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1 

THE BRONZE CHI-RHO BOWL FROM WALL 

D . J . S Y M O N S 

R e a d e r s o f the socie ty ' s t r a n s a c t i o n s m a y be a w a r e o f t he r e p o r t e d d i scovery a t W a l l i n t he ear ly 1920s 
o f a R o m a n b r o n z e b o w l d e c o r a t e d wi th a C h r i s t o g r a m , b u t b o t h t he c i r c u m s t a n c e s s u r r o u n d i n g the 
d i scovery a n d the p re sen t w h e r e a b o u t s o f the b o w l a r e s h r o u d e d in m y s t e r y . 1 P rese rved in the 
col lec t ions o f t he D e p a r t m e n t o f A r c h a e o l o g y a t B i r m i n g h a m Ci ty M u s e u m , however , i s a w a t e r c o l o u r 
o f the b o w l w h i c h h a s never , to t he wr i t e r ' s k n o w l e d g e , been pub l i shed , a l t h o u g h i t w a s exh ib i ted in the 
m u s e u m in 1979 . 2 T h e p re sen t n o t e i s i n t e n d e d to rectify th is o m i s s i o n a n d to d iscuss w h a t i s k n o w n 
a b o u t t he b o w l ' s d iscovery . I f a n y r eade r s a r e ab le t o s u p p l y fu r the r i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e m a t t e r , o r 
k n o w o f the b o w l ' s w h e r e a b o u t s , the wr i te r w o u l d b e p leased t o h e a r f r o m t h e m . 

T h e w a t e r c o l o u r (p la te I ) w a s p a i n t e d i n 1923 b y D r . H u g h A . F a w c e t t a n d p r e sen t ed b y h i m t o the 
m u s e u m in N o v e m b e r 1974, w h e n he w a s 83 yea r s o ld . I t h a s b e e n c a t a l o g u e d in t he m u s e u m ' s 
co l lec t ions as access ion n u m b e r 1978 A 4 0 1 . O n l y o n e o t h e r i l lus t ra t ion of t he b o w l i s k n o w n , a p o o r 
qua l i t y p h o t o g r a p h o f t he u n d e r s i d e p u b l i s h e d in 1924 in t he t r a n s a c t i o n s o f the B i r m i n g h a m 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Society a n d r e p r o d u c e d he re a s p l a t e I I . 3 T h e p h o t o g r a p h s h o w s t h a t t he C h r i s t o g r a m 
w a s w o r k e d in r epoussee f rom be low, so t h a t i t a p p e a r e d in relief in t he base o f the bowl . G e o r g e B o o n 
h a s identified t he b o w l a s typical o f t he 4 t h c e n t u r y A . D . , a n d h a s k ind ly given m e p e r m i s s i o n t o 
r ehea r se his c o m m e n t s h e r e : 4 

'The lip of the bowl is uneven but with a slight outward turn, suggestive of there originally having been a flat rim; the 
base seems rather small in the painting, but the small diameter is borne out by the photograph. The bowl has a rather 
curious linear repoussee fluted decoration, similar to that of the container of the Penard (Gower) hoard of Roman 
coins ending with Carausius 5 but straight; and here the flutings contain an elongated S-shaped gadroon, making an 
otherwise unexampled combination. The Christogram on the base would appear in relief within, the Rho of course 
being reversed (%). In general for the basic shape one may compare late Roman silverware, as in A. O. Curie, The 
Treasure of Traprain Law (1923), pi. xiv (cf. also pis. xv and xix); and H. A. Cahn and A. Kaufmann-Heinimann 
(eds.), Der spatromische Silberschatz von Kaiseraugst (1984), taf. 62. Tresors d'orfevrerie gallo-romaine (exhibition 
catalogue, Musee du Luxembourg, 1989), 272-6, shows examples in tin, and [for ones] in bronze note S. Tassinari, La 
vaisselle de bronze, romain et provincial, au Musee des Antiquites Nationales (1975), pi. xiii.' 

T h e o n e u n e q u i v o c a l reference t o the b o w l ' s d i scovery occu r s i n t he v o l u m e , a l r eady n o t e d , o f t he 
B i r m i n g h a m A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Socie ty ' s t r a n s a c t i o n s , 6 wh ich r eco rds t he b o w l ' s exh ib i t ion a t the 
socie ty ' s O p e n M e e t i n g on 23 J a n u a r y , 1924: 

'A Roman Bronze Bowl exhibited by Mr. Francis Jackson of Wroxeter. This exhibit was of a small bronze bowl about 
3 Vi in. in diameter and of very thin metal. The side showed some enrichments of very simple form but much 
obliterated by age. The chief interest is in the Christian monogram P very distinctly embossed on the underside of the 
base. The bowl was found during some excavation work at Letocetum (Wall) near Lichfield, in 1922, and is 
particularly valuable as an evidence of Christianity in that district.' 

W h a t else do we k n o w o f t he c i r cums tances s u r r o u n d i n g the d i scovery o f t he bowl? I t w a s c lear ly in 
F r a n c i s J a c k s o n ' s possess ion in J a n u a r y 1924. In a let ter t h a t a c c o m p a n i e d the gift of the w a t e r c o l o u r 
in 1974, D r . F a w c e t t s t a ted t h a t w h e n he p a i n t e d t he b o w l in 1923, i t w a s ' in t he possess ion o f the 
fo rmer c u s t o d i a n o f t he or ig ina l excava t i ons o f U r i c o n i u m a t W r o x e t e r ' . E x t r a c t s f rom t h e m i n u t e s o f 
t he counci l o f the S h r o p s h i r e Archaeo log i ca l Socie ty m a k e i t c lear t h a t the c u s t o d i a n w a s J a c k s o n : 7 

'May 10th, 1922 - Letter read from Mr. F. Jackson offering his services as Curator of Uriconium. Mr. Jackson to be 
asked to attend the June Meeting of the Council.' 

1 Much of the information about the discovery of the bowl is drawn from letters from Mr. J. A. Pagett and Mr. J. Gould in 
files in Birmingham Museum. In addition, Mr. Gould has discussed the bowl with me several times, making suggestions 
which have added considerably to the value of this note. I am also indebted to Mr. G. C. Boon for commenting on the bowl 
and on the circumstances of its discovery, and also for permission to quote from his letters. 

2 Art in the Roman West Midlands (handlist compiled by R. Taylor for an exhibition in Birmingham City Museum and Art 
Gallery, April-May 1979), no. 19. 

3 Transactions of the Birmingham Archaeological Society, 1 (1924), pi. xiii. The photograph is reproduced here by kind 
permission of the Society. 

4 Personal communication of 20 March, 1991. 
5 G. C. Boon, Bulletin of the Board of Celtic Studies, xxii (part 3) (1967), 292, fig. 1. 
6 Trans. Birmingham Arch. Soc, 1. 50. 
7 Transactions of the Shropshire Archaeological Society, 4th series, ix (1923-4), p. xviii. Jackson retained his post for more than 

20 years. 
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Plate I The Bronze Chi-Rho Bowl from Wall: painting of 1923 

'June 7th 1922 - Mr. Jackson attended and was appointed Curator of Uriconium; he [is] to take the whole of the 
entrance fees after a payment to the Society of a sum not exceeding £10 a year to cover expenses for rent, rates, 
insurance and repairs. The agreement to be for one year certain, and afterwards subject to 3 months' notice on either 
side. Mr. Jackson to take half the proceeds arising from the sale of Guides.' 

T h u s , t he b o w l w a s a l r eady in J a c k s o n ' s h a n d s by 1923, a n d this sugges ts t h a t he w a s a lso the f i nde r . 
I n fact , w e k n o w t h a t J a c k s o n a n d M i s s E . D . H e n d e r s o n d u g a t W a l l i n 1921, w h e n they d i scovered 
' t h a t the R o m a n cemete ry wh ich au tho r i t i e s h a d s t a ted " u n d o u b t e d l y exists, t o the eas t o f W a l l " , w a s , 
as a m a t t e r o f fact, d u e west o f the vi l lage ' , a n d they were w o r k i n g the re a g a i n in D e c e m b e r 1 9 2 3 . 8 T h e 
t r a n s a c t i o n s of the N o r t h Staf fordshi re Fie ld C l u b for 1922-23 c o n t a i n a reference to ' r ecen t ' 
e x c a v a t i o n s a t Wa l l , wh ich seem likely to have o c c u r r e d in 1922, a l t h o u g h no precise d a t e was given. 
T h e s a m e r e p o r t c o n t a i n s a t an ta l i z ing m e n t i o n o f a R o m a n vase ' o f beaut i fu l des ign a n d w o r k m a n ­
sh ip ' , b u t i t d o e s n o t s ta te w h a t t he vessel w a s m a d e of. 9 A r e p o r t in t he Lichfield Mercury for 24 
N o v e m b e r , 1922, m a k e s i t c lear t h a t t he excava t i ons t h a t yea r h a d indeed t a k e n p lace in the ceme te ry 
a r ea a t W a l l . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , ne i ther t he Fie ld C l u b ' s t r a n s a c t i o n s n o r the n e w s p a p e r r e p o r t n a m e the 
d i r ec to r o f the 1922 e x c a v a t i o n s , b u t the ev idence seems o v e r w h e l m i n g t h a t i t was J a c k s o n (wi th o r 
w i t h o u t M i s s H e n d e r s o n ) a n d t h a t the b o w l w a s d i scovered in a g r a v e to the west o f W a l l vil lage. 

O n e o t h e r p o i n t seems fairly ce r ta in - w h e n d i scovered , t he b o w l c o n t a i n e d a n u m b e r of co ins . 
A l t h o u g h the co ins a r e n o t m e n t i o n e d in t he a c c o u n t p u b l i s h e d in t he t r a n s a c t i o n s o f the B i r m i n g h a m 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Socie ty in 1924, i t will be seen on p l a t e I t h a t D r . F a w c e t t c a p t i o n e d his w a t e r c o l o u r : 
' R o m a n B r o n z e Bowl ; Wa l l , Staffs. C o n t a i n e d C o i n s ; C h i - R o [sic] S t a m p e d O n F o o t o f Bowl ' . T h e 

8 Transactions of the North Staffordshire Field Club, lix (1924-5), 186. 
9 Ibid, lvii (1922-3), 153: 'During recent excavations some interesting discoveries have been made. Amongst the articles 

unearthed is a Roman vase, which is described as being in good condition and of beautiful design and workmanship.. . There 
are also several other discoveries all of which will appeal to the members interested in this branch of archaeology.' 
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Roman Bronze Bowl 

F o u n d a t L e t o c c t u m ) 

Plate II The Bronze Chi-Rho Bowl from Wall: photograph of 1924 

u l t i m a t e fate o f t he co ins i s u n k n o w n . 1 0 T h e r e i s n o e x p l a n a t i o n h o w J a c k s o n c a m e t o re ta in the b o w l 

( a n d poss ib ly t he co ins a s well?), b u t we do k n o w t h a t he h a d a p r i v a t e col lec t ion o f R o m a n o - B r i t i s h 

an t iqu i t i e s f rom Staf fordshi re (poss ib ly f rom W a l l i t se l f ) . 1 1 As we shal l see la ter , a q u e s t i o n m a r k h a n g s 

ove r the w h o l e affair. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , a t th is p o i n t i n t he s tory , we a r e r e d u c e d to h e a r s a y . A c c o r d i n g to M r . J . A . P a g e t t 1 2 

10 The presence of coins is also mentioned in S. S. Frere and R. S. O. Tomlin (eds.), Roman Inscriptions of Britain, vol. II, 
fascicule 2 (1991), p. 61, no. 2415.64. The R.I.B. entry is based on a note by R. P. Wright among original R.I.B. papers. I am 
grateful to Mr. Boon for providing this reference, which is reproduced here by kind permission of Professor Frere. Dated 8 
September, 1947, the note reads: "at Wroxeter I asked Francis Jackson about this -1 could only glean that it was 'found in a 
trench', 'on the line of Watling Street', '7 miles from Wall' [sic. D.J.S.], 'in perfect condition', 'contained 31 coins all 4th exc. 
one, 1st cent.' - Jackson still has it - but would not make it available for recording". 

11 Trans. Shropshire Arch. S e e , 4th ser. xi (1927-8), p. xxii - minutes of council meeting for January 19, 1928: "Permission was 
given to Mr. Jackson to exhibit his private collection from Staffordshire of Roman remains in one of the end rooms of the 
hut [i.e. the custodian's hut at Wroxeter]. A notice to be affixed to the door stating that the 'finds' were not made at 
Uriconium, and that they do not belong to the Society". Jackson is also reported, on good authority, to have sold antiquities 
to visitors to the site. 

12 Letter in Birmingham Museum files dated 28 August, 1978. 
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he a s k e d the la te M i s s Lily C h i t t y 1 3 a b o u t t he b o w l on 20 M a y 1978. She to ld h i m t h a t i t h a d been 
f o u n d by J a c k s o n in t he s tone- l ined g rave o f a p r i e s t , 1 4 on l and w h e r e J a c k s o n d id n o t h a v e p e r m i s s i o n 
t o dig , a n d the l a n d o w n e r h a d been very a n n o y e d a b o u t the m a t t e r . J a c k s o n , still a c c o r d i n g t o Mis s 
Ch i t t y , w a s s u p p o s e d t o h a v e m a d e w a t e r c o l o u r s o f t he b o w l (poss ib ly different f r o m t h a t m a d e b y D r . 
Fawce t t ? ) a n d o f t he g rave . She also m e n t i o n e d h a v i n g a s k e d J a c k s o n , a t a n unspecif ied d a t e , w h e r e 
the b o w l w a s a n d receiving the reply 'safe in a b a n k in S o u t h A f r i c a ' . 1 5 

Q u i t e w h a t o n e s h o u l d m a k e o f th is i n f o r m a t i o n i s unc lea r . M i s s C h i t t y cer ta in ly k n e w J a c k s o n , a s 
she w a s a counc i l m e m b e r o f the S h r o p s h i r e A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Socie ty w h e n J a c k s o n w a s a p p o i n t e d 
c u r a t o r a t W r o x e t e r 1 6 a n d for m a n y yea r s la ter . T h e c o n v e r s a t i o n b e t w e e n C h i t t y a n d Page t t , howeve r , 
t o o k p lace s o m e 56 years after t he b o w l ' s d i scovery , w h e n C h i t t y w a s 85 years o ld , a n d i t i s poss ib le 
t h a t t he de ta i l s h a d b e c o m e ga rb led . A l s o , i t i s on ly fair t o p o i n t o u t t h a t M r . J . G o u l d h a s r e p o r t e d 1 7 

t h a t he m e n t i o n e d the b o w l a t a confe rence in 1965 of t he W e s t M i d l a n d s b r a n c h of the C o u n c i l for 
Br i t i sh A r c h a e o l o g y i n t h e p re sence o f M i s s C h i t t y a n d t h a t ' she d id n o t k n o w o f i t a t t h a t t ime a n d she 
a s k e d me to send he r all de ta i l s o f i t . ' 1 

T h e f ina l puzz le c o n c e r n s t h e s t a t e m e n t t h a t the b o w l c a m e f rom t h e s tone- l ined g rave o f a pr ies t . 
A l t h o u g h a n y d i scuss ion m u s t , i n t he c i r cums tances , be specula t ive , the p h r a s e ' s tone- l ined g r a v e ' gives 
t he impres s ion t h a t t he b o w l c a m e f rom a n i n h u m a t i o n , 1 9 wh ich w a s t he n o r m a l bu r i a l r i te for b o t h 
p a g a n s a n d C h r i s t i a n s i n t he 4 t h c e n t u r y A . D . T h e s u p p o s e d pr ies t ly c o n n e c t i o n , howeve r , i s c lear ly a n 
inference d r a w n f rom the b o w l ' s d e c o r a t i o n . M o r e o v e r , i s i t ce r t a in t h a t t he deceased w a s even a 
Chr i s t i an? C h r i s t i a n bur i a l s o f t he p e r i o d a r e n o r m a l l y d i s t ingu i shed by the i r lack o f g rave g o o d s . An 
over t ly C h r i s t i a n i t em like t he b o w l c o u l d p e r h a p s be accep ted wi th few q u a l m s , b u t t he p resence of a 
co in h o a r d in t he b o w l i s m o r e su rpr i s ing . T h e r e a re , however , s o m e para l le l s for such a d i s c o v e r y , 2 0 

a n d i t h a s been sugges ted t h a t fr iends o r re la t ives o f t he deceased m a y h a v e a d d e d ( p e r h a p s even 
sur rep t i t ious ly ) g r a v e g o o d s t o the bur i a l s o f u n i m p e a c h a b l e C h r i s t i a n s . 2 1 T h e bu r i a l c o u l d , the re fo re , 
be i n t e rp re t ed e i ther as t h a t of a C h r i s t i a n w i t h an a b e r r a n t depos i t of g rave g o o d s , or as t h a t of a 
p a g a n w i t h a b r o n z e vessel w h i c h , whi le or ig ina l ly o f C h r i s t i a n significance, m a y p e r h a p s h a v e been 
r e g a r d e d by the deceased o r by t h o s e c a r r y i n g o u t t he funeral a s little m o r e t h a n a c o n v e n i e n t 
c o n t a i n e r . W h a t r e m a i n s significant, howeve r , i s t h a t an over t ly C h r i s t i a n piece o f m e t a l w o r k w a s 
ava i lab le in 4 t h - c e n t u r y W a l l for depos i t in a g r a v e . 2 2 

12 Letter in Birmingham Museum files dated 28 August, 1978. 
13 For her career see Trans. Shropshire Arch. Soc, lx (1975-6), 131-3. 
14 The idea that the grave was that of a priest can only derive from the decoration on the bowl (see below). 
15 If the bowl did indeed leave the country, this can presumably only have occurred after 1947 when it would seem still to have 

been in Jackson's possession (see note 10, above). 
16 Trans. Shropshire Arch. Soc, 4th ser. ix (1923-4), p. vi. 
17 Letter in Birmingham Museum files dated 17 May, 1979. 
18 Mr. Boon has suggested that Miss Chitty, who was rather deaf in her later years, may have taken this conversation to have 

referred to another bowl. 
19 Mr. Gould has kindly provided a reference to the discovery of inhumation burials at Wall in 1924 (Journal of Roman Studies, 

xiv (1924), 226: "a dozen interments in coffins and one by incineration".) He has also suggested that the excavators in the 
1920s tended to identify as cremations, inhumations where the bones had been severely damaged by the acidic nature of the 
soil (J. Gould, 'Lichfield before St. Chad', in Medieval Archaeology and Architecture at Lichfield, ed. J. Maddison (1993; 
being British Archaeological Society Conference Transactions for 1987), 4). 

20 D. Watts, Christians and Pagans in Roman Britain (1991), 192, where the discovery is noted of a 'small collection of coins' in 
a grave at Ancaster (Lines.), and of the occurrence of coins in graves in the Poundbury cemetery at Dorchester (Dorset), at 
Icklingham (Suffolk), and in the Butt Road II cemetery at Colchester (Essex). 

21 As Mr. Gould has remarked to me, the Christian dead of the 4th century did not direct their own funerals! 
22 For a discussion of the possible early Christian background at Wall in the 4th century, see Gould's article cited in note 19, 

above. 



5 

EXCAVATIONS AT THE PEEL ARMS SITE, 
TAMWORTH, STAFFORDSHIRE 

C O L M M O L O N E Y 
w i t h c o n t r i b u t i o n s by Le igh Al len , Al i s t a i r Barc lay , 

L u c y B o w n , A n g e l a Boyle a n d N i c o l a Sco t t 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

T h e O x f o r d A r c h a e o l o g i c a l U n i t was c o m m i s s i o n e d t o ca r ry o u t a n e x c a v a t i o n a n d w a t c h i n g br ief 
a t t he site o f t he Peel A r m s H o t e l , T a m w o r t h , b y Bui ld ing Des ign G r o u p o f T a m w o r t h . T h e f i e l d w o r k 
a n d p o s t - e x c a v a t i o n analys is was funded ent i re ly by H i n t o n P r o p e r t i e s L t d t h r o u g h the i r agen t s 
Bui ld ing D e s i g n G r o u p o f T a m w o r t h . T h e w o r k w a s ca r r i ed o u t over a pe r iod o f four weeks d u r i n g 
M a y a n d J u n e 1994 u n d e r t he d i rec t ion o f C o l m M o l o n e y a n d the superv i s ion o f M i c h a e l P a r s o n s . 

T O P O G R A P H Y A N D G E O L O G Y (figs. 1 a n d 2 ) 

T h e site, c en t r ing o n N G R S K 20620402 , c o m p r i s e d a n a r e a o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1377 m 2 a t the 
j u n c t i o n o f M a r k e t St ree t a n d Silver Street , f ron t ing o n t o K i n g Stree t , n e a r t he cen t re o f T a m w o r t h . 

