
over th i s branch i s named a f t e r the engineer responsib le for i t . 

Having constructed the canal to Hednesford, the B.C.N, f e l l 
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f ou l of the S ta f f o rdsh i r e and Worcestershire Canal, who regarded 
t h i s as an in t e r ven t i on in t h e i r province - the parochia l out ­
l ook which caused the downfall of so many canals . 

However the B.C.N, and the S ta f f o rdsh i r e and Worcestershire 
did come to an agreement, and the Churchbridge l ocks were b u i l t 
to l i n k the two canals - the l a s t major p iece of canal bu i ld ing 
in the Uni ted Kingdom. They are now destroyed by open-cast 
mining. In f i v e furlongs i t dropped th i r t e en l o cks , some 
seven ty - e i gh t f e e t . 

Today par ts of the canal l i e dry, or damp and disused, but 
the main function of the canal s t i l l e x i s t s , and coal i s t rans ­
por ted from Short Heath, Hednesford and the Anglesey Wharf to 
Wa l sa l l Power S ta t i on , coal merchants' wharves, gasworks and 
f a c t o r i e s in the Black Country, and even beyond to London -
a four and a h a l f day t r i p from Anglesey Wharf. Very l i t t l e , 
i f any, other commodity i s ca r r i ed by the canal, but i t s t i l l 
serves a useful purpose, as i t s coal reaches Walsa l l more 
speed i l y from Anglesey Wharf than does r a i l - bo rne coa l , some 
four hours compared to two or three days'. 

There are seve ra l r epa i r or boat -bu i ld ing yards on the canal -
two at Bloxwich, and B r i t i s h Railways have t h e i r Walsa l l depot 
near the Sneyd junc t i on . There are gangs of men employed in 
constant maintenance, but there are no locks on the canal as 
i t i s now uBed, though there are f l i g h t s at Walsa l l and Daw End 
to l i n k i t with the B.C.N. 

The o r i g i n a l canal was b u i l t on a l e v e l of 473 f e e t above 
s e a - l e v e l , with the Sneyd branch at 36 f e e t h i gher , with f i v e 
locks - 509 f e e t ; and the o ld Essington locks l i n e to Mr. 
Vernon 's c o l l i e r y was another 24 f e e t h igher with 4 locks (some 
plans show 5 and they have a l l vanished anyway). The l e v e l here 
i s 533 f e e t above sea l e v e l , and th i s was v e ry d i f f i c u l t to 
supply with water , one reason why i t was soon abandoned. The 
newer part of the canal came down from the Cannock Chase plateau 
270 f e e t by 30 locks - the Ogley f l i c h t , to the Coventry canal 
a t Huddlesford. 

The o ld Ess ington locks were abandoned at some time ea r l y in 
the 1 9 t h century, and the remainder of the canal continued open, 
even i f l i t t l e used un t i l 1 9 5 4 , when the B r i t i s h Transport 
Commission Ac t c l osed the Sneyd and Wyrley Bank branches, and 
the Hayhead branch, the Lord Hayes branch and the Ogley l o cks 
( the s t re tch from Ogley to Huddlesford) a l l author ised in the 
1 7 9 2 or 1 7 9 4 a c t s . L i c h f i e l d f o l k repor t that no barges other 
than maintenance boats came down the Ogley locks f o r many years 
p r i o r to 1 9 5 4 . The canal i s s t i l l c l e a r l y v i s i b l e and may be 
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walked along throughout i t l eng th . Permission i s needed from 
the B r i t i s h Transport Commission, but i s r e ad i l y granted. A 
sec t i on near L i c h f i e l d has now been f i l l e d in below lock No.20. 

The future of the canal i s l inked very c l o s e l y with the 
p rospe r i t y of the Cannock ^haae coalmines, and when they are 
a l l c l osed the canal w i l l face complete c losure unless the 
B.C.N, s t i l l need i t to carry water to the i r network, a task 
which keeps the L l ango l l en Canal open, supplying water from 
the Dee to Chester . The c losure of the Ogley l ocks prevents any 
d i r e c t l i nk between the Wyrley and Essington and the Trent and 
Mersey. However the main part of the canal i s s t i l l f a i r l y we l l 
used, and some of the boats re ta in the i r t r ad i t i ona l markings 
and boatmen's pa in t ings . The major i ty of them are wooden boats 
though a few s t e e l ones are to be seen. 