T h e S e n d of t he site w a s occup ied by a m i d - 1 8 t h c e n t u r y inn w i t h an ear ly 19 th -cen tu ry ex t ens ion on 
the W side t o w a r d s Silver St reet . To the rear , a n d f ron t ing o n t o K i n g Stree t , was an o p e n ya rd , 
fo rmer ly a ca r p a r k . T h e e x c a v a t i o n a n d w a t c h i n g br ief was u n d e r t a k e n wi th in the confines o f this 
o p e n a rea . 

T h e u n d e r l y i n g geology wi th in the d e v e l o p m e n t a r ea cons is t s o f red m a r l s over la in by s a n d y b a n d s 
of the K e u p e r series. T h e g r o u n d gent ly rises f rom the SW to a he igh t o f 223 m O D . 

H I S T O R I C A L A N D A R C H A E O L O G I C A L B A C K G R O U N D (fig. 3 ) 

T a m w o r t h w a s the chief res idence o f Offa i n AD 757 a n d c o n t i n u e d a s a roya l res idence un t i l AD 
874, w h e n i t w a s r a n s a c k e d by the D a n e s . In AD 913 i t w a s re -es tab l i shed as a b u r h a n d a l t h o u g h 
subject t o V ik ing d e s t r u c t i o n i n AD 940, t he t o w n c o n t i n u e d t o deve lop inside the b u r h defences 
( G o u l d 1972, 17). T h e a r e a e x c a v a t e d lies wi th in th is f o rmer A n g l o - S a x o n b u r h (fig. 3 ; M e e s o n 1992 ,4 , 
f i g . 2) . A l t h o u g h T a m w o r t h i s n o t m e n t i o n e d i n D o m e s d a y B o o k , by 1086 Wi l l i am the C o n q u e r o r h a d 
c rea ted the roya l F o r e s t o f C a n n o c k immed ia t e ly W of T a m w o r t h ( G o u l d 1967, 23) . a n d i t w a s a b o u t 
t h a t t ime t h a t T a m w o r t h Cas t l e was bui l t wi th in t he t o w n ' s defences , d o m i n a t i n g t he s o u t h e r n en t ry 
( G o u l d 1972, 18; M c N e i l l 1989). 

T a m w o r t h m a i n t a i n e d its s m a l l - t o w n s t a tu s f rom the 12th to 16th cen tu r ies , a l t h o u g h its p o p u l a t i o n 
p r o b a b l y did n o t exceed m o r e t h a n 150 families d u r i n g this pe r iod . No c h a r t e r h a s surv ived g r a n t i n g 
t he t o w n a m a r k e t p r i o r to t he 14th cen tu ry , a l t h o u g h i t is likely t h a t i t en joyed this s t a tu s at a m u c h 
ear l ier d a t e ( G o u l d 1972, 21) . 

At the S e n d of the site t he facade of t he Peel A r m s H o t e l , fo rmer ly a c o a c h i n g s t a t ion n a m e d T h e 
K i n g s A r m s , was c o n s t r u c t e d in t w o sec t ions . T h e wes t e rn sec t ion fo rming the c o r n e r wi th Silver Street 
is t he m o s t recent a d d i t i o n c . 1807-1809, a n d i t r ep laced a poss ib ly l a te -medieva l , ha l f - t imbered 
bu i ld ing , no la ter t h a n the 17th cen tu ry . T h e ea s t e rn sec t ion wi th a h ighe r r o o f i s ear l ier t h a n the 1807-
1809 a d d i t i o n . M a n y o f the bu i ld ings a l o n g the n o r t h e r n side o f M a r k e t St ree t a r e o f med ieva l d a t e . 

E x c a v a t i o n s on the o p p o s i t e side of K i n g Street f rom the Peel A r m s site in 1971 identified a 14th-
cen tu ry t i m b e r - f r a m e d bu i ld ing a n d f o u n d the a rchaeo log ica l s t ra t i f ica t ion t o be sha l low ( M e e s o n a n d 
S h e r i d a n 1974, 5). A d i t ch of u n k n o w n d a t e , c ross ing the N e n d of t he Peel A r m s site, i s m a r k e d on 
W o o d ' s m a p o f T a m w o r t h ( W o o d 1958). A n e v a l u a t i o n o f the Peel A r m s site ca r r i ed o u t b y t he O x f o r d 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l U n i t ( O A U ) in F e b r u a r y 1994 identified t w o l inear fea tures c ross ing the p r o p o s e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t a rea , o n e a l igned E - W (121 = 360) a n d the o t h e r N - S (208 = 326). B o t h c o n t a i n e d 
p o t t e r y d a t i n g to the 13th a n d 14th cen tu r ies ( O A U 1994). T h e line of the E - W d i t ch (121 = 360) i s t he 
s a m e a s t he 'Cas t l e R e t r e n c h m e n t ' m a r k e d o n W o o d ' s m a p ( W o o d 1958), a n d a c o n n e c t i o n be tween 
the t w o was t h o u g h t likely. 

T h e e v a l u a t i o n a lso identified a p h a s e of pos t -med ieva l levelling (con tex ts 106, 107, 203 a n d 217), 
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Figure 1: Site location showing areas of excavation and watching brief. 



EXCAVATIONS AT THE PEEL A R M S SITE, T A M W O R T H 7 

b e n e a t h wh ich i t w a s t h o u g h t likely t h a t fu r the r med ieva l fea tures w o u l d be p rese rved . T h e lack o f 
med ieva l p o t t e r y f rom the pos t -med ieva l levelling layers impl ied t h a t i f o t h e r ear l ier fea tures d id indeed 
exist, t hen they m a y n o t h a v e been significantly d i s t u r b e d d u r i n g the la ter act ivi ty . E i g h t e e n t h a n d 
19 th-cen tury act ivi ty i s r ep resen ted by a series of s a n d s t o n e f o u n d a t i o n s a n d b r ick wal ls , be ing the 
r e m a i n s of bu i ld ings wh ich o n c e f ron ted K i n g Street . A br ick- l ined well (207) w a s f o u n d in t r e n c h 2 . 

T H E E X C A V A T I O N 

T h e W r i t t e n S c h e m e o f Inves t iga t ion ( W S I ) ag reed by the P l a n n i n g D e p a r t m e n t o f S taf fordshi re 
C o u n t y C o u n c i l d e t e r m i n e d t h a t 2 5 % o f the site s h o u l d u n d e r g o full-scale e x c a v a t i o n . T h e r e m a i n d e r 
o f t he site w a s to be subjec ted to a w a t c h i n g brief d u r i n g g r o u n d d i s t u r b a n c e by the deve loper s . T h e 
e x c a v a t i o n a r e a m e a s u r e d 9 m by 14 m a n d w a s to be s a m p l e e x c a v a t e d d o w n to 66.2 m O D , t he level of 
g r o u n d r e d u c t i o n p r o p o s e d b y the deve loper s . 

A I M S A N D O B J E C T I V E S 

T h e m a i n object ive w a s t o d e t e r m i n e t he n a t u r e a n d ex ten t o f t he t w o d i t ches identified i n the 
eva lua t i on , t o d e t e r m i n e the i r significance, a n d to inves t iga te w h e t h e r o r n o t they re la ted t o t he ear ly 
t o w n o r cast le defences . T h e c h r o n o l o g i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f t he d i tches w a s to be inves t iga ted to 
d e t e r m i n e t he d a t e o f the i r ini t ial e x c a v a t i o n . I t w a s a l so h o p e d to ga in genera l i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
t o p o g r a p h y a n d d e v e l o p m e n t o f this p a r t o f med ieva l T a m w o r t h . 

M E T H O D O L O G Y 

T h e m o d e r n o v e r b u r d e n w a s m a c h i n e excava ted , us ing a J C B , u n d e r d i rec t a r chaeo log i ca l 
superv is ion , d o w n to t he first significant a r chaeo log i ca l h o r i z o n . D u e to t he la rge size o f t he d i t ch (360) 
a m a c h i n e - e x c a v a t e d t r e n c h w a s cu t t h r o u g h its fills d o w n to 66.2 m OD to d e t e r m i n e its ex ten t a n d to 
d e t e r m i n e w h a t r e sources w o u l d be r equ i r ed to excava te samples o f the f i l l s by h a n d . All fur ther 
e x c a v a t i o n w a s b y h a n d . 

R E S U L T S 

Phase 0 (fig. 1) 

Over ly ing the n a t u r a l c lay a n d s a n d w a s a t h in layer (0.10 m) of loose l ight g rey b r o w n silty l o a m a n d 
gravel (331) wh ich , a l t h o u g h extensively s a m p l e d , p r o d u c e d no a r t e fac tua l ev idence o f a n y k ind . As i t 
w a s qu i t e d is t inc t f rom the u n d e r l y i n g geo logy , i t i s likely to h a v e been the p r e - o c c u p a t i o n g r o u n d 
surface . 

Seven teen r u b b i s h pi ts cu t i n to the unde r ly ing n a t u r a l we re s a m p l e e x c a v a t e d d u r i n g the w a t c h i n g 
brief. T h e s e p i ts were s i tua ted in t w o g r o u p s , o n e in t he n o r t h e r n p a r t o f t he excava t ion , c en t r ed on 
205/120 (364, 366, 368, 370, 372, 374, 376, 378, 380, 390, 392, 394 a n d 396) a n d o n e to t h e S of the 
t r ench , c en t r ed on 208/097 (382, 384, 386 a n d 388). T h e pi ts were genera l ly c i rcu la r in p l a n v a r y i n g in 
d i a m e t e r be tween 1 m a n d 2 m. T h e y were typical ly a r o u n d 1 m deep . T h e fi l ls were cons i s ten t ly of 
friable d a r k r edd i sh b r o w n silty l o a m . Pi t 374 was r e c t a n g u l a r in p l a n . E igh t p i t s c o n t a i n e d la te 11th-
to late 12 th-cen tury p o t t e r y . T h r e e p i ts c o n t a i n e d a n i m a l b o n e inc lud ing p r o b a b l e b u t c h e r y was te in 
con t ex t 373 . 

Phase 1 (figs. 2 a n d 4) 
Ini t ial h u m a n act ivi ty wi th in the con t ro l l ed e x c a v a t i o n t r ench w a s r ep resen ted by a la rge E - W 

o r i e n t a t e d l inear fea ture (360) wh ich cu t t he p r e - o c c u p a t i o n surface ( 3 3 1 , f ig . 4 Sec t ion 1). T h i s fea ture 
was or ig ina l ly identified in t he e v a l u a t i o n (121). De t a i l ed inves t iga t ion d u r i n g the e x c a v a t i o n s h o w e d 
t h a t t he d i tch w a s 8 m wide . F o r safety r e a s o n s i t w a s on ly excava t ed to a d e p t h of 1.2 m (66.2 m O D ) 
f rom the m a c h i n e - e x c a v a t e d level. T h i s fea ture i s u n d o u b t e d l y re la ted to T a m w o r t h Cas t l e a n d 
p r o b a b l y served a s the d i t ch which w o u l d have enc losed an o u t e r bai ley. T h e fea ture h a d gent ly 
s loping, sl ightly convex , sides a n d c o n t a i n e d a f i l l 348, cons i s t ing of m id -g rey s a n d y silt, wh ich was a t 
least 0.60 m th ick . Th i s m a t e r i a l a p p e a r s to h a v e been depos i t ed t h r o u g h n a t u r a l e ro s ion by the la ter 
12th to ear ly 13th cen tur ies . T h e d a t i n g i s p r imar i l y p r o v i d e d by the ce ramic a s s e m b l a g e f rom this 
fea ture . O n c e the silt h a d a c c u m u l a t e d a l o n g the base a n d sides o f t he fea ture i t w a s par t i a l ly c leaned 
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o u t (fig. 4 , sec t ion 1), i nd i ca t ing t h a t the d i t ch was m a i n t a i n e d for a subs t an t i a l p e r i o d of t ime after its 
init ial c o n s t r u c t i o n . S u b s e q u e n t l y the fea ture silted up wi th a success ion of grey a n d b r o w n s a n d y silt 
depos i t s (344-347) a n d by the e n d o f t h a t p rocess w o u l d h a v e been no m o r e t h a n a sha l low depress ion 
on the surface . 

T h e on ly fea ture which a p p e a r e d to be c o n t e m p o r a r y wi th the d i t ch was a large h e a r t h or f i re pit 
(340). T h i s was loca ted on the s o u t h e r n side of the d i t ch a n d cons i s ted of a large c i rcu lar b o w l - s h a p e d 
fea ture m e a s u r i n g 1.5 m in d i a m e t e r a n d 0.20 m d e e p . I t w a s cu t i n to the p r e - o c c u p a t i o n layer (331). 
T h e f i l l s cons i s t ed of loose c h a r c o a l over la in by a depos i t o f loose o r a n g e a n d red s a n d a n d c lay which 
a p p e a r e d to h a v e been d i s co lou red by hea t . 

Phase 2 (figs. 2 a n d 4) 
A c c o r d i n g to the c e r a m i c ev idence d i t ch 360 was recut d u r i n g the 13th c e n t u r y (fig. 4 , sec t ions 1-3; 

359). T h e recut was 1 m n a r r o w e r on its N side, a n d s teeper a n d m o r e i r regu la r t h a n the P h a s e 1 d i tch . 
A second m u c h smal ler l inear fea ture (355) w a s loca ted 2.1 m to t he N of d i tch 359 a n d r a n para l le l to i t 
(fig. 4 , sect ion 1). Th i s w a s V - s h a p e d a n d regu la r in profile. T h e f i l l of this smal le r d i t ch cons i s t ed of 
0.80 m of b r o w n s a n d y silty l o a m (356). A l t h o u g h d u r i n g this phase , the d i t ch w a s a l lowed to silt up 
g r adua l l y as ind ica ted by the n a t u r e of the th ree grey silty f i l l s c o n t a i n e d wi th in i t (333 , 332 a n d 343), 
the f i l l of the smal ler d i t ch (356) ind ica tes t h a t i t w a s backfil led qu ick ly a n d de l ibera te ly . A glass b e a d 
(see be low a n d f ig . 5.2) o f p r o b a b l e S a x o n d a t e w a s f o u n d wi th in the f i l l o f the d i t ch recut , i nd ica t ing 
s o m e redepos i t ion . 

Phase 3 (fig. 2) 
D u r i n g the late 14th c e n t u r y , after t he d i tches h a d sil ted u p , a de l ibe ra te a t t e m p t w a s m a d e to level 

the a rea . T h i s is r ep resen ted by a 0.30 m th ick layer of loose grey b r o w n s a n d y l o a m w i t h s o m e 
c h a r c o a l f l ecks (308). T h i s layer w a s f o u n d over t he w h o l e o f the a r ea excava ted . 

T h e b o u n d a r y once de l inea ted by the d i t ch w a s r econs t ruc t ed in s tone d u r i n g th is p h a s e (313). A 
single cour se o f t he wal l survived a n d i t w a s m a d e f rom yel low s a n d s t o n e b locks . In fo rm the wal l was 
o f a s h l a r c o n s t r u c t i o n wi th s q u a r e d a n d faced s tone b locks b o n d e d wi th b o t h c lay a n d m o r t a r . T h e 
f o u n d a t i o n (314) cons i s ted of a t r ench (315) c o n t a i n i n g r o u g h s a n d s t o n e b locks in a m a t r i x of l o a m . 
T h e wal l t e r m i n a t e d j u s t over 1 m sho r t of the ea s t e rn edge of the t rench , poss ib ly ind ica t ing t h a t an 
e n t r a n c e o r g a t e w a y exis ted a t t h a t p o i n t . T h e c e r a m i c evidence w o u l d suggest t h a t this p h a s e i s late 
14 th-century . 

A N - S o r i en t a t ed d i tch (328) t e r m i n a t e d a t the s o u t h e r n edge of t he fo rmer d i t ch , a n d i t h a s been 
in te rp re ted as a p r o p e r t y b o u n d a r y . I t was 0.82 m wide a n d 0.18 m deep . S u b s e q u e n t l y this d i t ch was 
recut (326) a n d en la rged . A f r a g m e n t a r y c o p p e r a l loy c o m p o s i t e s t r a p - e n d of a type c o m m o n in the 
14th cen tu ry was recovered f rom the f i l l o f the recut (see be low) . T h e d i t ch d u r i n g this p h a s e w a s still 
visible as a subs t an t i a l dep re s s ion a n d seems to h a v e been used to define the b a c k e n d of b u r g a g e p lo t s 
f ront ing o n t o M a r k e t St reet . 

Phase 4 (fig. 2) 
T h e a r ea a p p e a r s t o h a v e been used a s was t e g r o u n d , ind ica ted by the d e p o s i t i o n o f r edepos i t ed 

n a t u r a l a n d poss ible m i d d e n m a t e r i a l . T h i s seems to h a v e been a de l ibe ra t e a t t e m p t to level the 
depress ion caused by subs idence wi th in the unde r ly ing d i t ch (fig. 4, sect ions 2 a n d 3). Ini t ial ly a 0.30 m 
layer of c o m p a c t clean p ink clay (305) was d u m p e d in to the t o p of the di tch. A layer of grey b r o w n 
l o a m (308) w a s t h e n depos i t ed over the who le site. T h i s layer c o n t a i n e d p r e d o m i n a n t l y 13th- to 14th-
cen tu ry Ligh t Bod ied S a n d y W a r e s . 

R u b b i s h pi ts were subsequen t ly d u g over m u c h of t he site. Seven pi ts (307, 310, 312, 316, 318, 322 
a n d 335) a n d t w o l inear fea tures (320 a n d 324) were identified wi th in the excava t ion a rea . T h e pi ts were 
general ly c i rcu la r in p l a n a n d be tween 0.5 a n d 1.5 m in d i ame te r . The i r d e p t h w a s be tween 0.1 a n d 1.3 
m Pi t 316 was r e c t a n g u l a r in p l a n a n d 0.55 m deep . T h e s e pi ts were f i l led wi th friable grey b r o w n silty 
l o a m s . T h e t w o l inear fea tures (320 a n d 324) were a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 m in l eng th a n d 0.7 m wide . B o t h 
were sha l low (0.2 m deep ) wi th s teep sides a n d f la t bases . T h e y were f i l l ed wi th greenish-grey a n d d a r k 
b r o w n clay l o a m . 

T h e s e features were sealed by a layer of m i d d e n depos i t s wh ich cons is ted of d a r k b r o w n t enac ious 
silty c lay l o a m (304; f ig. 4, sect ions 2 a n d 3). R e d e p o s i t e d wi th in this m i d d e n w a s a f r agmen t of a 



Figure 2: Contour survey imposed on the excavation and evaluation trenches, and phase plans. 
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d o u g h n u t - s h a p e d clay l o o m w e i g h t o f p r o b a b l e S a x o n d a t e (fig. 5 .1 ; see be low) . T h i s depos i t seems to 
h a v e a c c u m u l a t e d f rom the end o f t he med ieva l p e r i o d unt i l t he 18th o r 19th cen tu r ies , i nd i ca t ing t h a t 
the a r ea w a s v a c a n t d u r i n g t h a t t ime . By the 19th c e n t u r y br ick t e n e m e n t s wi th sha l low cel lars h a d 
been buil t a l o n g the K i n g St ree t f ron tage . Assoc i a t ed wi th t h e m were a n u m b e r of br ick- l ined wells, 
o n e of wh ich is i l lus t ra ted on f igure 2. T h e wells were on ave rage be tween 5 a n d 6 m d e e p a n d still 
c o n t a i n e d w a t e r a t the t i m e o f the e x c a v a t i o n . 

D I S C U S S I O N 

C h a n c e f inds of S a x o n ar te fac ts in t he f o r m of t w o she rds of S a x o n po t t e ry , a f r a g m e n t a r y glass b e a d 
a n d a l o o m w e i g h t m a y ind ica te t h a t th is a r ea o f T a m w o r t h w a s occup ied d u r i n g the S a x o n pe r iod . 
Even t h o u g h the site w a s w i th in t he confines o f the A n g l o - S a x o n b u r h , the c o m p l e t e a b s e n c e o f a n y 
s t ruc tu re s p r e - d a t i n g t he N o r m a n d i t ch i s n o t surpr i s ing . T h e e x c a v a t i o n o f such a large a n d d e e p 
fea ture w o u l d h a v e comple t e ly r e m o v e d a n y earl ier ev idence over m u c h o f t he a r e a inves t iga ted . 
Reference i s m a d e in D o m e s d a y B o o k to the who lesa le d e s t r u c t i o n o f S a x o n bu i ld ings in a d v a n c e o f 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f N o r m a n cast les in t o w n s such as G louces t e r . T h e r e i s no r e a s o n to believe t h a t th is 
d id n o t a l so t a k e p lace in T a m w o r t h . T h e earl iest act ivi ty on the site i s a t t e s t ed by the r u b b i s h pi ts 
e x a m i n e d d u r i n g the w a t c h i n g brief. T h e p o t t e r y f rom these fea tures d a t e d to the 11th a n d 12th 
cen tur ies . 

I t i s difficult to d e t e r m i n e t he exac t n a t u r e a n d ex ten t of the d i t ch w i t h o u t fur ther e x c a v a t i o n ; i t w a s 
a l m o s t ce r ta in ly re la ted t o t he cast le . T h e d i t ch p r o b a b l y served a s an o u t e r defensive d i t ch , p e r h a p s 
r u n n i n g a l o n g H o l l o w W a y , ac ross t he Peel A r m s site a n d b a c k d o w n t h r o u g h M i d d l e E n t r y (fig. 3). I t 
p r o b a b l y func t ioned a s t he d i t ch for an o u t e r bailey o f t he cast le . T h e use o f t he d i t ch a p p e a r s to h a v e 
ceased d u r i n g the fou r t een th c e n t u r y a s i t w a s a l lowed to silt u p . T h i s w o u l d s u p p o r t t he idea t h a t the 
d i t ch was assoc ia ted wi th the cast le . 

Figure 3: Plan of the town centre showing medieval names and property boundaries (after Meeson 1979). 
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A s tudy o f t he t o w n ' s m o r p h o l o g y on the 1882 OS m a p a d d s we igh t to this t heo ry , a s d o e s t he aer ia l 
c o n t o u r survey c o m m i s s i o n e d by T a m w o r t h B o r o u g h C o u n c i l in t he 1970s ( C a r v e r 1987, 118, f ig . 80). 
A m a p p r e p a r e d by R . A . M e e s o n r econs t ruc t s t he med ieva l p r o p e r t y b o u n d a r i e s o f t he t o w n a n d 
s h o w s a n o d d a r r a n g e m e n t o f d o u b l e b o u n d a r i e s a t t he r ea r o f t he p lo t s f ron t ing C h u r c h Street a n d 
M a r k e t Street (fig. 3 ; M e e s o n 1979, f ig . 23). T h i s m a y be the fossilized line of the d i tch . 

O n c e i t h a d been backfil led the d i t ch w o u l d a p p e a r to h a v e been used as a t r a c k w a y or a backa l l ey 
poss ib ly l ead ing off H o l l o w W a y (fig. 3). T h e p r o p e r t y b o u n d a r y (d i tch 326) wh ich w a s identified 
r u n n i n g b a c k f rom M a r k e t Street respec ted this r o u t e . T h e p resence o f such a t r a c k w a y w o u l d a lso 
expla in the absence o f bu i ld ings on the site before the 18th cen tu ry . T h e r o u t e i s s h o w n on M e e s o n ' s 
p l a n of t he medieva l p r o p e r t y b o u n d a r i e s of the t o w n (fig. 3). 

T h o u g h references t o the exis tence o f n u m e r o u s d i t ches a r e m a d e i n T a m w o r t h m a n o r c o u r t rol ls 
d u r i n g the reign o f E d w a r d I I I n o n e o f these d i tches h a s been sat isfactor i ly loca ted . An e n t r y d a t e d 2 
O c t o b e r 1329, however , m a y be significant to the Peel A r m s site: 

'The bailliffs, the frankpledges and the whole community of the town of Tamworth have granted to John le Teynturer 
of Tamworth and his heirs or assigns forever all that place of land in the ditch called le Suynnedych lying between the 
land of Parnel Payn and Allan Hemory on one part and the land formerly of Henry Gobbe on the other, and it 
extends from the highway to the land of the said John, and it extends in part by the whole of John's land at the end of 
his garden up to the land of John of Wrydefen and Margaret his wife.' (Dale 1959) 

F u r t h e r d o c u m e n t a r y research m a y p r o v i d e l oca t i ons for these p r o p e r t i e s a n d " le S u y n n e d y c h " . 

THE FINDS 

M E D I E V A L P O T T E R Y 

b y L u c y B o w n 

M E T H O D O L O G Y 

T h e p o t t e r y h a s been identified us ing a x20 b i n o c u l a r m i c r o s c o p e a n d classified i n to genera l fabric 
types b a s e d on the pr inc ip le visible inc lus ions . T h e classif ication of fabrics es tab l i shed f rom the 
e x c a v a t i o n o f t he A n g l o - S a x o n W a t e r m i l l site a t T a m w o r t h ( N a i l o r 1992) a n d recen t w o r k a t Stafford 
( F o r d 1992) h a s p r o v i d e d a f r a m e w o r k for recent med ieva l p o t t e r y s tudies in the W e s t M i d l a n d s a n d 
h a s been fol lowed in this r e p o r t . 

Six h u n d r e d a n d th i r ty-seven she rds (15.5 kg) f rom the e x c a v a t i o n a n d 50 she rds (1.6 kg) f rom the 
e v a l u a t i o n h a v e been fully quant i f ied us ing she rd c o u n t , weight , a n d a m i n i m u m vessel c o u n t us ing 
r ims . T h i s d a t a was en te red o n t o a c o m p u t e r i s e d d a t a b a s e to a id the analys is . T h e fabrics will be 
d iscussed in ch rono log i ca l o rde r . 

Middle Saxon (7 th to 8 th cen tu ry ) 
O n e she rd h a s been identified a s m i d d l e S a x o n . T h e pr inc ip le inclus ions o f t he fabric a r e a b u n d a n t 

s u b - a n g u l a r q u a r t z a n d m o d e r a t e m i c a a n d o rgan i c ma te r i a l . T h e sherd i s h a n d - m a d e wi th a wall 
th ickness of 7-8 m m ; i t i s s m o o t h e d on the ex te rna l surface . C o n t e x t 308. 

Late Saxon? (10 th to 11th cen tu ry ) 
O n e c r u d e sherd , 12 mm thick , i s t e m p e r e d wi th m o d e r a t e a n g u l a r q u a r t z be tween 0.2 a n d 0.4 m m , 

a n g u l a r q u a r t z i t e o f be tween 0.5 a n d 0.8 m m , a n d la rge inc lus ions o f g rog a n d f i r ed clay pel lets . T h i s 
sherd i s c rude ly f i n i shed a n d p r o b a b l y h a n d - m a d e . C o n t e x t 373 . 

Stamford Ware 
F o u r she rds o f S t a m f o r d W a r e , fabr ic type A , a r e p r o d u c t s o f t he ear l ier 10th- t o 12 th-cen tury p h a s e 

o f the i n d u s t r y . C o o k i n g vessels a r e r ep resen ted by t w o s o o t e d she rds , a n d m i d t o late l l t h - c e n t u r y 
s p o u t e d p i t chers by o n e r im a n d a she rd wi th a c o n t i n u o u s c lear yel low lead glaze on the ex te r io r 
surface. C o n t e x t s 332, 3 4 1 , 345 a n d 373 . 

Shelly Ware 
O n e she rd in an i ron-r ich , c ru shed she l l - t empered fabr ic i s very s imilar to D e v e l o p e d St. N e o t s - t y p e 
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w a r e of la te 12th- to 14 th-cen tury d a t e . I ts a s soc ia t ion , in con t ex t 345 (ass igned to P h a s e 1), w i t h a 
p r e d o m i n a n c e o f 13th- to 14 th-cen tury l ight b o d i e d w a r e s (see be low) s u p p o r t s th is ident i f icat ion. 

Iron-rich Sandy Wares 
T h e second largest g r o u p o f sherds r ecovered in t he e x c a v a t i o n c a n be classified as be long ing to t he 

genera l ly u b i q u i t o u s t r a d i t i o n o f I ron - r i ch S a n d y W a r e s f o u n d t h r o u g h o u t t he W e s t M i d l a n d s . T w o 
fabric types a n d vessel fo rms in this a s semblage c o r r e s p o n d wi th the sub-d iv i s ions ' s a n d y u t i l i t a r i an 
w a r e ' a n d ' s a n d y tab le ware /g reen-g lazed p i t che r s ' o f t h a t c a t ego ry , a s defined a t Stafford ( F o r d 1992). 
A t the W a t e r m i l l site, T a m w o r t h , these w a r e s a re ca tegor i zed a s fabr ic 3 ' R e d u c e d S a n d y W a r e ' a n d 
fabr ic 4 ' R e d u c e d S a n d y G l a z e d fabr ic ' , a n d w i th in t hose ca tegor ies t he re is a s imi lar d ivis ion be tween 
u t i l i t a r i an c o o k i n g p o t s a n d glazed p i tchers / jugs ( N a i l o r 1992). T h e T a m w o r t h fabrics a r e l ikened t o 
t hose f o u n d a t M u c h P a r k Street , C o v e n t r y (fabrics 3 a n d 4 ; W r i g h t 1982). 

Sandy Utilitarian Wares 
O n e h u n d r e d a n d twelve sherds were r ecovered f rom the excava t ion , all o f wh ich d i sp lay t he 

charac te r i s t i c uneven surfaces o f h a n d - m a d e a n d wheel-f inished vessels. G e n e r a l l y the she rds a r e 
r educed w i t h an oxidised surface, a l t h o u g h the re a r e a lso f requen t example s o f sherds w i t h b o t h 
oxid ised a n d r educed f i r i n g co lou r s i nd ica t ing p o o r l y - r e g u l a t e d f i r i n g t e m p e r a t u r e s . T h e ma jo r i t y o f 
these she rds a r e f rom ung lazed c o o k i n g p o t s a n d j a r s r a n g i n g i n r i m d i a m e t e r f rom 140 t o 280 m m , a n d 
wi th sagg ing bases . Sixteen vessels a r e r ep re sen t ed by s imple ever ted r ims wi th folded over edges , o n e 
e x a m p l e o f w h i c h h a s t h u m b e d d e c o r a t i o n a r o u n d the o u t e r edge o f the r im. E x c e p t i o n s a re a lid sea ted 
f o r m a n d i n t u r n e d r im fo rm. Para l le l s for these fo rms c a n be f o u n d a t t h e W a t e r m i l l site i n T a m w o r t h 
( N a i l o r 1992, 116, f ig . 75.6 & 75.39) a n d a t M u c h P a r k Street , C o v e n t r y ( W r i g h t 1982, 116, f ig . 60.2-
60.4, 60 .11 , 60.16, 60.20, 60.30) . 

O n e she rd w i t h a t h in wh i t e slip a n d o r a n g e / y e l l o w lead glaze on the ex te r io r surface i s d e c o r a t e d 
wi th an app l i ed ver t ical s t r ip . S imi lar she rds in th is fabr ic h a v e been f o u n d a t Stafford ( F o r d 1992). 
S a n d y Ut i l i t a r i an W a r e i s d a t e d f rom the 12th- t o f i r s t ha l f o f t he 13th- c e n t u r y a t M u c h P a r k Street , 
C o v e n t r y ( W r i g h t 1982), a n d f rom the 11th to 14th c e n t u r y a t Stafford ( F o r d 1992), i t i s f o u n d 
p r e d o m i n a n t l y in P h a s e s 5 a n d 6 a t t h e W a t e r m i l l site in T a m w o r t h , d a t e d by the p o t t e r y as be tween 
the s e c o n d ha l f o f the 11th to la ter 12th c e n t u r y ( N a i l o r 1992). At t he Peel A r m s site th is s a n d y 
u t i l i t a r i an w a r e i s f o u n d sca t t e red t h r o u g h o u t the fea tures b u t o c c u r s in p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e n t r a t i o n s in 
t he p i ts e x a m i n e d d u r i n g the w a t c h i n g brief 364, 366, 368 , 372, 374, 378 a n d 380 ( P h a s e 0). A la te 11th-
to late 12 th-cen tury d a t e i s i nd ica ted for these she rds . O n e c o o k i n g p o t b a s e w a s f o u n d in the 
e v a l u a t i o n con t ex t 218 . 

Sandy Table Wares 
F o u r b o d y sherds a n d o n e base wi th a n app l i ed foot a r e typica l e x a m p l e s o f she rds f rom green 

glazed t r i p o d p i tchers . All a r e r educed she rd s a n d h a v e an ol ive g reen lead glaze on the ex ter ior . T h i s 
p a r t i c u l a r vessel fo rm i s d a t e d as 12th o r very ear ly 13th c e n t u r y a t M u c h P a r k Street , C o v e n t r y 
( W r i g h t 1982), a t Stafford ( F o r d 1992), a n d a t t he W a t e r m i l l site in T a m w o r t h ( N a i l o r 1992). A t the 
Peel A r m s site these sherds a re likely to be in situ in con t ex t s 352 a n d 356 ( P h a s e 2) a n d in p i ts 368 a n d 
370 ( P h a s e 0) , b u t p r o b a b l y r edepos i t ed in c o n t e x t 333 , P h a s e 2 . 

Light-bodied Sandy Ware 
T h e m a j o r fabr ic type wi th in this a s semblage c a n be e q u a t e d wi th fabr ic 1 ' L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y 

W a r e s ' a t T a m w o r t h ( N a i l o r 1992), M u c h P a r k S t ree t ( fabrics 16 a n d 17; W r i g h t 1982) a n d buff /white 
s a n d y w a r e a t Stafford ( F o r d 1992). L i g h t - b o d i e d a n d buff wh i t e s a n d y wares a p p e a r to be a d o m i n a n t 
w a r e i n t he 13th a n d 14th centur ies t h r o u g h o u t S o u t h Staf fordshi re a n d N o r t h W a r w i c k s h i r e , whi ls t 
o t h e r example s o f red p a i n t e d whi te w a r e s a r e k n o w n f rom C o v e n t r y ( W r i g h t 1982), W a r w i c k ( R a t k a i 
1987/8), a n d Stafford ( F o r d 1992). K i l n sites p r o d u c i n g W h i t e w a r e s a r e k n o w n n o t on ly a t Chi lvers 
C o t o n , N u n e a t o n , b u t a l so a t Sneyd G r e e n , S t o k e - o n - T r e n t , a n d t h e p r o d u c t s o f t he la t te r h a v e b e e n 
f o u n d as far afield as P o w y s a n d S h r e w s b u r y . A different r a n g e of w a r e s in a buff /white w a r e a r e 
k n o w n f rom ki lns a t A u d l e m a n d B r e r e t o n P a r k i n S o u t h C h e s h i r e . W h i l s t t he p resen t s ta te o f 
k n o w l e d g e a b o u t t he d i s t r i bu t i on a n d m a r k e t i n g o f these p r o d u c t s i s little u n d e r s t o o d , the p r o v e n a n c e 
o f t he l igh t -bod ied s a n d y w a r e s f o u n d a t T a m w o r t h a r e bes t i n t e rp re t ed as b e l o n g i n g to a n e t w o r k o f 
wide d i s t r i bu t ion . At t he W a t e r m i l l site in T a m w o r t h this fabr ic t ype i s defined as d is t inc t f rom the 
Chi lvers C o t o n i ndus t ry a t N u n e a t o n ( M a y e s a n d Sco t t 1984) o n the bas i s o f t h in sec t ion ana lys i s a n d 
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such charac te r i s t i c s as the c o m m o n use of p a i n t e d red slip d e c o r a t i o n ( N a i l o r 1992). T h e v a r i a t i o n in 
f i r ing wi th in th is fabr ic type n o t on ly p r o d u c e s a r a n g e of c o l o u r f rom buff /white to p ink i sh wh i t e b u t 
a l so sugges ts t h a t m o r e t h a n o n e c lay sou rce o r ki ln for this w a r e . 

T h r e e h u n d r e d a n d sixty she rds were recovered f rom a var ie ty of vessels, i nc lud ing c o o k i n g p o t s / 
j a r s , j u g s , d r i p p i n g p a n s a n d bowls . A la rge p r o p o r t i o n of the ung lazed sherds a r e difficult to define as 
e i ther j ugs o r c o o k i n g vessels. H o w e v e r , a s s u m i n g t h a t the glazed a n d d e c o r a t e d she rds a r e f rom j u g s , 
b o t h fo rms a r e well r ep resen ted in th is a s semblage . Twe lve c o o k i n g po t / j a r s a r e r ep resen ted by r im 
f r agmen t s in a l imited r a n g e of a n g u l a r a n d t h i ckened fo rms be tween 140 a n d 280 mm in d i a m e t e r . T h e 
s a m e r a n g e of fo rms a re f o u n d a t the W a t e r m i l l site in T a m w o r t h (Na i lo r 1992, 116, f ig . 75.9 , 75.10, 
75.16, 75.20) . T h e soo t ed bases which a re a s s u m e d to be f rom c o o k i n g p o t s a r e usual ly fiat. S o m e 
c o o k i n g p o t s h a v e a sp lashed m o t t l e d lead a n d c o p p e r glaze on the in te r io r surface. 

E igh t j u g s a re r ep resen ted by p la in u p r i g h t r ims wi th a p i n c h e d s p o u t , smal l ever ted s q u a r e d r ims 
a n d an u p r i g h t fo rm wi th in te rna l l ip poss ib ly for a lock ing lid. T h e p la in u p r i g h t r im c a n be para l le led 
a t t he W a t e r m i l l site in T a m w o r t h ( N a i l o r 1992, 117, f ig . 76.25) . T h e r ims r a n g e in d i a m e t e r f rom 100 
t o 140 m m . Base she rds f rom b o t h ba lus t e r a n d o v o i d j u g fo rms a r e p resen t . O t h e r d i agnos t i c she rds 
f rom j u g s inc lude s lashed s t r a p h a n d l e s ( N a i l o r 1992, 117, f ig . 76.25), r o d h a n d l e s wi th n o t c h 
d e c o r a t i o n on the ra ised spine o f t he h a n d l e , a n d d e c o r a t e d b o d y she rds . A var ie ty o f deco ra t i ve 
e l emen t s inc lude p a i n t e d red slip in ver t ical b a n d s , a single incised l ine a r o u n d the o u t e r edge of the 
r im, a n d c o m b e d b a n d s o f l ines f o r m i n g c r u d e t r i a n g u l a r p a t t e r n s over the ex te rna l surface o f the 
b o d y . B o t h green c o p p e r a n d yel low lead glazes a r e f o u n d o n these j u g she rds a n d occas iona l ly o n the 
in te r io r o f t he j u g base . 

T h r e e e x a m p l e s o f larger s t o r age vessels were found , all w i th the s a m e e l a b o r a t e s q u a r e d r im fo rm 
( N a i l o r 1992, 117, f ig . 76.33) a n d r a n g i n g f rom 180 to 300 mm in d i ame te r . T w o of these e x a m p l e s a re 
d e c o r a t e d on the b o d y wi th ver t ical a n d obl ique ly app l ied t h u m b e d s t r ips of c lay. O n e vessel w i th a flat 
t o p p e d r im a n d s t ra igh t s ided walls , for wh ich i t i s imposs ib le to m e a s u r e a r im d i ame te r , i s t h o u g h t to 
be f rom a b o w l . T h e subs t an t i a l p a r t of a d r i p p i n g p a n survives in this a s semblage . T h e vessel i s h a n d ­
m a d e wi th a s imple ever ted r im a n d c o p p e r glazed on the in ter ior . 

A t t he W a t e r m i l l site in T a m w o r t h these L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e s a re i n t r o d u c e d in the 13th 
cen tu ry a n d a re p r o b a b l y still c u r r e n t d u r i n g a t last p a r t o f the 14th cen tu ry . As a genera l t r a d i t i o n th is 
w a r e i s c o m m o n l y d a t e d as la te 12th to 14th cen tu ry , t h o u g h i t d o e s n o t a p p e a r to be in p r o d u c t i o n a t 
Chi lvers C o t o n , N u n e a t o n , unt i l t he 13th cen t u ry ( M a y e s a n d Scot t 1984) a n d d o e s n o t o c c u r unt i l the 
la ter 13th c e n t u r y a t T i p p i n g Street , Stafford ( F o r d 1992). In the Peel A r m s excava t ion th is i s the 
p r e d o m i n a n t fabric type f o u n d in all p h a s e s a n d w o u l d a p p e a r to d a t e f rom the 13th- to la te 14th-
cen tur ies . F o u r j u g she rd s were found in t he e v a l u a t i o n con tex t s 120 a n d 218. 