Although the Wyrley and -^ssington i s only a small canal , 
r e l a t i v e to the mileage of a l l Engl ish canals in t h e i r heyday, 
i t s h i s t o r y i l l u s t r a t e s very we l l the h i s t o r y of a l l B r i t i s h 
c ena l s . I t was b u i l t with enthusiasm and in an an t i c i pa t i on 
not f u l l y r e a l i s e d , was much harmed by rai lway compet i t ion, 
and now l i e s p a r t l y d e r e l i c t and pa r t l y used, though much 
below capac i t y . 

B ib l i og raphy of Canal L i t e r a t u r e 
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4. Maps and plans in the S ta f f o rdsh i r e County Record O f f i c e and 

the Wi l l i am Salt L ib ra ry . 
5. Birmingham Reference L ib ra ry - maps, pamphlets, e t c . inc luding 

Hudson J .E . Network of canals and nav igable r i v e r s in 
the Birmingham and Black Country r e g i on . 

C o l l e c t i o n of maps, p lans, e t c . r e l a t i n g to Midland Canals 
6. Inland Nav i ga t i on , or Se l ec t Plans of the severa l Nav igeb le 

Canals throughout Great B r i t a i n , accompanied with 
Abs t rac ts of the d i f f e r e n t Acts of Par l iament , John Cary 
(Nov. 2nd 1 7 9 5 ) . 
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7. General View of the Ag r i cu l tu r e of the County of S ta f f o rd , 
Wm P i t t ( 1 7 9 6 ) . 

8. H i s t o ry of Inland Nav iga t ion , J . P h i l l i p s J18O3). 
f; . H i s t o ry and D i rec to ry of Wa l sa l l , Pearce ( 1 8 1 3 ) . 

1 0 . H i s t o ry o f S t a f f o rdsh i r e , Wm P i t t ( 1 8 1 7 ) . 
1 1 . H i s t o r i c a l Account of the Navigable R i v e r s , Canals and 

Rai lways of Great B r i t a i n , P r i e s t l e y ( 1 8 3 1 ) . 
1 2 . The Canals of England, E r i c de Mare. 
1 3 . Br^dshaw's Canals and Navigable R i ve rs o f England and Wales, 

Henry de Sa l iB . 
14. A Chronology o f Inland Nav iga t ion , Henry de S a l i s . 
1 5 . Inland Waterways of Great B r i t a in and Northern I r e l a n d , 

L .A.Edwards. 
1 6 . The Inland Waterways of Great B r i t a i n , L . T .C .Ro l t . 
17 . Canals and Inland Waterways, Cadbury and Dobbs. 
1 8 . The Story of Our Inland Waterways, Aickmann. 
1 9 . Engl ish R i v e r s and Canals, Had f i e l d . 
20. B r i t i s h Canals, Had f i e l d . 
2 1 . Canals and Traders , E . A . P r a t t . 
22. L i c h f i e l d : A Study of i t s Growth and Function, Thorpe. 
23. Men of A l d r i d g e , Gould. 
24. V i c t o r i a County H is to ry of S t a f f o rdsh i r e . 
25. Birmingham and I t s Reg ional Se t t i ng , B r i t i s h A s s o c i a t i o n 

f o r the Advancement of Sc ience . 
26. H i s t o r y of L i c h f i e l d Conduit Lands Trust , Thorpe. 
27. Gazet teers of S ta f f o rdsh i r e and County H i s t o r i e s , Var ious . 
28. Our Waterways, V.A.Eorbes. 
29. Newspapers from Hull and B r i s t o l Publ ic L i b r a r i e s . 
30. B r i t i s h Transport Commission A c t . 1 9 5 4 . 
3 1 . Report of the Royal Commission on Canals and Waterways, 1 9 1 O . 
32. B r i t i s h Waterways O f f i c i a l s and B r i t i s h Waterways Maps 

e s p e c i a l l y the Map of the Birmingham Canal System 1 9 2 4 . 
33. Narrow Boat, L . T . C . R o l t . 
34. I d l e Women, Susan Wool f i t . (Background, women on canals in 

the w a r . ) . 
35- Maidens T r i p , Emma Smith. 
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