Late Medieval Orange Wares 
F o u r she rds in an oxidised o r a n g e s a n d y w a r e a r e likely to be 14th- to 15th- cen tu ry p r o d u c t s of a 

s imilar t r a d i t i o n to fabrics B a n d C f rom the Chi lvers C o t o n ki lns a t N u n e a t o n ( M a y e s a n d Scot t 
1984). T h e s a m e fabric type i s p resen t a t the W a t e r m i l l site, T a m w o r t h , w h e r e i t i s para l le led wi th 
M u c h P a r k St ree t , C o v e n t r y (fabric t ype 5 ; W r i g h t 1982) a n d assoc ia ted wi th t he p r o d u c t i o n o f wide -
m o u t h e d j a r s . Of the four sherds in this a s semblage o n e r im (260 m m ) f rom such a j a r a n d a sagg ing 
b a s e c a n be para l le led a t C o v e n t r y ( W r i g h t 1982, 122, f ig . 63.87) . T h e exact p r o v e n a n c e of this w a r e i s 
u n k n o w n , a l t h o u g h i t i s a c o m m o n late medieva l type t h r o u g h o u t S o u t h Staffordshire . 

T h e s e she rds a r e a s soc ia ted wi th the latest f i l l in t he recu t of d i tch 359 (con tex t 332, P h a s e 2) a n d in 
p i ts 307, 310 a n d 316, wh ich were cu t i n to t he u p p e r fills of the d i tch . A late 14th- or 15 th-cen tury d a t e 
w o u l d n o t be o u t o f p lace for this m a t e r i a l . 

Midlands Purple Ware 
T e n overf ired sherds a r e ca tegor i sed a s be long ing to the M i d l a n d s P u r p l e t r ad i t i on , t h o u g h s o m e a re 

very s imilar to the L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e s . T h e c o m p l e t e profi le of a u r i na l w i th l o o p h a n d l e , flat 
b a s e a n d smal l ever ted r im, a n d the pul led h a n d l e f rom a p ipk in co u l d be overfired vessels in the L igh t -
b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e t r a d i t i o n . T w o thickly p o t t e d she rds wi th a p u r p l e glaze a r e m o r e conv inc ing a s 
p r o d u c t s o f t he M i d l a n d P u r p l e t r ad i t i on . M i d l a n d s P u r p l e w a r e i s a la te 14th- to 15 th-cen tury p r o d u c t 
f o u n d t h r o u g h o u t the M i d l a n d s . I t i s k n o w n to h a v e been p r o d u c e d f rom ki lns a t T ickna l l , D e r b y s h i r e , 
a n d a t Chi lvers C o t o n , N u n e a t o n (fabric D ) , a n d was t e r s h a v e been found a t S t o k e - o n - T r e n t ( F o r d 
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1992). In th is a s semblage its occu r r ence in the u p p e r fills of the recu t of d i t ch 359 (con tex t 330, P h a s e 
2), t he P h a s e 3 b o u n d a r y d i t ch (326), a n d pi t 316 ass igned to P h a s e 4 is ind ica t ive of a la te 14th- to 
15 th-cen tury d a t e . 

Tudor Green-type Ware 
N i n e she rds f rom t w o c u p s a r e f o u n d i n S u r r e y / H a m p s h i r e W h i t e w a r e . T h e t w o vessels a r e 

r ep resen ted by r im sherds f rom a lobed c u p a n d a p la in c u p wi th c a r i n a t e d b o d y . T h e s e p r o d u c t s d a t e 
f rom the late 14th to 15th cen tu ry a n d a r e i m p o r t s i n t o Staffordshire . T h e she rds a r e f o u n d in the u p p e r 
fill of the recu t of d i t ch 359 (332) a n d in the la te 15 th-cen tury p i t 316, P h a s e 4 . 

Langerwehe Stoneware 
O n e she rd of finely t h r o w n s t o n e w a r e i s p r o b a b l y a L a n g e r w e h e p r o d u c t of la te 14th- to 15th-

cen tu ry d a t e . T h i s sherd i s f o u n d in the u p p e r fill (333), P h a s e 2 , of the recu t of d i t ch 359. 

Cistercian ware 
O n e she rd a n d the base f rom a c u p / p o s s e t p o t a r e la te 15th- to 16 th-cen tury Cis te rc ian w a r e 

p r o d u c t s . T h e s e occu r in the P h a s e 4 pi ts 310 a n d 316. T w o r im s h e rd s f rom Cis te rc ian W a r e c u p s were 
f o u n d in e v a l u a t i o n con t ex t s 107 a n d 217 . 

Blackwares 
F o u r she rds f rom t a n k a r d s in pos t -med ieva l B l a c k w a r e , o f 16th- to 17 th-cen tury d a t e , were f o u n d in 

e v a l u a t i o n c o n t e x t s 107, 203 , 217 a n d 218 . 

Seventy-five she rds (8 K g ) of pos t -med ieva l m a t e r i a l were col lected f rom the m e c h a n i c a l e x c a v a t i o n 
of con t ex t 300. A l t h o u g h this ma te r i a l w a s n o t r e co rded in de ta i l , t he re i s a r a n g e of 17th- to 19th-
c e n t u r y w a r e s , i n c l u d i n g B l a c k w a r e t a n k a r d s , S ta f fo rdsh i re M a n g a n e s e S p e c k l e d T a n k a r d s , 
S t a f fo rdsh i r e W h i t e Sal t G l a z e , B r o w n S t o n e w a r e b o t t l e s , Y e l l o w S t o n e w a r e j a r s , E n g l i s h 
Po rce l a in , N o t t i n g h a m S t o n e w a r e , G l a z e d R e d E a r t h e n w a r e , M o c h a W a r e , C r e a m w a r e , P e a r l w a r e , 
Black Basal t , a n d T rans fe r P r in t ed W a r e . 

T h i r t y - n i n e she rds o f pos t -med ieva l d a t e were f o u n d in the e v a l u a t i o n t r enches . T w e n t y - o n e o f these 
she rds a r e p r o d u c t s o f the Staffordshire indus t ry , i nc lud ing Staffordshi re b r o w n s l ipped e a r t h e n w a r e s 
p r o d u c e d be tween 1720 a n d 1760, m o t t l e d glazed c u p s d a t i n g f rom 1700-1800, a n d press m o u l d e d 
d ishes wi th c o m b e d slip d e c o r a t i o n on the in te r ior d a t i n g f rom 1600-1800 . T h e r e m a i n i n g e ighteen 
pos t -med ieva l she rds a r e la ter p r o d u c t s , inc lud ing m i d 18th- t o 20 th -cen tu ry M o c h a W a r e , 18th-
c e n t u r y Staffordshi re W h i t e Sal t G l a z e d S t o n e w a r e , 18th- t o 20 th - cen tu ry C r e a m w a r e , a n d P e a r l w a r e 
w i t h t ransfe r p r i n t e d d e c o r a t i o n . 

D I S C U S S I O N 

T h e p o t t e r y a s semblage i s c o m p r i s e d p r imar i ly o f t w o c e r a m i c types which p r e d o m i n a t e in all the 
m a i n fea tures o f t he excava t ion : I ron - r i ch S a n d y W a r e s d a t i n g f rom the 11th to late 12th cen tu r ies a n d 
L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e s o f 13th- to 14 th-cen tury d a t e . W i t h i n the s a m e con t ex t s a re a smal l n u m b e r 
o f res idual m i d d l e a n d late S a x o n sherds a n d o f S t a m f o r d W a r e . Seventy-five pos t -med ieva l she rds 
were col lected f rom the m a c h i n e c l ea rance o f the u p p e r levels o f t he e x c a v a t i o n t r ench . 

A g r o u p of p i t s (364, 366, 368 , 370, 372, 374, 378 a n d 380) be long ing to P h a s e 0 r e c o r d e d d u r i n g the 
w a t c h i n g br ief a re o f n o t e because they c o n t a i n a l m o s t exclusively late 11th- to la te 12th- c e n t u r y s a n d y 
u t i l i t a r ian w a r e (pits 364, 366, 368, 372, 374, 378 a n d 380) . T h e on ly o t h e r w a r e s p r e sen t a re four sherds 
o f 13th- to 14 th-cen tury L igh t -bod ied S a n d y W a r e , 12th- to ear ly 13 th-cen tury r educed green glazed 
p i t cher , 10th- to 12 th-cen tury S t a m f o r d W a r e , a n d the o n e poss ib le late S a x o n she rd (pi t 372) . 

Phase 1 
T h e va r ious f i l l s of the or ig ina l d i t ch (344-348) c o n t a i n a h o m o g e n o u s a s s e m b l a g e of p o t t e r y in 

wh ich the ma jo r i ty of sherds a r e L igh t -bod i ed S a n d y W a r e s of 12th- to 14 th -cen tu ry d a t e . A smal l 
n u m b e r o f S a n d y Ut i l i t a r i an W a r e sherds , i n con tex t s 348, 346 a n d 345, m i g h t still be c o n t e m p o r a r y : 
a l t h o u g h they a re sugges ted to be late 11th- to la te r 12 th-cen tury d a t e a t t he W a t e r m i l l site in 
T a m w o r t h , t hey a r e f o u n d e lsewhere in Staffordshire in 12th- to ear ly 13 th-cen tury con tex t s . T h e o n e 
Shelly W a r e she rd in c o n t e x t 345 is a lso p r o b a b l y c o n t e m p o r a r y in this p h a s e . A single smal l sherd of 
S t a m f o r d W a r e i s r edepos i t ed in con t ex t 345 . 
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T h e m i d to late 1 l t h - c e n t u r y S t a m f o r d P i t che r r im in con t ex t 341 is res idual , o c c u r r i n g w i t h a 13th-
t o 14 th-cen tury she rd o f L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e . 

P i t s 351 a n d 349 c o n t a i n e d p r e d o m i n a n t l y 13th- t o 14 th-cen tury L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e s wi th 
smal l q u a n t i t i e s o f she rds in S a n d y Ut i l i t a r i an W a r e a n d o n e she rd o f late 12th- to ear ly 13 th-cen tury 
r e d u c e d g reen glazed p i tcher . 

Phase 2 
T h e ear l ies t excava t ed fill of the recut of the d i t ch (343) c o n t a i n s an a s semblage of 13th- to 14th-

cen tu ry L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e s . T h e u p p e r fills (332 a n d 333) a p p e a r t o be m o r e d i s t u r b e d , w i th the 
ma jo r i ty o f she rds be ing o f L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e , b u t they a lso c o n t a i n r edepos i t ed la te 11th- to 
late 12 th-cen tury S a n d y Ut i l i t a r i an W a r e s , 12th- t o ear ly 13 th-cen tury S a n d y T a b l e W a r e s , S t a m f o r d 
W a r e , a n d la te 14th- t o 15 th-cen tury L a t e M e d i e v a l O r a n g e W a r e s , T u d o r G r e e n W a r e a n d 
L a n g e r w e h e s t o n e w a r e . T h e la ter 14th- t o 15 th-cen tury w a r e s a n d the L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e s 
wh ich c o u l d still be c o n t e m p o r a r y in t he la te 14th cen t u ry r ep resen t the latest d a t e of d e p o s i t i o n in the 
d i tch . 

A second smal ler l inear fea ture (355) c o n t a i n e d p r e d o m i n a n t l y 13th- to 14 th-cen tury L i g h t - b o d i e d 
S a n d y W a r e s wi th o n e she rd of a 12th- to ear ly 13 th-cen tury r e d u c e d g reen g lazed p i t che r in R e d u c e d 
S a n d y W a r e . 

Phase 3 
T h e levelling layer (308) c o n t a i n s p r e d o m i n a n t l y 13th- t o 14 th-cen tury L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e s . 

S o m e degree of r edepos i t i on i s sugges ted by the p resence of o n e m i d d l e S a x o n she rd a n d a la te 11th- to 
la te 12 th-cen tury S a n d y Ut i l i t a r i an W a r e sherd . 

C o n t e x t 314, the p a c k i n g for wal l 313 , c o n t a i n e d 13th- t o 14 th -cen tu ry L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e . 
T h e f i l l o f t he b o u n d a r y d i t ch (326) c o n t a i n e d m o s t l y 13th- t o 14 th-cen tury L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e s 
a n d r edepos i t ed late 11th- to late 12th-century S a n d y Ut i l i t a r i an W a r e s . T h e smal l p i p k i n h a n d l e in 
overfired L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y W a r e o r M i d l a n d s P u r p l e W a r e i s a l so f rom this con tex t . 

Phase 4 
Seven r u b b i s h pi ts (307, 316, 310, 312, 318, 322, 335) d iv ide i n to late med ieva l a n d ear ly pos t -

med ieva l fea tures . Pi ts 307, 310, 318 a n d 335 c o n t a i n e d 13th- to 14th-century L i g h t - b o d i e d S a n d y 
W a r e s a n d late 14th- t o 15 th-cen tury L a t e M e d i e v a l O r a n g e W a r e s . T h e s e p i ts a r e p r o b a b l y la ter 14th-
cen tu ry i n d a t e . P i t s 316 a n d 312 c o n t a i n e d T u d o r G r e e n lobed a n d c a r i n a t e d c u p s , M i d l a n d s P u r p l e 
W a r e , L a t e M e d i e v a l O r a n g e W a r e , a n d late 15th- t o 16 th-cen tury Cis te rc ian W a r e . A n ear ly pos t -
med ieva l d a t e w o u l d be a p p r o p r i a t e for these fea tures . Pit 322 c o n t a i n e d a late 11th- to late 12th-
cen tu ry S a n d y Ut i l i t a r i an W a r e she rd . 
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SMALL FINDS 
F I R E D C L A Y L O O M W E I G H T 

by Al i s ta i r Ba rc l ay (fig. 5.1) 

A f r a g m e n t f rom a S a x o n a n n u l a r l o o m w e i g h t (130 g). I t h a s a h a r d fabr ic w i t h coa r se q u a r t z s a n d 
a n d f e r rug inous inc lus ions . I ts ex te r io r surface is oxid ised to a l ight p ink i sh b r o w n . Sf 5 c o n t e x t 304. 
P h a s e 4 . 

G L A S S B E A D 

by A n g e l a Boyle (fig. 5.2) 

O p a q u e glass bead ; i n c o m p l e t e (c. 5 0 % surviv ing) . D o u b l e s h o r t cy l inder w i t h r o u n d e d sides. 
H e i g h t 17 m m , surv iv ing w i d t h 12 m m , w i d t h o f p e r f o r a t i o n c a n n o t be a sce r t a ined . D e c o r a t i o n 
compr i s e s red b a c k g r o u n d wi th yel low b a n d s a t b o t h e n d s o f each segment . T h e r e a r e a series o f w a v y 
whi t e lines a r o u n d the cen t re p o r t i o n of e a c h segmen t . P r o b a b l y S a x o n . Sf 2 con t ex t 333 . P h a s e 2 . 
Para l le l : B u c k l a n d , D o v e r (g rave 76, E v i s o n 1987, p l a t e I I I , D 1 3 ) ; t h e g r a v e h a s been p laced in p h a s e 7 
o f the use o f t h e ceme te ry ( A D 700-750; Ev i son 1987). 

C O M P O S I T E S T R A P E N D W I T H F O R K E D S P A C E R 
by Leigh Al len 

C o p p e r a l loy, i n c o m p l e t e . T o n g u e s h a p e d f o r m wi th p o i n t e d end , sl ightly c o n c a v e a t t a c h m e n t edge 
on the f ront , t he b a c k p l a t e i s miss ing . T h e r e a re t w o rivet ho les a t t he a t t a c h m e n t edge . 20.5 mm x 15 
mm x 3 m m . Para l le l : E g a n a n d P r i t c h a r d 1991, 142-3, fig. 9 3 , n o . 662. Sf 1 c o n t e x t 327 . P r o b a b l y 14th 
c e n t u r y i n d a t e . P h a s e 3 . N o t i l lus t ra ted . 
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S T R I P 

C o p p e r a l loy s t r ip , c o m p l e t e . T w o c i rcu la r p e r f o r a t i o n s a n d th ree n o t c h e s . 51 m m . x 5 m m . x 1 m m . 
Sf 4 c o n t e x t 304. P h a s e 4 . N o t i l lus t ra ted . 

T O K E N 

Silver, i n c o m p l e t e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y i t is t o o f r a g m e n t a r y for ident i f icat ion. Sf 3 c o n t e x t 364. P h a s e 0. 
N o t i l lus t ra ted . 

A N I M A L B O N E 

by N i c o l a Sco t t 

A to t a l o f 357 b o n e f r a g m e n t s was r ecovered o f w h i c h 3 3 % were identif ied to species a n d a n a t o m i c a l 
p a r t . Skul l , r ib a n d v e r t e b r a e f r agmen t s were n o t identif ied. Species identif ied inc lude c o w , h o r s e , 
s h e e p / g o a t a n d pig. In a d d i t i o n , red a n d r o e dee r a r e r ep re sen t ed by t w o scapu l ae a n d a red dee r an t le r , 
all o f wh ich were r ecove red f rom pi t 373 . T h e b o n e i s th in ly d i s t r i bu t ed ac ro s s t he site a n d on ly t he 
a s s e m b l a g e f rom c o n t e x t 373 is p r e s e n t e d in T a b l e 1 ; fur ther de ta i l s m a y be f o u n d in t he site a rch ive . 

In genera l t he b o n e s f rom the site were in a r e a s o n a b l e s ta te of p r e s e r v a t i o n . T h e a s s e m b l a g e i s t o o 
smal l t o d r a w a n y signif icant conc lus ions b u t the c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f h e a d a n d lower l i m b b o n e s i n 
con t ex t 373 , P h a s e 0 , m a y suggest b u t c h e r y refuse. 

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S 

T h e f i e l d w o r k a n d p o s t - e x c a v a t i o n ana lys i s was funded ent i re ly b y H i n t o n P r o p e r t i e s L t d t h r o u g h 
the i r agen t s Bui ld ing D e s i g n G r o u p o f T a m w o r t h . T h e e v a l u a t i o n w a s u n d e r t a k e n b y R o b e r t Ear ly . 
T h e br ief for t he a r chaeo log i ca l inves t iga t ion w a s set by R . A . M e e s o n , o f S taf fordshi re C o u n t y 
C o u n c i l , a n d his he lp t h r o u g h o u t t he pro jec t i s g rea t ly a p p r e c i a t e d . T h e i l lus t ra t ions a r e by K a r e n 
N i c h o l s o f the O A U . T h e site a rch ive a n d f i n d s will b e depos i t ed wi th T a m w o r t h Cas t le M u s e u m . 
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TWO MEDIEVAL BUILDINGS IN HORNINGLOW STREET, 
BURTON-UPON-TRENT 

R . A . M E E S O N A N D A . K I R K H A M 

186 -187, Horninglow Street retain traces of timber-framed buildings which shared a burgage plot 
established before 1214. Although survival is fragmentary, sufficient remains to provide the best insight to 
date into the character of town-houses in medieval Burton-upon-Trent. Both buildings were jettied, and 
both had crown post roofs. A tree-ring felling date of 1345 has been obtained for timbers in No. 187. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

186-187 H o r n i n g l o w Stree t c a m e to the a t t e n t i o n of a rch i t ec tu ra l h i s to r i ans in 1990, w h e n a large 
r e d e v e l o p m e n t w a s p r o p o s e d which inc luded the d e m o l i t i o n o f bu i ld ings f ron t ing o n t o t he street . 
A l t h o u g h the bu i ld ings were re ta ined w i th in t he d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d h a v e been afforded s t a t u t o r y 
p r o t e c t i o n , p a r t s o f t he med ieva l f r aming were cons ide red b e y o n d repa i r a n d were r e m o v e d . A 
w a t c h i n g brief w a s m a i n t a i n e d by the a u t h o r s o f this p a p e r on beha l f o f the D i r e c t o r o f P l a n n i n g a n d 
E c o n o m i c D e v e l o p m e n t for Staf fordshi re C o u n t y C o u n c i l , w i th a view to secur ing a r eco rd of the 
med ieva l t i m b e r s exposed d u r i n g w o r k u p o n the bu i ld ings . T h e r ecord m a d e d u r i n g t h a t exercise 
p r o v i d e d the bu lk o f t he evidence u p o n wh ich th is p a p e r i s based . In a d d i t i o n , t h e r e m a i n s o f a n o t h e r 
bu i ld ing e n c o u n t e r e d on the s a m e site d u r i n g an a rchaeo log ica l e v a l u a t i o n ca r r i ed o u t by B i r m i n g h a m 
Unive r s i ty F ie ld A r c h a e o l o g y U n i t (Dingwal l 1991) a r e briefly r econs ide red . O n e o f the med ieva l 
bu i ld ings descr ibed be low is a t n u m b e r 186 H o r n i n g l o w Street ; t he o t h e r i s a t 186a-187 b u t for 
s implic i ty i t is referred to be low as 187. 

N i k o l a u s Pevsne r used the w o r d ' d r e a r y ' f i ve t imes in the f i r s t p a r a g r a p h o f his a c c o u n t o f B u r t o n -
u p o n - T r e n t , b u t he cou ld n o t be b l a m e d for failing to no t ice the h i d d e n r e m a i n s o f a n u m b e r o f 
medieva l bu i ld ings (1974, 83). T h e c o m i n g of t he cana l s , a n d la ter the ra i lway , h a d t r a n s f o r m e d a 
decayed med ieva l b o r o u g h in to a n in t e rna t iona l ly r e n o w n e d b r e w i n g t o w n . E a r l y brewer ies were 
loca ted b e h i n d the i r o w n e r s ' houses o n the fo rmer med ieva l t e n e m e n t s ; s o m e e x p a n d e d o n t o w n - c e n t r e 
sites a n d were l inked to the s u b u r b a n m a l t h o u s e s by a n e t w o r k of p r iva te ra i lways (Pall iser 1976, 160-
162). M a n y o f t he 19 th-cen tury b r e w i n g a n d c o m m e r c i a l bu i ld ings have , in the i r t u r n , been rep laced by 
m o d e r n r e d e v e l o p m e n t , leaving no visible ev idence o f t he medieva l bu i ld ings wh ich o n c e l ined the 
s t reets . A l t h o u g h ear ly c a r p e n t r y h a s been surveyed on the site o f the Benedic t ine a b b e y ( awa i t ing 
pub l i c a t i on ) , t he survival o f p rev ious ly un recogn i sed med ieva l bu i ld ings e l sewhere in t he t o w n was 
ex t remely unl ike ly . T h e on ly t o w n - h o u s e prev ious ly no t i ced in p r in t w a s a t 169, H i g h Street , wh ich was 
demol i shed in 1969. T h a t bu i ld ing was i n t e rp re t ed by the R o y a l C o m m i s s i o n on the His to r i ca l 
M o n u m e n t s of E n g l a n d as a 15 th-cen tury th ree -bay o p e n hall w i th a s to reyed end , b u t e l sewhere i t w a s 
said to be of 14 th -cen tu ry or ig in a n d to inc lude ' a g r ea t c h a m b e r o r so lar o f seven b a y s a b o u t 57 feet 
l ong a n d 17 feet w i d e ' ( M e r c e r 1975, 200 -201 ; C h a r l e s 1971, 54-56). 

T H E C O N T E X T O F T H E B U I L D I N G S 

C o n v e n t i o n a l l y , t he or ig ins of B u r t o n - u p o n - T r e n t lie in the f o u n d a t i o n of t w o c h u r c h e s by St. 
M o d w e n in t he 7 th c e n t u r y a n d the e n d o w m e n t o f the Benedic t ine A b b e y by Wulfr ic S p o t in his will o f 
c. 1004 ( W h i t e l o c k 1979, 586-589) . T h e p l a c e - n a m e , however , m a y der ive f rom the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a 
fortified se t t l ement before the late 9 th cen tu ry , t h o u g h as yet the re i s no a r chaeo log i ca l c o r r o b o r a t i o n 
of this t h e o r y (Gel l ing 1989, 145-53; 1992, 119). W h e r e a s St. M a r y ' s A b b e y he ld extens ive p r o p e r t y in 
1086, the n a t u r e a n d c o n d i t i o n of the t o w n of B u r t o n a t t h a t t ime i s h a r d to d e t e r m i n e . If, as h a s been 
a r g u e d , an e n t r y for Stafford in D o m e s d a y B o o k i s an e r r o r for B u r t o n , n ine h o u s e h o l d s m i g h t h a v e 
been a c c o u n t e d in 1086 (Wro t t e s l ey 1884, 3). H o w e v e r , for B u r t o n A b b e y m a n o r s general ly , a t least 
t w o - t h i r d s o f its h o u s e h o l d s migh t h a v e been o m i t t e d f rom the D o m e s d a y survey (Walms ley 1968, 79). 

W h a t e v e r t he c o n d i t i o n or s t a tus of B u r t o n a t the e n d of the 11th cen tu ry , a c h a r t e r o f H e n r y I I 
conf i rmed to t he a b b o t all the privileges a n d c u s t o m s in burgo et extra burgum w h i c h his p redecesso r s 
h a d held ( S h a w 1798, 2) . A c c o r d i n g to the a b b e y chron ic les i t was A b b o t N i c h o l a s (1187-97) w h o 
' m a d e the f i r s t b o r o u g h o f B u r t o n , n a m e l y , the vill a n d new wick o f B u r t o n ' , a n d a m a r k e t c h a r t e r was 
o b t a i n e d in the t ime of A b b o t Wi l l i am M e l b u r n e (1200-14) (Deanes ly 1937, xxxiv-xxxv) . 
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Fig. 1 Simplified plans of 186-187, Horninglow Street, including outline of medieval structures and position of archaeological 
trench 3. 

T h e t e n e m e n t s a l o n g H o r n i n g l o w Street were t he resul t o f a n ear ly ex tens ion o f the b o r o u g h . A b b o t 
M e l b u r n e p r o p o s e d t h a t b u r g a g e s s h o u l d be laid o u t ' in t h a t s treet which lies [ a u t h o r s ' italics] f rom the 
g rea t b r idge o f B u r t o n a s far a s the n e w b r idge t o w a r d s H o r n i n g l o w . . . p a y i n g for e a c h b u r g a g e 12d. 
for all service ' (Wro t t e s l ey 1884, 44) . Poss ib ly t he t h o r o u g h f a r e p r e d a t e d M e l b u r n e ' s c h a r t e r , b u t i t 
w a s the a b b o t w h o es tab l i shed t e n e m e n t s a l o n g it, a n d over f o r m e r o p e n fields (S t u a r t 1994, 6) . T h e 
b o r o u g h was ex t ended fur ther in 1273 a n d 1286 ( W a l m s l e y 1973, 348). 

M o s t o f the fabric o f t he med ieva l t o w n h a s been ob l i t e ra t ed , b u t t he a rchives o f B u r t o n A b b e y in 
t he Staffordshi re C o u n t y R e c o r d Office, t oge the r wi th a m a p m a d e by W y a t t in 1760 ( D ( W ) 1734/2 /3 / 
133), p rov ide plentiful ev idence r e g a r d i n g the f o u n d a t i o n a n d ear ly d e v e l o p m e n t o f the b o r o u g h . T h e 
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archives inc lude a ren ta l of 1319, an Eng l i sh t r ansc r ip t of w h i c h h a s recent ly been p u b l i s h e d 
( D ( W ) 1734/2 /3 / 112a; S t u a r t 1994. 1-51). T h e ren ta l is i ncomple t e , b u t i t a p p e a r s to r e ta in a full list of 
occup ie r s for m o s t p a r t s o f the b o r o u g h . T h e scr ibe 's i t ine ra ry i s explicit : in H o r n i n g l o w Street , w h e r e 
the ma jo r i ty o f burgesses pa id the i r r en t s d i rect ly t o the a b b o t , he b e g a n on the s o u t h side a n d w o r k e d 
f rom eas t t o west before r e t u r n i n g eas t a l o n g the n o r t h side. T h e n a m e o f the occup ie r , a n d of ten the 
n a m e of the p rev ious ho lde r , a r e a m o n g s t the deta i ls g iven for e a c h p lo t , a n d in m o s t cases i t i s clear 
w h a t p r o p o r t i o n o f a b u r g a g e was held . T h e i n f o r m a t i o n co u l d be used to w o r k o u t w h o lived w h e r e in 
m u c h of t he med ieva l t o w n , b u t for p resen t p u r p o s e s t he exercise i s conf ined to the eas t end of 
H o r n i n g l o w Street on its n o r t h side. 

M e l b u r n e ' s c h a r t e r specified t he size o f t he new b u r g a g e s : m o s t o f t h e m were to be 24 pe rches long 
by 4 b r o a d (Deanes ly 1937, xxxv) . As i t i s poss ib le to e q u a t e t he n o n - s t a n d a r d p e r c h wi th a m o d e r n 
l inear sys tem, the b u r g a g e s desc r ibed in t h e ren ta l c a n be identified wi th conf idence . H u g g i n s h a s 
a r g u e d (1991 , 6-28) t h a t the 16-foot r o d o r p e r c h o f t he 13 th-cen tury S t a t u t e for M e a s u r i n g L a n d m a y 
h a v e resu l ted f rom a c o m p r o m i s e b e t w e e n t w o ear ly sys tems w h i c h e m p l o y e d a p e r c h of e i ther 5 .03m 
(16'6") or 4 .65m (15'3"). D e p e n d i n g u p o n the p e r c h e m p l o y e d , a b u r g a g e in H o r n i n g l o w Stree t w i t h a 
f ron tage of four perches w o u l d h a v e been e i ther c . 20 .12m (66') or c . 18.6m (61') wide . T h e surv iv ing 
p r o p e r t y b o u n d a r i e s c o n f o r m b r o a d l y t o t he 18.6m un i t , sugges t ing t h a t t he 4 .65m p e r c h w a s 
e m p l o y e d to set o u t M e l b u r n e ' s b u r g a g e p lo t s before 1214. 

N u m b e r s 186 a n d 187 H o r n i n g l o w Stree t h a v e a c o m b i n e d s treet f ron tage of 18.6m, c o n f o r m i n g to 
t he w i d t h o f a 4 -pe rch med ieva l b u r g a g e . In 1319 the b u r g a g e w a s p r o b a b l y o c c u p i e d by A d a m Pec: 

John, son of Stephen of Winshill,...in succession to Elena, wife of John the smith, paying the abbot, and Adam Pec 
and Matilda his wife, hold (it) for the term of (their) lives... (Stuart 1994, 44). 

Desp i t e th is wea l th of ma te r i a l , t h e r e a r e few ins ights i n to the c h a r a c t e r o f med ieva l bu i ld ings in t he 
t o w n . A lease of 1376 referred to 'a m e s s u a g e wi th so la r a n d s h o p s in a c o r n e r of t he m a r k e t ' ( Jeayes 
1937, 141). In 1405 the t e n a n t s of a m e s s u a g e in or n e a r t he m a r k e t p l ace were r equ i r ed to ' bu i ld a n e w 
c h a m b e r a t the i r o w n expense 30ft. by 10ft. t he t i m b e r to be f o u n d by the A b b o t . . . ' ( ibid. 155). A g r a n t 
o f m e s s u a g e s by the w i d o w of S t e p h e n o f t he In f i rmary refers to t he ' h o u s e a n d b a k e h o u s e ' ( ibid. 53). 
In the s econd ha l f of the 13th cen tu ry a g r a n t of a p o r t i o n of A d a m Coffin's b u r g a g e referred to ' t he 
p a r t of the h o u s e in wh ich his oven is ' ( ibid. 104), a n d the re was a reference c . 1300 to 'a b u r g a g e ... 
w i th bu i ld ings a n d an oven bui l t u p o n it ' ( ibid. 190). In 1319 the b u r g a g e a t the c o r n e r o f H o r n i n g l o w 
Stree t a n d W e t m o r e R o a d inc luded a bu i ld ing wi th a t least o n e u p p e r r o o m , held by a J o h n D a v y 
(S tua r t 1994, 44-45) . 

D E S C R I P T I O N O F T H E B U I L D I N G S 

By the 19th cen tu ry b o t h o f the bu i ld ings cons ide red be low h a d been extensively r emode l l ed . I t w a s 
p r o b a b l y t o w a r d s the e n d o f the 18th cen t u ry w h e n the f i r s t - f loo r jo is t s a n d the je t t ies were r e m o v e d , 
a n d n e w f loors were inser ted a t a h igher level in o r d e r to increase h e a d - r o o m on the g r o u n d f loor . At 
the s ame t ime be t t e r a c c o m m o d a t i o n was c rea ted in the a t t ic by c h a n g i n g the p i t ch of the roof, t he reby 
increas ing the he ight o f the eaves ad jacen t to the s t reet a n d p r o d u c i n g 2-s torey br ick f ront e leva t ions . 
B o t h bu i ld ings were progress ive ly modif ied to fo rm s h o p un i t s d u r i n g the 19th cen t u ry a n d after. T h e s e 
la ter a l t e r a t ions a r e n o t cons ide r ed he re in de ta i l as t he p u r p o s e of this p a p e r i s to descr ibe a n d 
in t e rp re t t he med ieva l s t ruc tu res . 

T h e he igh t en ing o f t he ceil ings ove r the g r o u n d - f l o o r r o o m s w a s p r o b a b l y a t least pa r t ly in r e s p o n s e 
to a g r a d u a l increase in t he g r o u n d level ou t s ide the bu i ld ings ; ear l ier depos i t s r e m a i n sealed b e n e a t h 
the pos t -med ieva l layers . An a r chaeo log i ca l e v a l u a t i o n by B i r m i n g h a m Unive r s i ty Field A r c h a e o l o g y 
U n i t in M a r c h 1991 inc luded t w o t r enches inside 186, H o r n i n g l o w Street . O n e t r ench , excava t ed in the 
rea r wing , co inc ided wi th a cellar. A l t h o u g h its p l an d i m e n s i o n s were on ly 1.15m x 1.80m, a n o t h e r 
t r ench ( t r ench 3) e n c o u n t e r e d significant stratified a rchaeo log ica l depos i t s wh ich p r e - d a t e t he ex t an t 
t imbe r - f r amed bu i ld ing . 

186, H O R N I N G L O W S T R E E T (figs. 1-4) 

The archaeological deposits 

T h e e v a l u a t i o n t rench 3 of 1991 was excava t ed t h r o u g h the f loor a t the loca t ion s h o w n in f igure 1 . 
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Fig. 2 West gable wall of 186, Horninglow Street: truss A. 



Fig. 3 186, Horninglow Street: trusses B and C. 
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A m o n g s t t he earl iest fea tures in the b o t t o m of t he t r ench were four s t ake-ho les , a n d a poss ib le s t one 
wal l f o u n d a t i o n set i n to yel low clay. At t he cen t r e of the t r ench w a s a g r o u p of b u r n t s t one s labs set 
i n to a b u r n t red clay depos i t wh ich h a s been i n t e rp re t ed as a h e a r t h . B u r n t buffware p o t s h e r d s , a n d a 
poss ib ly la te p r e - C o n q u e s t she rd were a s soc ia t ed w i t h these fea tures . T h e y were sealed by a layer of red 
c lay wi th inc lus ions o f b r ick , tile a n d m o r t a r , a ss igned by the e x c a v a t o r to the med ieva l / ea r ly pos t -
med ieva l pe r iods , a n d were covered by la te r depos i t s (D i n g w a l l 1991). 

I f t he 1319 ren ta l h a s been cor rec t ly i n t e rp re t ed , a bu i ld ing on th is site m i g h t h a v e been occup ied a t 
t h a t d a t e by A d a m a n d M a t i l d a Pec, a n d conce ivab ly they once sat nex t t o t he h e a r t h r e c o r d e d i n 1991. 
I f th is w a s an o p e n h e a r t h wi th in a bu i ld ing , A d a m a n d M a t i l d a were p r o b a b l y s i t t ing in a hal l ad jacen t 
t o the s treet . Since t he surv iv ing s t r u c t u r e w a s f loo red f rom the ou t se t , t he o p e n h e a r t h m u s t be long to 
an ear l ier h o u s e on the s a m e site. 

The medieval timber frame 

M o s t o f t he surv iv ing med ieva l t i m b e r w a s on the f i r s t f l oo r a n d in the a t t i c , the g r o u n d - f l o o r 
f r aming h a v i n g been largely bui l t a w a y except for p a r t o f t he r ea r wal l . T h e th r ee -bay , two- s to reyed , 
j e t t i ed med ieva l bu i ld ing s t o o d on an eas t -wes t axis para l le l to t he s treet . T h e wes t bay A - B w a s c . 
2 .75m (9') wide , the cen t ra l b a y w a s c . 3 .25m (10'8") wide , a n d the b a y C - D w a s c . 2 .65m (8'8") wide . 
T h e fo l lowing a c c o u n t c o m m e n c e s w i t h a de sc r ip t i on o f t he fou r t russes A - D ; i t c o n t i n u e s wi th an 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the b e a m s a n d jo i s t s w h i c h o n c e ca r r i ed t he f i r s t floor, a n d i t c o n c l u d e s wi th a 
desc r ip t ion of o t h e r p a r t s o f t he surv iv ing f r ame . Pass ing reference i s a l so m a d e to the l imited surv iv ing 
ev idence of a r ea r wing . 

T r u s s A was r eco rded on its east face (fig. 2) . In c o m m o n wi th the rest of t he bu i ld ing , the f r aming to 
the g r o u n d f loor h a d been a l m o s t bui l t a w a y ; on ly t he NW c o r n e r pos t (1) r e m a i n e d in situ a t this level, 
w i th a l ong e m p t y mor t i c e which fo rmer ly c o n t a i n e d the t r ip le -pegged t e n o n a t t he u p p e r e n d of a 
d o w n - b r a c e (2). 

In t russ A, w h a t r e m a i n e d of the g i rd ing b e a m (3) h a d been d ressed b a c k on its eas t ( in te r ior ) face 
b u t four e m p t y mor t i ce s r e m a i n e d , ind ica t ing t he level o f the or ig ina l f i r s t f loo r a n d the spac ing o f t he 
l ong i tud ina l jo i s t s . A single peg a t t he side of an inser ted c h i m n e y b reas t m a r k e d the pos i t i on of a 
mor t i c e for a pos t wh ich o n c e s u p p o r t e d the cen t r e of t he g i rd ing b e a m (see be low) . T h e face of the 
g i rd ing b e a m h a d p r o b a b l y been cu t a w a y to facil i tate t he r e m o v a l o f the or ig ina l jo i s t s w h e n the f i r s t 
f loor was raised. 

At f i rs t - f loor level o n e cen t ra l s tud (4) a n d t w o long a r c h - b r a c e s r e m a i n e d in situ. T h e t i e b e a m w a s 
relat ively s t ra igh t a n d on ly c . 0 .31m (1') d e e p . A b o v e an inser ted ceiling w a s a c r o w n p o s t of 
r e c t a n g u l a r sect ion (5). O n e o f the t w o cu rved d o w n w a r d b r a c e s f rom the c r o w n p o s t to t he t i e b e a m 
survived. T h e long i tud ina l u p w a r d b r ace f rom the c r o w n p o s t t o t he co l la r p u r l i n h a d been cu t a w a y 
b u t the pegged t e n o n (6) r e m a i n e d in the mor t i ce . T h e h e a d o f the c r o w n pos t was n o t j owled ; 
never the less , i t was wide e n o u g h (0 .27m / 1 0 W) t o c lasp the sides o f t he co l la r pu r l in a n d to be d o u b l e -
t e n o n e d in to the col lar a b o v e . 

Trusses B and C (fig. 3) 

In t russ B the n o r t h pos t (7) surv ived a l m o s t d o w n to the level of the fo rmer sill b e a m , a n d on the 
g r o u n d f loor a n a r r o w mor t i c e m a r k e d the pos i t i on o f a s h o r t u p w a r d b race . On the f i r s t f loor t he p o s t 
cou ld n o t be e x a m i n e d in te rna l ly a t t he t i m e o f t h e survey . T h e first-floor f r aming p r o b a b l y c o m p r i s e d 
no m o r e t h a n t w o u p w a r d cu rved b r a c e s a n d a single cen t r a l s tud . No ev idence o f infilling w a s n o t e d 
on the soffit o f the t i ebeam so the t russ was p r o b a b l y o p e n a t th is level. T h e c r o w n pos t h a d been 
s u p p o r t e d by t w o d o w n w a r d b races , o n e of wh ich r e m a i n e d c o m p l e t e , a n d a m o r t i c e on its eas t face (8) 
o n c e held t he foot o f an u p w a r d b r a c e to the co l la r pu r l in . 

In t russ C on ly the s o u t h p o s t (9) surv ived be low the level of t he eaves b u t the f raming at f i rs t - f loor 
level cou ld be r econs t ruc t ed f rom the j o i n t s in t he soffit o f the t i ebeam. T h r e e s tuds a n d four u p w a r d 
b races h a d f o r m e d the pa r t i t i on , a n d a c o n t i n u o u s g r o o v e on the soffit o f the t i ebeam former ly he ld t he 
u p p e r e n d s o f the s taves for the wat t l e a n d d a u b infill. T h e c r o w n p o s t o n c e h a d s t ra igh t d o w n w a r d 
b races on b o t h sides a n d the re was fo rmer ly an u p w a r d b r ace (10) t o the col lar pu r l i n on t he wes t s ide. 



Fig. 4 East gable wall of 186, Horninglow Street: truss D, and rear elevation A - D . 
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Construction of the first floor (figs. 2, 4 a n d 5) 

As n o t e d a b o v e , the medieva l floor h a d been r e m o v e d d u r i n g a m a j o r r emode l l i ng of the bu i ld ing , 
a n d on ly l imited ev idence o f t he or ig inal a r r a n g e m e n t survived. Because the med ieva l street e leva t ion 
w a s je t t ied , t r ansverse floor jo is ts h a d been e m p l o y e d in the f ront o f e a c h bay , whe rea s t he re was 
u n e q u i v o c a l ev idence of long i tud ina l jo i s t s in t he r ea r o f the bu i ld ing . F o u r mor t i ce s in each of the 
g i rd ing b e a m s in t russes A a n d D former ly h o u s e d the e n d s of t he l ong i tud ina l jo i s t s . As these were n o t 
less t h a n 0 .22m (8 Vi") wide , they were p r o b a b l y laid wi th the i r long sec t ions h o r i z o n t a l a n d secured by 
u n s h o u l d e r e d soffit t e n o n s pegged f rom a b o v e . 

W i t h i n e a c h b a y the t w o sets o f jo is t s w o u l d h a v e been s e p a r a t e d by an axial b e a m , the on ly 
surv iv ing evidence for wh ich w a s a smal l r e b a t e for a cogged t e n o n n e a r t he cen t r e of the g i rd ing b e a m s 
in t russes A (11) a n d D (12). T h e weight i m p a r t e d by the f loor t h r o u g h the s u p p o r t i n g axial b e a m 
c o u l d n o t h a v e been ca r r i ed by such an i n a d e q u a t e j o i n t . H o w e v e r , i n b o t h t russes this j o i n t w a s 
di rect ly a b o v e the pos i t ion once occup ied by the g r o u n d - f l o o r cen t r a l pos t ; each o f these pos t s 
p r o b a b l y h a d a j o w l e d o r b r a c k e t e d h e a d to c a r r y the e n d s o f t he b e a m s (inset , f ig . 4) . Such an 
a r r a n g e m e n t h a s been n o t e d e lsewhere , a s for i n s t ance in S h r o p s h i r e , a t 23 , B a r r o w Street , M u c h 
W e n l o c k a n d 181/2, A b b e y F o r e g a t e , S h r e w s b u r y ( H a n d 1989, 38). P r o v i d i n g t h a t the t e chn ique 
e m p l o y e d to s u p p o r t the axial b e a m s has been cor rec t ly in t e rp re t ed , l ight c a n a lso be t h r o w n u p o n the 
likely o r d e r of a s sembly of t he t i m b e r f rame. If, as is likely, t he l ong i tud ina l jo i s t s in the r ea r p o r t i o n of 
the bu i ld ing were t e n o n e d a t b o t h e n d s , they co u l d on ly h a v e been a s sembled a t t he s a m e t ime a s the 
s u p p o r t i n g t russes . H o w e v e r , i n the a r r a n g e m e n t sugges ted a b o v e , t he axia l b e a m co u l d h a v e been 
lowered o n t o the t e n o n e d h e a d s o f the j o w l e d s tuds after t he t russes h a d been a s sembled . T h i s s tage in 
the a s sembly process w o u l d have been fol lowed by the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f the t r ansve r se jo i s t s over the 
j e t ty p la t e . 

Other aspects of the carpentry 

T h e je t ty h a d been a l m o s t ent i rely ob l i t e ra t ed a n d the surv iv ing ev idence w a s equ ivoca l , so the fo rm 
of the f ront e leva t ion s h o w n in the a x o n o m e t r i c d r a w i n g is largely h y p o t h e t i c a l (fig. 5). R a t h e r t h a n 
res t ing the j e t ty b r e s s u m e r a b o v e the e n d s o f the jo i s t s , the m e d i e v a l c a r p e n t e r m i g h t equa l ly h a v e 
a d o p t e d t he t e chn ique suggested be low for t he ad jo in ing bu i ld ing . A jo i s t wh ich p r o b a b l y once h a d a 
j e t ty b r e s s u m e r t e n o n e d o n t o its o u t e r e n d in this w a y w a s r e c o r d e d o u t o f its or ig ina l con t ex t a b o v e an 
inser ted b r ick wal l . 

T h e r ea r e levat ion was unjet t ied, w i th s to rey -h igh pos t s t o the t russes A - D a n d g i rd ing b e a m s 
be tween t h e m . In the bay A - B the re m i g h t have been w i n d o w s a t b o t h f l oo r levels. O n e d o w n w a r d 
b r a c e r e m a i n e d on the g r o u n d f l oo r bu t u p w a r d b races were e m p l o y e d t h r o u g h o u t a t f i r s t - f l oo r level. 
In the cen t ra l b a y B-C mor t i ce s for a lintel m a r k e d the pos i t ion of a f o rmer d o o r w a y . 

At f i r s t - f loor level the s tud (13), d irect ly a b o v e the g r o u n d - f l o o r d o o r east i m p o s t , was m u c h wider 
t h a n its c o u n t e r p a r t s ; i t w a s t e n o n e d a t b o t h e n d s a n d m u s t h a v e been f ramed in f rom the ou t se t . A 
mor t i c e for a b r ace in the ou t s ide face of this u n u s u a l l y wide s tud impl ies t h a t t he re m i g h t h a v e been a 
n o r t h - s o u t h b a c k r a n g e f rom the ou tse t ; the r e m n a n t s of a t i m b e r - f r a m e d wal l , inc lud ing a scarfed wal l 
p la te , m i g h t h a v e be longed to such a s t ruc tu re . 

T h e u p p e r r o o f s t ruc tu re was largely in tac t a t the t ime o f the survey bu t i t w a s r e m o v e d by the 
c o n t r a c t o r s d u r i n g w o r k s u p o n the bu i ld ing . I t c o m p r i s e d seventeen pa i r s o f c o u p l e d rafters c o n n e c t e d 
by single col la rs . 

187, H O R N I N G L O W S T R E E T (fig. 6 ) 

Ad jacen t to t he east gab le t russ D of n u m b e r 186 w a s t he west gab le t ru s s E of an ad jo in ing bu i ld ing 
of medieva l or igin . L ike 186, n u m b e r 187 h a d been a fou r -bay t i m b e r - f r a m e d bu i ld ing wi th a je t t ied 
f ront , b u t survival was f r agmen ta ry : all o f the f r aming to the g r o u n d f loo r h a d been buil t a w a y a n d 
wi th the excep t ion of a small sect ion of the r ea r e l eva t ion on ly t he r e m n a n t s of t w o t russes survived. 
T h e d i s t ance be tween the t russes E a n d F w a s c . 3 .35m (11') . 

At f i rs t - f loor level the medieva l t russ E h a d c o m p r i s e d on ly t h e f ront a n d rear pos t s , a cen t r a l s tud , 
a n d four c u r v e d b races b e n e a t h a c a m b e r e d t i ebeam. T h a t f r ame h a d been s u p p l e m e n t e d in a pos t -
medieva l c o n t e x t by the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t w o s e c o n d a r y ( re-used) s tuds a n d a p r o p to s u p p o r t o n e end 



Fig. 5 186, Horninglow Street: reconstruction drawing of medieval timber frame. 
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o f the inser ted ceiling b e a m . T h e N W c o r n e r p o s t h a d been r e m o v e d a n d the or ig ina l wa t t l e a n d d a u b 
infill h a d been rep laced by br icks . A b o v e the t i ebeam w a s a th in c r o w n p o s t o f p la in r e c t a n g u l a r sect ion 
w i t h an un jowled h e a d . An e m p t y mor t i c e (14) on the eas t face o f the c r o w n pos t o n c e held the t e n o n of 
a l ong i tud ina l b r a c e up to the col lar pu r l in . T h e b r a c e d o w n to the t i ebeam, a n d a r a k e d s t ru t ha lved 
ac ro s s it, surv ived on the n o r t h side o f t he c r o w n pos t , b u t a s imi lar a r r a n g e m e n t to the s o u t h h a d been 
r e m o v e d . N o ev idence w a s obse rved t o suggest t h a t t he r a k e d s t ru t s o n c e s u p p o r t e d side pu r l in s . 

A l t h o u g h few t imbe r s survived f rom t russ F , t he mor t i ce s in the soffit o f the c a m b e r e d t i e b e a m 
p r o v i d e d the evidence for t w o large pane l s , a cen t r a l s tud , a n d c u r v e d u p w a r d b races s imi lar to t hose in 
t ru s s E . Be tween each p a i r o f b races the ver t ica l s taves for t he wa t t l e a n d d a u b infill h a d been secured 
in a c o n t i n u o u s g r o o v e b u t the re were ind iv idua l holes for t he s h o r t e r s taves over t he b races . O n l y a 
d o w n w a r d b race , a n d a r a k e d s t ru t ha lved ac ross it, r e m a i n e d a b o v e the t i ebeam; t he c r o w n pos t h a d 
n o t survived. T h e r e were n a r r o w p la in chamfe r s wi th r u n - o u t s tops o n the t i e b e a m . 

In b o t h t russes the i nne r faces o f the p o s t s surv ived a b o v e the fo rmer je t t ies , p r o v i d i n g l imited 
ev idence of b r a c i n g in t he f i rs t -f loor wal l f r aming o v e r l o o k i n g the s treet . T h r e e pegs in the S W c o r n e r 
p o s t ( t russ E ) m a y h a v e secured the t e n o n for an u p w a r d b race . T h e pegs on the p o s t over the j e t t y i n 
t russ F sugges ted t h a t the re were mor t i ce s for b o t h u p w a r d - a n d d o w n w a r d b races . 

The jetty 

All of t he g r o u n d - f l o o r f r aming h a d been bui l t a w a y b u t in t russ E a p o r t i o n of t he g i rd ing b e a m (15) 
surv ived n e a r the f ront o f t he bu i ld ing . T h r e e pegged mor t i ce s in the soffit o f t he b e a m ind ica ted the 
pos i t ion o f the fo rmer j e t ty pos t , the j e t ty b r a c k e t a n d an in t e rna l b race . T h e e n d o f the g i rd ing b e a m , 
t he j e t ty b r e s s u m e r , a n d the ou te r face o f the p o s t a b o v e the j e t ty h a d been cu t a w a y w h e n the f ront 
e leva t ion was rebui l t in br ick . H o w e v e r , in t russ F e n o u g h of t he j o w l e d foo t of t he f i r s t - f loor pos t 
r e m a i n e d in situ to facil i tate a t en ta t ive i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the j e t ty a s sembly . T h e foot of t he p o s t w a s 
fo rmer ly s t epped over the j e t ty b r e s s u m e r a n d t e n o n e d i n t o its u p p e r face. T o g e t h e r wi th the ev idence 
obse rved in t russ E i t i s c lear t h a t t he j e t ty b r e s s u m e r w a s t e n o n e d o n t o the e n d of t he g i rd ing b e a m ; i t 
c a n n o t h a v e been lodged a b o v e it, a s i s m o r e usua l . T h e j u n c t i o n o f u p p e r pos t , j e t ty b r e s sumer , g i rd ing 
b e a m a n d b r a c k e t w o u l d have p laced four j o i n t s in very close j u x t a p o s i t i o n , g iving rise to ser ious risk 
of s t ruc tu ra l instabi l i ty . 

D I S C U S S I O N 

T h e med ieva l g r o u n d floor o f n u m b e r 186 h a s been a l m o s t bui l t a w a y , so a n y d i scuss ion o f p l a n -
fo rm or func t ion is difficult. I f this bu i ld ing was typica l of o t h e r s in the vicinity, t he s t reet f ron tages 
w o u l d h a v e occup ied the ent i re w id th o f each t e n e m e n t a n d access f rom the street in to t he c o u r t y a r d s 
a t the rea r w o u l d p r o b a b l y h a v e been by w a y o f a pa s sage . No s ta i r well o r t r i m m e r i s s h o w n on the 
a x o n o m e t r i c d r a w i n g because no evidence surv ived t o ind ica te t he pos i t i on o f a n y fo rmer s ta i rs . On the 
f irst floor the re was or ig ina l ly a t w o - b a y r o o m be tween t russes A a n d C toge the r wi th a m u c h smal le r 
r o o m in t he eas t bay ; b o t h r o o m s were o p e n to the roof. Whi l s t i t seems clear t h a t t he re was a wing a t a 
r igh t -ang le to the f ront r ange , its sugges ted funct ion as a hal l is h ighly t en ta t ive . In its med ieva l fo rm 
n u m b e r 187 h a d four b a y s in the r a n g e para l le l to t he s t reet , t a k i n g up the en t i re w id th of the half-
b u r g a g e on which i t s t ood . A n y access f rom the s t reet to the c o u r t y a r d a t the r ea r m i g h t h a v e been 
t h r o u g h the fo rmer bay G - H (fig. 1). Un t i l relat ively recen t years on ly th ree c r o w n pos t bu i ld ings were 
k n o w n i n Staffordshire . T h e base c ruck t russ ac ross t he o p e n hall a t W e s t B r o m w i c h M a n o r ( former ly 
Staffs.), w i th in tersec t ing t r ansverse b races on e a c h side o f the c r o w n pos t a n d s t ra igh t u p w a r d 
long i tud ina l b races , h a s been ass igned a felling d a t e of c. 1273 ( Jones 1977, 1-13; VA, xx. 41) . M a v e s y n 
R i d w a r e G a t e h o u s e , w i th t w o impress ive f i r s t - f loo r c h a m b e r s , i s a t p resen t a t t r i b u t e d to t he 14th 
cen tu ry . T h e t w o o p e n t russes have fou r -way u p w a r d b races f rom o c t a g o n a l c r o w n pos t s ; the c losed 
t russes h a v e d o w n w a r d b races t o the t i ebeams a n d c u r v e d u p w a r d b races t o the col lar (Alcock a n d 
M e e s o n 1985, 18-19; M e r c e r 1975, 201) . In O l d S m i t h y C o t t a g e s , B r e w o o d , p rov i s iona l ly d a t e d to 
a r o u n d 1350, the t russ a c ro s s the hal l inc ludes an a r c h - b r a c e d , c a m b e r e d t i ebeam s u p p o r t i n g a c r o w n 
p o s t w i th four u p w a r d braces ; soulaces s t r e n g t h e n the angles be tween the col la rs a n d the raf ters 
(Midg ley 1959, 21). 
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Fig. 6 186a, Horninglow Street: trusses E and F. 
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Several o t h e r c r o w n pos t bu i ld ings h a v e n o w been d i scovered in t he a rea . T h o s e in the p l ank -wa l l ed 
c h u r c h a t R u s h t o n Spencer , w i th s t ra igh t u p w a r d a n d d o w n w a r d b races a n d a f i l l e t on the u p p e r face 
of the col lar pu r l in , h a v e been tenta t ively a t t r i b u t e d to the la te 13th cen t u ry ( M e e s o n 1983, 29-35). 
C r o w n pos t s were e m p l o y e d in the wing , a n d p r o b a b l y a lso on the base c ruck t russ in the hal l , a t P e a r 
T r e e F a r m , Y o x a l l (Alcock a n d M e e s o n 1985, 17). N o . 1 , Lichfield R o a d , K i n g s Bromley , h a s a p la in 
r e c t a n g u l a r c r o w n pos t w i th fou r -way u p w a r d b races in w h a t m a y h a v e been the w i n g to a f o rmer hal l ; 
i t i s ten ta t ive ly ass igned to the la te 14th or a t the latest t he ear ly 15th cen tu ry . M a n o r F a r m , Wi lneco te , 
h a s a recent ly-d iscovered base c ruck t russ wi th a c r o w n p o s t a b o v e . J u s t over t h e c o u n t y b o u n d a r y in 
D e r b y s h i r e , a n o t h e r e x a m p l e has been d i scovered in S u d b u r y H o m e F a r m , D o v e r i d g e (ex inf. B . 
H u t t o n ) . 

T h e d i scovery of p a r t o f a c r o w n p o s t r o o f a t A b b o t s Bromley , on ly 16km (10 miles) west o f B u r t o n -
u p o n - T r e n t , p r o m p t s specu la t ion a b o u t the w a y t h a t c a r p e n t r y t echn iques were t r a n s m i t t e d f rom o n e 
p lace to a n o t h e r . T h e vil lage o f Bromley h a d been in t he possess ion o f B u r t o n A b b e y since the t ime o f 
Wulf r ic Spo t , a n d in 1222 A b b o t R i c h a r d de Lisle c r ea t ed a b o r o u g h the re (Whi t e lock 1979, 588; 
Pal l iser 1972, 68). Churchf ie lds H o u s e (SK07962464) r e t a ins a single c r o w n p o s t w i t h c u r v e d b races 
d o w n t o t he t i ebeam a n d a n u p w a r d b r a c e t o the col lar pu r l in . T h e h e a d o f the c r o w n pos t c lasps the 
pur l in a n d is t e n o n e d on each side in to the soffit of t he co l la r — a t e c h n i q u e e m p l o y e d in N o . 186, 
H o r n i n g l o w Street . T h e r e were former ly a r c h b races be low the t i ebeam. All o f t he c r o w n pos t s wh ich 
h a v e been f o u n d in Staf fordshi re a r e in h igh social s t a tu s bu i ld ings or in med ieva l b o r o u g h s . Poss ib ly 
c o n t a c t be tween the t w o places led t o c a r p e n t e r s w h o h a d w o r k e d i n the e x p a n d i n g b o r o u g h o f B u r t o n -
u p o n - T r e n t be ing e m p l o y e d to c o n s t r u c t Churchf ie lds H o u s e a n d o t h e r s like i t i n A b b o t s Bromley . 

N o medieva l t o w n - h o u s e s w i t h c r o w n pos t s were k n o w n i n t he c o u n t y unt i l t h o s e i n B u r t o n - u p o n -
T r e n t were recognised b y Phil ip H e a t h a n d d r a w n t o t he a u t h o r s ' a t t e n t i o n . T h e sugges ted d a t e r a n g e 
for t he Staf fordshi re c r o w n p o s t bu i ld ings c a t a l o g u e d a b o v e i s f rom the late 13th cen t u ry to a r o u n d the 
e n d o f t he 14th cen tu ry . H o w e v e r , i n s o m e s o u t h - e a s t e r n coun t i e s o f E n g l a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n o f c r o w n 
p o s t roofs c o n t i n u e d unt i l m u c h later . M a n y e x a m p l e s a re o f o c t a g o n a l sec t ion a n d h a v e b r o a d l y 
d a t a b l e m o u l d e d bases a n d capi ta l s . In K e n t , d u r i n g a t ree- r ing d a t i n g p r o g r a m m e , c r o w n pos t s o f late 
15th- a n d even ear ly 16th-century d a t e were identified ( t ree- r ing d a t i n g lists in VA, xix-xxii) . 

I n Y o r k c r o w n pos t s a re o f p la in r ec t angu la r sec t ion a n d d a t i n g relies u p o n c a r p e n t r y m o r e t h a n 
d e c o r a t i o n . A c r o w n p o s t in L a d y R o w h a s been d a t e d to c . 1316, b u t (as in K e n t ) o t h e r s m a y h a v e 
been buil t a s la te as t he ear ly 16th cen tu ry . T h e earl iest e x a m p l e s in Y o r k a r e o f s lender scan t l ing a n d 
they h a v e un jowled h e a d s . L a t e 14th- a n d 15 th-cen tury c r o w n pos t s a r e 0.23 - 0 .26m (9-10") b r o a d , 
w i th a j o w l e d h e a d wh ich ' e m b r a c e s ' t he col lar pu r l in a n d i s d o u b l e - t e n o n e d in to the co l la r a b o v e . 
Ea r ly c r o w n pos t s t end to h a v e shor t , s t r a igh t b races w h e r e a s i n the m a i n p e r i o d b races a r e b r o a d e r 
a n d m o r e usua l ly c u r v e d ( R C H M E 1981, lxii - lxxii). 

A t 187, H o r n i n g l o w Street , b o t h o f the surv iv ing c r o w n p o s t s a r e s lender , w i th un jowled h e a d s , 
c o n f o r m i n g m o r e closely t o ear ly 14 th-cen tury para l le l s i n Y o r k t h a n to la ter examples . T h e 
in te rsec t ing b races on each side o f the c r o w n pos t s a lso p o i n t t o an ear ly c o n s t r u c t i o n d a t e . Such b races 
a r e f o u n d in c o n j u n c t i o n wi th a s lender c r o w n pos t a t 12-15, N e w g a t e , Y o r k , of c . 1337 ( R C H M E 
1981 , lxx). Converse ly , w h e r e je t t ied bu i ld ings h a v e jo i s t s t e n o n e d in to the b a c k s o f b r e s s u m e r s they 
a r e a t t r i b u t e d to the la te 15th a n d ear ly 16th cen tur ies ( R C H M E 1981, lxix). 

At 186, H o r n i n g l o w Street , the c r o w n pos t s in t russes A - C a re wide r t h a n t hose in the ad jo in ing 
bu i ld ing ; they c lasp t he sides o f the col lar pur l in , b u t a r e n o t j o w l ed . O n e such c r o w n p o s t h a s been 
r e c o r d e d i n t he n o r t h wing a t M i d d l e F a r m , H a r w e l l ( O x o n . ) , a n d h a s been t ree- r ing d a t e d t o 1371 o r 
1372 (Cur r i e 1993, 151). F r o m the r o o f s t ruc tu r e a lone , a mid - to late 14 th-cen tury d a t e of c o n s t r u c t i o n 
m i g h t be p o s t u l a t e d for n u m b e r 186, b u t the wal l f r aming s h o u l d a lso be t a k e n in to a c c o u n t . A t 
M a v e s y n R i d w a r e G a t e h o u s e a 14th-century d a t e h a s been sugges ted for a bu i ld ing wi th large wall 
pane l s a n d c u r v e d b races , b u t walls w i th la rge pane l s a n d cu rved b races a re s o m e t i m e s conserva t ive ly 
d a t e d as la te as t he 16th cen tu ry ( M e r c e r 1975, 120). 

T h e R o y a l C o m m i s s i o n o n the His to r i ca l M o n u m e n t s o f E n g l a n d a n d Staffordshi re C o u n t y Counc i l 
h a v e jo in t ly funded w o r k a t n u m b e r 187 by the t ree r ing d a t i n g l a b o r a t o r y a t N o t t i n g h a m Univers i ty , 
w h e r e t w o of t he co re samples f rom this bu i ld ing h a v e p r o d u c e d a felling d a t e of 1345. T h i s is a m a j o r 
s tep t o w a r d s t he e s t ab l i shmen t of a typo log ica l s equence of t i m b e r - f r a m e d bu i ld ings in the c o u n t y . T h e 
con f i rma t ion o f the d a t e o f c o n s t r u c t i o n also p rov ides an ins ight in to the ear ly d e v e l o p m e n t o f the 
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b o r o u g h . I t h a s been s h o w n a b o v e t h a t the t e n e m e n t occup ied by 186-187 H o r n i n g l o w Stree t w a s laid 
o u t b e t w e e n 1200 a n d 1214, a n d r en t w a s be ing pa id for t w o p r o p e r t i e s t he re in 1319; o n e o f t hose 
bu i ld ings c o n t a i n e d an o p e n h e a r t h , p r e s u m a b l y in a hal l ad jacen t to t he s treet . In 1345 a n e w bu i ld ing 
was c o n s t r u c t e d a t 187 a n d rebu i ld ing t o o k p lace s o o n a f t e rwa rds a t 186. T h i s p a r t o f the ear ly 
t h r i t e e n t h - c e n t u r y b o r o u g h ex tens ion , therefore , w a s a l r eady u n d e r g o i n g a p h a s e of r enewa l in t he 
m i d d l e o f t he f o u r t e e n t h cen tu ry . 

In a t o w n wh ich h a s been t h r o u g h t w o m a j o r w a v e s o f r e d e v e l o p m e n t , these t w o med ieva l bu i ld ings 
a r e r e m a r k a b l e survivals . A l t h o u g h s o m e ce l la rage h a s been identif ied, genera l ly t h e g round- leve l h a s 
been bui l t up a n d the surv iva l o f significant med ieva l depos i t s b e l o w the g r o u n d h a s been conf i rmed by 
the site e v a l u a t i o n . T h e r e t en t ion o f t he s t a n d i n g bu i ld ings , t o g e t h e r wi th ev idence o f the i r 
p redecesso r s i n the g r o u n d b e n e a t h t h e m a n d the e n o r m o u s p o t e n t i a l o f t he med ieva l a rch ives , 
c o m b i n e to m a k e this site o n e o f h igh a rchaeo log ica l a n d h is tor ica l in teres t a n d po t en t i a l . 

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S 

T h e a u t h o r s a r e gra tefu l t o E d n a s t o n D e v e l o p m e n t s M i d l a n d s L td . for a l lowing access t o the 
bu i ld ings whi le w o r k s were ca r r i ed o u t u p o n t h e m . D o u g l a s J o h n s o n d r e w o u r a t t e n t i o n t o the 1319 
ren ta l ; he a n d D e n i s S t u a r t p r o v i d e d a p r e - p u b l i c a t i o n p r o o f o f t he t r ansc r ip t . F . W. B . C h a r l e s 
d iscussed the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the t i m b e r f rame, m a k i n g m a n y v a l u a b l e sugges t ions . R . H o o k o f 
R C H M E w a s pa r t i cu l a r ly helpful t h r o u g h o u t the su rvey a n d r e p o r t p r e p a r a t i o n , a n d R . H o w a r d 
f o r w a r d e d the t ree- r ing d a t e s exped i t ious ly to enab l e t h e m to be inc luded in this ar t ic le . 
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DEAN KIMBERLEY'S VISITATION OF CHURCHES 
IN LICHFIELD PECULIAR JURISDICTION, 1714 

D O U G L A S J O H N S O N 

In the s u m m e r o f 1714 D r . J o n a t h a n K i m b e r l e y , t he recent ly a p p o i n t e d d e a n o f Lichfield c a t h e d r a l , 
i n spec ted 36 o f the c h u r c h e s a n d chape l s in t he coun t i e s o f S taf fordshi re , D e r b y s h i r e , a n d 
W a r w i c k s h i r e t h a t lay wi th in the c a t h e d r a l ' s pecu l i a r ju r i sd ic t ion ( the a r ea over w h i c h the d e a n , 
r a t h e r t h a n the b i s h o p , h a d the r igh t o f genera l ecclesiast ical superv i s ion , i nc lud ing v i s i ta t ion) . ' M r . 
D e a n ' s I n spec t i on o f t he C h u r c h e s ' , a s u m m a r y of his o r d e r s for i m p r o v e m e n t s to their fabr ic a n d 
furnishings , survives a n d i s p r i n t e d be low. I t i s o n e of t he few e x t a n t surveys of c h u r c h e s w i th in the 
c a t h e d r a l ' s pecu l ia r j u r i sd i c t ion a n d affords s o m e clues to the i r c o n d i t i o n a t the beg inn ing o f the 
e igh teen th c e n t u r y . 1 

K i m b e r l e y b e g a n his t o u r o f i n spec t ion on W e d n e s d a y , 28 A p r i l 1714, w h e n he visi ted the 
Staf fordshi re c h u r c h e s o f W e e f o r d , H i n t s , a n d W h i t t i n g t o n . T h e fo l lowing d a y h e w e n t o n t o Ed inga l e , 
A l r e w a s , a n d K i n g ' s Bromley ; t hen , af ter a l ong w e e k e n d , he inspec ted A r m i t a g e , P ipe R i d w a r e , a n d 
M a v e s y n R i d w a r e o n M o n d a y , 3 M a y . N o r t o n C a n e s a n d H a m m e r w i c h were visited the fo l lowing 
W e d n e s d a y . A week later , on W e d n e s d a y , 12 M a y , t he d e a n w a s in D e r b y s h i r e , w h e r e he l o o k e d a t 
Wi lne ; nex t d a y i t was t he t u r n o f t he chape l s a t L o n g E a t o n , B r e a s t o n , a n d Risley. W h i t s u n fell on 16 
M a y in 1714; K i m b e r l e y p r o b a b l y spen t i t a t Lichfield. T h r e e d a y s la ter he was in W a r w i c k s h i r e , w h e r e 
o n W e d n e s d a y , 1 9 M a y , h e visited G a y d o n , B i s h o p ' s I t c h i n g t o n , U f t o n , a n d B i s h o p ' s T a c h b r o o k . O n 
T u e s d a y , 1 J u n e , he m a d e his w a y n o r t h f rom Lichfield to Stafford, inspec t ing on the w a y L o n g d o n , 
Ruge ley , Co lwich , Bednal l , A c t o n Trusse l l , Baswich , a n d f ina l ly St. C h a d ' s , Stafford. After a d a y ' s rest 
he visi ted H i g h Offley a n d A d b a s t o n on T h u r s d a y , 3 J u n e . A l m o s t a fo r tn igh t la ter he w a s a g a i n in 
D e r b y s h i r e : on T u e s d a y , 15 J u n e , he l o o k e d a t K n i v e t o n a n d Beeley, a n d t w o d a y s la ter he w a s a t 
A s h f o r d a n d L o n g s t o n e . F ina l ly , b a c k in Staf fordshi re , he w e n t r o u n d the t h r ee city c h u r c h e s in 
Lichfield (St. M a r y ' s , St . C h a d ' s , a n d St. Michae l ' s ) on W e d n e s d a y , 7 Ju ly , a n d visited Fa rewe l l t he 
fo l lowing d a y . 

I t i s difficult to e s t ima te h o w t h o r o u g h K i m b e r l e y ' s in spec t ions were . T h e y were obv ious ly m o r e 
t h a n pe r func to ry , bu t even on a long s u m m e r day a n d wi th a g o o d h o r s e o r ca r r i age i t w o u l d h a v e been 
difficult to h a v e m a d e a de ta i led survey of seven c h u r c h e s on a single d a y , as the d e a n a p p a r e n t l y d id on 
his j o u r n e y f rom Lichfield to Stafford on 1 J u n e 1714. A g a i n s t t h a t , however , we m u s t a s s u m e t h a t d u e 
no t ice o f t he v is i ta t ion h a d been given: t he c h u r c h w a r d e n s w o u l d h a v e been in a t t e n d a n c e , all w o u l d 
h a v e been r eady for his inspec t ion , a n d he w o u l d n o t h a v e h a d to s t a n d wa i t ing while keys were f o u n d , 
ches ts were o p e n e d , a n d C o m m u n i o n p l a t e was b r o u g h t o u t o f safe keep ing . 

T h e v is i ta t ion seems to h a v e revea led few h o r r o r s . C o l w i c h was a p p a r e n t l y t he on ly c h u r c h in 
ser ious d i s repa i r : K i m b e r l e y o r d e r e d a r e s t o r a t i o n o f t he east w i n d o w a n d th ree s o u t h w i n d o w s wi th in 
four m o n t h s , the on ly dead l ine for r epa i r s m e n t i o n e d in the v is i ta t ion . H i s c o n c e r n for t he r epa i r o r 
c leans ing o f chance ls a t W e e f o r d , Ed inga l e , K i n g ' s B romley , Wi lne , L o n g E a t o n ( ' a l toge the r o u t o f 
r epa i r ' ) , B r e a s t o n ( ' to ta l ly o u t o f r epa i r ' ) , G a y d o n , B i shop ' s I t ch ing ton , U f t o n , Ruge ley , Bedna l l , 
Baswich , St. C h a d ' s , Stafford, K n i v e t o n , A s h f o r d , L o n g s t o n e , St. M a r y ' s a n d St. C h a d ' s , Lichfield, 
a n d Farewel l suggests t h a t t he c a t h e d r a l c a n o n s , w h o a s rec tors were jo in t ly o r ind iv idua l ly respons ib le 
for t he m a i n t e n a n c e of chance l s w i th in t he pecul ia r , we re c o n t i n u i n g to neglect the i r chu rches . B i shop 
L l o y d h a d scolded t h e m for t h a t neglect in 1693 a n d h a d a t t e m p t e d to r e m e d y the s i t ua t ion in his 
c a t h e d r a l s t a tu tes o f 1694. Eleven years la ter A r c h b i s h o p T e n i s o n was to ld t h a t the c h a p t e r h a d n o t 
m e n d e d its w a y s . 2 K i m b e r l e y ' s v i s i ta t ion sugges ts t h a t the c a n o n s a n d the lessees t o w h o m m a n y o f the 
c h u r c h e s h a d been g r a n t e d were still r e l uc t an t t o s p e n d m o n e y o n repa i r s . Even c o m p a r a t i v e l y m i n o r 
m a t t e r s were some t imes sk imped : a t A r m i t a g e , for e x a m p l e , the chance l was i n g o o d o r d e r b u t t he 
s t re tch o f c h u r c h y a r d wal l o r fence for w h i c h C a n o n S a m u e l K i m b e r l e y , p r e b e n d a r y o f H a n s a c r e , was 

1 Lichfield Joint Record Office, D. 30/9/3/2/13. The document is printed by kind permission of the Dean and Chapter of 
Lichfield Cathedral. If it is a complete record of the dean's summer tour, he apparently did not visit all the churches in the 
peculiar. There are, for example, no entries for the Staffordshire churches of Arley (now in Worcestershire), Brewood (of 
which Kimberley, as dean, was rector), Cannock, Eccleshall, Harborne, Haselour (the status of which was disputed), or 
Tipton. 

2 Victoria County History of Staffordshire, iii. 179-80. 
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respons ib le as r ec to r was o u t o f repai r . 

D e a n K i m b e r l e y ' s vision of a we l l -o rde red a n d we l l - appo in t ed c h u r c h , as i t emerges f rom his 
v is i ta t ion o r d e r s , was , unsurpr i s ing ly , t h a t of m o s t of his c o n t e m p o r a r i e s - a bu i ld ing clean, sober , a n d 
decen t . T h e in te r io r was t o be w h i t e w a s h e d , a n d i n a c c o r d a n c e wi th the 82nd c a n o n o f the C a n o n s o f 
1604 the L o r d ' s P r a y e r a n d the A p o s t l e s ' C r e e d were t o be p a i n t e d p r o m i n e n t l y on the walls (Weefo rd , 
K i n g ' s B romley ) . All the chu rches visited a p p a r e n t l y h a d a t the i r eas t e n d s t he tab le o f t he T e n 
C o m m a n d m e n t s , a s specified by the c a n o n ; K i m b e r l e y h a d no c o m p l a i n t s on t h a t score . In sc r ip t ions o f 
r eco rd a n d of pub l i c in teres t were to be d i sp layed : a t St. C h a d ' s , Lichfield, for e x a m p l e , p a i n t e d not ices 
were to r e m i n d the pa r i sh ione r s o f the n a m e s o f t he c a t h e d r a l p r e b e n d s jo in t ly respons ib le for keep ing 
the chance l in repa i r . T h e roya l a r m s d i sp layed in the c h u r c h e s m u s t be kep t fresh a n d br igh t ly p a i n t e d 
(Weefo rd ) . T h e floors o f n a v e a n d chance l m u s t b e kep t s m o o t h ; the d e a n seems t o h a v e a s s u m e d t h a t 
t he chance l w o u l d be paved , bu t his c o m m e n t s on Ed inga le , K n i v e t o n , a n d Fa rewe l l suggest t h a t i n 
vil lage c h u r c h e s e a r t h f loors were accep tab le in the n a v e i f t he pews h a d br ick or w o o d e n f loors . ( T h e 
d e a n ' s m o t i v e in o r d e r i n g pews to be f loo red m a y have been hygienic o r p r e c a u t i o n a r y . I t was n o t 
u n k n o w n for w o r s h i p p e r s to relieve themselves discreet ly in the p r ivacy of the i r p ew s d u r i n g services; 
b r ick or w o o d e n f loors m a y h a v e ac ted as a de t e r r en t to t ha t , o r a t least h a v e been easier to keep c lean 
t h a n b a r e ea r th . ) A wa te r t i gh t roo f a n d well-glazed w i n d o w s were obv ious ly necessary . 

O n l y o n e c h u r c h bu i ld ing w a s be ing used for secular p u r p o s e s - K n i v e t o n , in which a schoo l was 
be ing held. T h e d e a n o r d e r e d the schoo l o u t . I t h a d fo rmer ly been r e g a r d e d as accep tab le to h o u s e 
schools in c o r n e r s of chu rches , bu t by the ear ly e igh t een th cen t u ry the genera l feeling seems to h a v e 
been t h a t even in villages a s epa ra t e s c h o o l - h o u s e s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d . I t w a s n o t un t i l the exp los ion of 
c h u r c h bu i ld ing in the n ine t een th cen tu ry t h a t , u n d e r different c i r cums tances , the idea o f the c o m b i n e d 
m u l t i - p u r p o s e s c h o o l - c h u r c h o r schoo l -chape l was revived. 

T h e furnishings t h a t K i m b e r l e y viewed a n d expec ted were sparse . T h e r e w o u l d of cou r se be a Bible 
a n d o n e o r t w o B o o k s o f C o m m o n P r a y e r (at B r e a s t o n o n e w a s needed for the clerk); K i m b e r l e y 
r equ i r ed t h e m to be i n g o o d c o n d i t i o n a n d p r o p e r l y b o u n d . T h e b o o k o f Homi l i e s i s m e n t i o n e d on ly a t 
H i n t s , w h e r e the d e a n o r d e r e d t h a t a shelf s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d for it, p r e s u m a b l y so t h a t i t co u l d be 
r ead in a dignified m a n n e r a n d no t h u g g e r - m u g g e r on a p a r i s h i o n e r ' s knees . T h e C o m m u n i o n tables 
were genera l ly in g o o d repai r , a l t h o u g h a t W h i t t i n g t o n the d o o r in the C o m m u n i o n rails n e e d e d to be 
m e n d e d . L o n g d o n a n d L o n g s t o n e were o r d e r e d t o b u y n e w ' c a rpe t s ' , the cover ings o f silk o r o t h e r 
decen t stuff t h a t were laid on the C o m m u n i o n tab le in t he t ime o f d ivine service, a n d N o r t o n C a n e s 
l acked the l inen c lo th t h a t fur ther cove red the t ab l e w h e n C o m m u n i o n was ce lebra ted . A pu lp i t c lo th 
w a s r equ i r ed a t A l r e w a s a n d a n a p k i n for C o m m u n i o n t ime a t N o r t o n C a n e s ; a cush ion , p r e s u m a b l y 
a lso for use a t C o m m u n i o n , i s m e n t i o n e d a t G a y d o n . At A s h f o r d the surpl ice needed to be washed . 
T h e r e , a n d a t U f t o n , the C o m m u n i o n p l a t e was d i r ty , p e r h a p s an ind ica t ion o f its in f requent use . In 
genera l the c h u r c h e s seem to h a v e been a d e q u a t e l y p r o v i d e d wi th p la te , a l t h o u g h a t A d b a s t o n the d e a n 
o r d e r e d the p u r c h a s e of a C o m m u n i o n f lagon. At G a y d o n he d e m a n d e d the p rov i s ion of a ches t in 
wh ich to keep the c h u r c h ' s p l a t e a n d its cush ion . All the pu lp i t s a n d pews seem to have been in a 
sa t i s fac tory c o n d i t i o n ; a t L o n g s t o n e K i m b e r l e y o r d e r e d the r e m o v a l o f a seat o r p e w t h a t h a d i n v a d e d 
the chance l . I t i s no t i ceab le t h a t K i m b e r l e y says n o t h i n g a b o u t bells; e i ther t he chu rches he visi ted 
cou ld be just i f iably p r o u d o f their bells, w h i c h m a y h a v e been r u n g in h o n o u r o f his visit, o r t he d e a n 
h a d no t ime o r inc l ina t ion to go s c r a m b l i n g a b o u t in bell-lofts a n d was p r e p a r e d to accep t local 
a s su r ances t h a t all was well. 

F o n t s , however , b o t h in te res ted a n d c o n c e r n e d h im . A th i rd o f t he c h u r c h e s were given o r d e r s a b o u t 
t h e m : n ine village chu rches a n d the city c h u r c h of St. M i c h a e l a t Lichfield were to ld to pu t the i r fonts in 
o r d e r , a n d the village c h u r c h e s o f H a m m e r w i c h a n d G a y d o n were ins t ruc ted t o p rov ide themselves 
w i t h one . F o n t s were d i r ty , leaky o r w i t h o u t d r a i n a g e , lacked p lugs o r l ids, a n d were genera l ly 
neglected . A l t h o u g h m o s t fonts were ev ident ly sa t i s fac tory , a n d a l t h o u g h the d e a n ' s c a m p a i g n for 
fonts ach ieved s o m e success - H a m m e r w i c h , for e x a m p l e , a cqu i r ed o n e the yea r after his v i s i t a t i o n 3 -
t he re seems to h a v e been a w idesp read indifference to the i r fate. P a r t l y t h a t was b e c a u s e they no longer 
served the i r or ig ina l func t ion . T h e p h e n o m e n o n was ana lysed a few years after the v is i ta t ion by 
K i m b e r l e y ' s Lichfield c o n t e m p o r a r y , Sir J o h n F loye r , w h o s e little b o o k on infant b a p t i s m helps 

3 Ibid. xiv. 269. 
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expla in the d e a n ' s p r o b l e m . 

F l o y e r ( 1 6 4 9 - 1 7 3 4 ) 4 w a s o n e o f t he l ead ing Staf fordshi re phys ic i ans o f his d a y ; ce r ta in ly he w a s t he 
m o s t prolific a u t h o r a m o n g t h e m . He w a s , a m o n g o t h e r t h ings , a zea lous p r o p o n e n t o f t he v i r tues o f 
co ld b a t h s , wh ich he s t rong ly r e c o m m e n d e d as a cu re for a var ie ty of a i lmen t s . T h a t e n t h u s i a s m seems 
to have led h i m in his o ld age to b e c o m e an a d v o c a t e for t he dec l in ing p rac t i ce o f in fan t b a p t i s m by 
t o t a l i m m e r s i o n . In 1722 he pub l i shed An Essay to Restore the Dipping of Infants in their Baptism,5 in 
wh ich he set o u t t he a r g u m e n t s - theo log ica l , h i s to r ica l , a n d med ica l - in f a v o u r of in fan t b a p t i s m by 
i m m e r s i o n ( ' d ipp ing ' ) a n d a t t e m p t e d to confu te t h o s e w h o c la imed t h a t a spe r s ion ( ' sp r ink l ing ' ) f rom a 
font o r a bas in w a s sufficient. H i s r ehea r sa l o f his o p p o n e n t s ' case a n d his l a m e n t t h a t ' o u r F o n t s s t a n d 
i n o u r C h u r c h e s , a s M o n u m e n t s , t o u p b r a i d u s w i t h o u r C h a n g e , o r Neg lec t o f o u r o ld B a p t i s m a l 
I m m e r s i o n ' 6 reveal t he genera l c h a n g e i n a t t i t u d e t h a t h a d t a k e n p lace a n d p r o v i d e s o m e local 
ev idence . 

F l o y e r c l a imed t h a t un t i l the ear ly seven teen th c e n t u r y infant b a p t i s m by i m m e r s i o n h a d been the 
n o r m in E n g l a n d . He p o i n t e d o u t t h a t the bowls o f t h e s tone fon t s in c h u r c h e s - fon t s ins ta l led after t he 
he ro ic m i s s i o n a r y age o f m a s s a d u l t b a p t i s m in r ivers o r s t r e a m s h a d passed - h a d been des igned to be 
baby-f r iendly : ' t hey w e r e m a d e o f t h a t C a p a c i t y a s was sufficient for t he D i p p i n g the Bod ies o f 
I n f a n t s ' . 7 D i p p i n g was n o w , however , u n f a s h i o n a b l e . F l o y e r b l a m e d v a r i o u s fac tors for t h a t . Pap i s t s 
a n d Calv in is t s b o t h f avou red a s p e r s i o n , 8 wh ich F l o y e r seemed to cons ide r a C o n t i n e n t a l a b e r r a t i o n . 
T h e Calv in is t s r e g a r d e d fonts a s relics o f p o p e r y , a n d w h e n they c a m e t o p o w e r u n d e r the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h they p r o s c r i b e d t h e m . 9 F o n t s surv ived , b u t b y t he t ime o f t h e R e s t o r a t i o n they h a d 
lost the i r des ign- func t ion ; clergy ( w h o , F l o y e r impl ied , p re fe r red mere ly t o we t o n e h a n d r a t h e r t h a n t o 
p l u n g e b o t h f o r e a r m s i n t o co ld w a t e r ) 1 0 chose t o accep t a r i te t h a t was ' m o r e conven ien t , o r m o r e 
easily p e r f o r m ' d ' , 1 1 a n d t u r n e d the P r a y e r B o o k r u b r i c o n b a p t i s m ups ide d o w n . W h e r e a s fo rmer ly all 
hea l t hy bab ie s were i m m e r s e d a n d on ly t he sickly h a d w a t e r p o u r e d o n t h e m , n o w a spe r s ion w a s m a d e 
the rule, i m m e r s i o n the e x c e p t i o n . 1 2 U n d e r t he n e w d i spensa t i on , therefore , a bas in , even ' a B a s o n in 
wh ich o u r H a n d s a re w a s h e d ' , cou ld be j u s t as useful a c o n t a i n e r for b a p t i s m a l w a t e r as a font ; in fact 
fonts ' a r e a b u s e d n o w by p u t t i n g a B a s o n o f W a t e r in t h e m , in o r d e r to A s p e r s i o n ' . 1 3 T h a t the font 
itself w a s d i r ty o r l eaky w o u l d n o t m a t t e r . 

F l o y e r a l so b l a m e d p a r e n t s . Cle rgy h a d b e c o m e ' t o o i ndu lgen t t o t he F e a r s o f the F e m a l e s ' . 1 4 

R e c e n t gene ra t i ons h a d g r o w n up bel ieving t h a t i t w a s u n h e a l t h y t o b r i n g smal l bab ie s i n to ' a co ld Air , 
a n d cold C h u r c h ' , 1 5 a n d p l u n g e t h e m , n a k e d , i n t o fonts full o f co ld wa te r . F l o y e r bel ieved t h a t , on the 
c o n t r a r y , a co ld p l u n g e w a s very g o o d for even a sickly b a b y ; m o r e o v e r , he p o i n t e d ou t , bab i e s were 
b r o u g h t t o c h u r c h for b a p t i s m w a r m l y w r a p p e d , a n d were w r a p p e d u p a g a i n a s s o o n a s t h e y h a d been 
i m m e r s e d . He even c i ted an e x p e r i m e n t he h a d c o n d u c t e d . He h a d p e r s u a d e d a n e i g h b o u r t o h a v e his 
son , J o h n T r u b s h a w , b a p t i s e d by i m m e r s i o n a t Lichfield c a t h e d r a l on 19 A u g u s t 1721. T h e b o y , ' b e ing 
del ivered n a k e d in to b o t h the H a n d s o f t he Min i s t e r , lying a t his l eng th , he w a s let d o w n t w o o r th ree 
Inches u n d e r the W a t e r ... a n d immed ia t e ly ra ised a g a i n o u t o f i t . ' T h e exper ience h a d d o n e h i m n o 
h a r m . S u d d e n i m m e r s i o n in co ld w a t e r migh t , o f cou r se , p r o v o k e a b a b y to e m p t y its b l a d d e r , b u t 
F loye r t h o u g h t t h a t a g o o d th ing , especial ly i f t he b a b y w a s ' b r ed f rom P a r e n t s subject to the S t o n e 
a n d G o u t ' . 1 6 C le rgy a n d vergers poss ib ly l acked F l o y e r ' s e n t h u s i a s m . 

T h e r e was a lso a n e w spiri t o f p r u d e r y a b o u t : ' t he P re t ence of ... the Indecency of n a k e d In f an t s ' 

4 The most accessible brief life of Floyer remains that in the Dictionary of National Biography. 
5 There is a copy of the book in the William Salt Library, Stafford. 
6 Floyer, Essay, 60. 
7 Ibid. 15. 
8 Ibid. 11-12. 
9 Ibid. 4, 58. 

10 Ibid. 5. 
11 Ibid. 32. 
12 Ibid. 13. 
13 Ibid. 32, 58-9. 
14 Ibid. 5 (a comment put into the mouth of a 'Parishioner', who goes on to say ungallantly that if it can be proved to him that 

his infant son will not be harmed by immersion he will 'get the Dipping over, before his [the baby's] Mother hears any thing 
of it'). 

15 Ibid. 48. 
16 Ibid. 9-10, 14-15, 17, 19, 45-6, 48. 
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e n c o u r a g e d spr ink l ing r a t h e r t h a n d i p p i n g . 1 7 T h e e m b a r r a s s m e n t m a y h a v e been g rea te r w h e n the 
b a b y w a s a girl. O n e of F l o y e r ' s s y m p a t h i s e r s , a n o n - j u r i n g c l e r g y m a n a t D e r b y , w r o t e to say t h a t he 
h a d bap t i s ed his o w n th ree ch i ld ren by i m m e r s i o n - t he t w o b o y s were b a p t i s e d n a k e d , b u t a l t h o u g h 
the girl was bap t i s ed pr iva te ly a t h o m e the c l e rgyman r e m a r k e d w i t h o u t c o m m e n t t h a t she w o r e a 
b e l l y - c l o t h . 1 8 

T h e des i re for p r ivacy , a l t h o u g h F l o y e r does n o t m e n t i o n it, w a s p r o b a b l y a n o t h e r fac tor l ead ing 
p e o p l e a w a y f rom the font , re inforc ing the i r ' u n r e a s o n a b l e A v e r s i o n t o co ld W a t e r ' a n d the ins id ious 
influence of ' s o m e Dissen te r s , w h o c a r r y ' d on a R e f o r m a t i o n t o o far ' a n d los t respect for all 
c e r e m o n i e s . 1 9 F l o y e r q u o t e d a p p r o v i n g l y desc r ip t ions of the b a p t i s m s of E d w a r d VI a n d E l i zabe th I -
g rea t s ta te occas ions a t w h i c h the roya l ch i ld ren were d i p p e d in silver fonts - a n d r e m a r k e d t h a t L o r d 
F e r r e r s (e i ther the f i r s t E a r l F e r r e r s , b o r n in 1650, o r his s o n the s e c o n d ear l , b o r n in 1677) h a d to ld h i m 
t h a t t h a t w a s h o w h e t o o h a d been bap t i sed . F l o y e r h a d h e a r d the s a m e o f a n o t h e r Staf fordshi re 
g e n t l e m a n . 2 0 F o r F loyer , h imself the s o n of a S taf fordshi re g e n t l e m a n , t hose were example s o f the 
g o o d o ld Engl i sh w a y o f d o i n g th ings . P e r h a p s he d id n o t a p p r e c i a t e t h a t i t w a s the p o r t a b l e silver font , 
n o t t he idea o f b a p t i s m a l i m m e r s i o n , t h a t w o u l d h a v e a p p e a l e d t o m a n y o f his r eade r s . F e w peop le , 
t h e n or la ter , c o u l d asp i re to a silver fon t - a survey of c h u r c h p l a t e in t he a r c h d e a c o n r y of Stafford in 
t he 1950s f o u n d on ly t h r ee chr i s t en ing bowls , n o n e of t h e m in exis tence w h e n F l o y e r w r o t e his b o o k 1 -
b u t they ev iden t ly pre fe r red bas ins . A bas in w a s a t least p o r t a b l e , a n d p a r e n t s w i th access to a 
s y m p a t h e t i c c l e r g y m a n cou ld have the i r chi ld ch r i s t ened in the p r ivacy a n d c o m f o r t o f the i r o w n h o m e 
a m i d gues t s o f the i r o w n choice . P r iva t e b a p t i s m o f sickly ch i ld ren h a d a lways been a l l o w e d . 2 2 F l o y e r 
was o n e o f t hose w h o d i s a p p r o v e d o f ch r i s t en ing pa r t i e s ( n o w a d a y s ' t h e So lemni ty o f B a p t i s m e n d s i n 
v a i n P o m p , cost ly T r e a t s , o r D r u n k e n n e s s ' ) a n d h e t h o u g h t t h a t g o d p a r e n t s s h o u l d b e abo l i shed ; i t 
w a s the d u t y o f p a r e n t s t o u n d e r t a k e t he m o r a l a n d sp i r i tua l u p b r i n g i n g o f the i r ch i ld ren , n o t those 
' w h o never c a n p r o b a b l y t a k e a n y C a r e o f such S o l e m n P r o m i s e , n o r d o p r a c t i c e the Re l ig ion they 
p r o f e s s ' . 2 3 C h r i s t e n i n g pa r t i e s a n d g o d p a r e n t s survive . S o , n o d o u b t t o t he j o y o f t he spir i ts o f 
K i m b e r l e y a n d F loye r , d o fon t s . 

MR. DEAN'S INSPECTION OF THE CHURCHES 2 4 

f. 1 W e e f o r d [Staffs.], 2 8 t h Apr i l 1714 

The chancel window out of repair. The pavement at the entrance into the chancel broken. A new 
Common Prayer book to be bought. The Lord's Prayer and the Belief2 5 to be written upon the walls. 
The Queen's Arms to be new beautified. 

John Selvester, churchwarden 

H i n t s [Staffs.], the s a m e d a y 

To put up a shelf in a convenient place to set the book of Homilies on. To mend the leads between an 
aisle and the chu rch 2 6 on the south side [of] the church. 

Thomas Thornton, churchwarden 

17 Ibid. 48, 60. 
18 Ibid. 16-18. Floyer admitted that in the Orthodox Church the priest anointed the head of a girl child and deaconesses the 

rest of her body: ibid. 48. 
19 Ibid. 53. 
20 Ibid. 6, 45. 
21 S. A. Jeavons, 'Church Plate in the Archdeaconry of Stafford', Transactions of the Birmingham Archaeological Society, lxxiii 

(1955), 26-7 (Ingestre, dated 1731), 28-9 (St. Mary's, Lichfield, donated 1743), 40-1 (Wombourne, dated 1812). All were of 
silver gilt. 

22 See e.g. N. Sykes, Church and State in England in the XVIIIth Century (1934), 249-50, dealing with a slightly later period. 
23 Floyer, Essay, 55. 
24 The title occurs as an endorsement, and is probably contemporary. In this transcription the spelling, punctuation, and 

capitalisation have been modernised, and abbreviations have been extended. The spelling of place names and surnames has 
not been altered. Editorial comments and additions are in square brackets. 

25 The Apostles' Creed. 
26 I.e. the nave. 
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W h i t t i n g t o n [Staffs.], t he s a m e d a y 

The door of the communion table to be mended. A new Common Prayer book to be bought. 
William Smith, churchwarden 

E d d i n g a l e [Edinga le , Staffs.], 2 9 t h A p r i l 1714 

The floor in the chancel to be levelled. The roof in the body of the church to be mended. The floors of 
the seats to be mended. The font to be cleaned and to be used as often as there is occasion. 

John Wilson, churchwarden 

A l d e r w a s [Al rewas , Staffs.], e o d e m die 

A pulpit cloth. A new Bible. The m o u n d s 2 7 to be mended where they are wanting. 
Thomas Dagley 
John Finney 
John Kent, churchwardens 

B r o m l e y [King ' s B romley , Staffs.], e o d e m die 

The chancel to be new washed, and the writing to be fresh done over. The font to be leaded, and to be 
filled with water as often as there is occasion. 

John Goreing 
Henry Clark, churchwardens 

A r m i t a g e [Staffs.], 3 rd M a y 

The font to be new leaded and to be put in repair. The mounds belonging to the prebendary of 2 8 the 
south side [of] the church to be rectified. 

Thomas Jackson 
John Jackson, churchwardens 

P ipe R i d w a r e [Staffs.], e o d e m die 

The font to be new leaded. 

M a v e s o n R i d w a r e [ M a v e s y n R i d w a r e , Staffs.], e o d e m die 

The font to be new leaded. 

f . l v . N o r t o n [ N o r t o n C a n e s , Staffs.], 5 th M a y 1714 

Edward Hall, churchwarden 

William Turner 
Richard Aspley, churchwardens 

A new communion table cloth and a napkin. The font to be filled with water as often as there is 
occasion. The font to be leaded and to have a new lid. 

Edward Addams 
Richard Smith, churchwardens 

H a m m e r w i c h [Staffs.], e o d e m die 

A new font to be erected and the roof to be pointed. 

Wi lne [Derb . ] , M a y 1 2 t h 2 9 

The pavement of the church and chancel to be mended. 

Thomas Pavier [churchwarden] 

William Newton 
Matthew Brown [churchwardens] 

L o n g E a t o n [Derb . ] , M a y 13th 

The chancel altogether out of repair. The pavement of the chapel exceedingly out of order. The 
windows of the body of the chapel out of repair. 

John Trowell 
Edward Towl [churchwardens] 

27 Bounds (walls, hedges, or fences). 
28 I.e. 'on'. 
29 The entries for Wilne and the following 7 churches are marked with crosses. 



40 D E A N KIMBERLEY'S VISITATION OF C H U R C H E S 

B r e a s o n [Breas ton , D e r b . ] , e o d e m die 

The chancel totally out of repair. A Common Prayer book to be bought for the clerk. 
Robert White 
Henry Case [churchwardens] 

Risley [Derb . ] , e o d e m die 

The Common Prayer book to be new bound. 
William Smedley [churchwarden] 

G a y t o n [ G a y d o n , W a r w s . ] , 19th M a y 1714 

The roof of the church and chancel to be repaired and the east end of the church to be repaired. A 
chest to be made to keep the cushion and communion plate. A font to be made. 

I t c h i n g t o n [Bishop ' s I t ch ing ton , W a r w s . ] , e o d e m die 

The ceiling and roof of the church and chancel to be mended. 

U f t o n [Warws . ] , e o d e m die 

The roof of the chancel to be mended. The communion plate in a dirty condition and to be cleaned. 
A new Common Prayer book to be bought. 

T a c h b r o o k [Bishop ' s T a c h b r o o k , W a r w s . ] , e o d e m die 

The Bible to be new bound and a new Common Prayer book to be bought. 

L o n g d o n [Staffs.], 1st J u n e 

A new ca rpe t 3 0 for the communion table to be bought. 
John Marshall 
Thomas Hill [churchwardens] 

R u d g l e y [Rugeley , Staffs.], e o d e m die 

The windows of the east and south end of the chancel to be glazed and pointed. 
Francis Emery 
Thomas Bladen [churchwardens] 

f. 2 C o l w i c h [Staffs.], e o d e m die 

The east and three south windows: the brick to be taken down to the stone work and glazed and to 
certify it's done the Friday after Michaelmas day. 

Richard Smith 
Walter Smallman [churchwardens] 

Bednal l [Staffs.], e o d e m die 

The lower ceiling of the chancel to be repaired. 
John Farnolls [churchwarden] 

A c t o n Trusse l l [Staffs.], e o d e m die 

The rail of the door of the chancel and pavement to be mended. The roof of the chancel to be mended. 
The mounds of the churchyard to be repaired. 

William Dale 
George Aspley [churchwardens] 

Baswich [Staffs.], e o d e m die 

The roof of the chancel to be repaired. The window in the chancel to be mended. The church porch to 
be repaired. 

Samuel Whetnall 
Jos. Sharpe [churchwardens] 

30 Table-cover. 
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St. C h a d ' s , Stafford, e o d e m die 

The chancel windows to be repaired. The windows in the belfry and church to be repaired. 
John Marston 
John Collins [churchwardens] 

Offley [High Offley, Staffs.], 3 rd J u n e 3 1 

The windows to be glazed. The porch to be mended. A hole to be made in the font to convey the water 
out and the floor at the north door to be mended. 

John Parton 
John Oram [churchwardens] 

A d b a s t o n [Staffs.], e o d e m die 

The font to be cleaned and a hole made in it to convey the water out and a flagon for the communion 
table to be bought. 

Jos. Gardner 
Daniel Levett [churchwardens] 

K n i v e t o n [Derb . ] , 15th J u n e 

No person to be permitted to teach school in the church. The pavement of the chancel to be repaired. 
The chancel windows out of repair. The chancel to be whited. The floors of the seats in the church and 
chancel to be bricked or boarded. The floor of the body of the church out of repair. 

Thomas Tomlinson 
Robert Hurd [churchwardens] 

Beeleigh [Beeley, D e r b . ] , e o d e m die 

The hole in the font to be stopped and to be constantly filled with water when there is occasion. 

f. 2v. A s h f o r d [Derb . ] , 17 J u n e 

The pavement of the chancel to be mended. The communion plate and surplice to be cleaned. 

L o n g s o n [ L o n g s t o n e , D e r b . ] , e o d e m d ie 

The pavement of the chancel to be levelled. A new carpet to the communion table to be bought. The 
seat of the north side [of] the chancel to be taken down. 

St. M a r y ' s , Lichfield, 7 th Ju ly 

The pavement of the south aisle out of repair. The window at the east end of the chancel out of repair. 
A new Common Prayer book to be bought. 

St. C h a d ' s alias S t o w e [Lichfield], e o d e m die 

The inscription of the prebends that repair the chancel to be fresh done. The pavement of the chancel 
wholly out of repair. The chancel windows out of repair. The pavement in the body of the church out 
of repair. 

St. M i c h a e l ' s [Lichfield], e o d e m die 

A new Common Prayer book to be bought. The hole in the font to be stopped and to be filled with 
water when there is occasion. 

Fa rewe l l [Staffs.], 8 th Ju ly 

The roof of the chancel out of repair. The floor of the seats in the body of [the] church out of repair. 

31 The entries for High Offley and Adbaston are marked with crosses. 
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